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1 kelieve that we have a commitment
to provide the full amount of funds au-
thorized by Public Laws 815 and 874. 1
ask now that we live up to that commit-
ment

‘Mr (GGONZALEZ (at the request of
Mr  Hecuier of West Virginia) was
granted permission to extend his re-

marks at this point in the Recorp and to
include extraneous matter.)

'Mr GONZALEZ remarks will appear
hereafter in the Appendix.)

Py S

‘Mr. GONZALEZ (at the request of
Mr Hecnier of West Virginia) was
granted permission to extend his re-
marks at this point in the REecorp and
to include extraneous matter.)

IMr. (FONZALEZ remarks will appear
hereafter in the Appendix.]

ATTACK ON USS. "HIBERTY": AN-
OTHER PEARL HARBOR?

(Mr. RARICK (at the request of Mr.
HEcHLER of West Virginia) was granted
permission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include extra-
neous madtter.)

Mr. RARICK. Mr. Speaker, one of the
most amazing aspects of the recent
Israeli-Arab war was the unprovoked at-
tack on June 8. 1967. in international
waters of the Mediterranean by Israeli
forces on the U.S S Liberty, as the result
of which the vessel was seriously dam-
aged, 34 of the ship's company died and
another 75 were wounded.

8till more strange is the way the story
of this unprecedented assault, after the
initial flurry, has been hushed up in the
mass news media of the United States.

Notwithstanding the silence that has
overtaken this assault, enough informa-
tion about it has filtered through smaller
publications on which to form conclu-
sfons.

The incident is recognized as adding
new glory to the traditions of our gallant
Navy comparable to the battle between
HM.S. Shannon and the U.S.S. Chesa-
peake on June 1, 1813, when the im-
mortal words of the dying Capt. James
Lawrence of the U.S.S. Chesapeake were
uttered: “Don’'t give up the shipt*

The conduct of the commanding offi-
cer of the Liberty during the attack,
Comdr. William L. McGonagle, U.8. Navy,
his officers and crew, were truly herofc,
measuring up to the highest traditions
of the naval service. It is, indeed, for-
tunate that Commander McGonsagle was
an able, energetic officer who had kept
hig crew well trained for such emer-
gency.

The more the case is studied the more
questions occur., Who planned the at-
tack on the Liberty, and why was {t
made? Why has the report of the naval
court of {nquiry not been made public?
In the event of the sinking of the
Liberty, would not the blame have been
placed on Egypt, just as the sinking of
the Maine in 1808 in Havana Harbor
was placed on Spain, which, historlans
tell us, did not wish war with the United
States?
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Mr. Speaker, I submit that the attack
on the Liberty warrants & full and com-
plete investigation by the Congress, as
recommended by the American Legion
at its 1967 Convention. This should be
done promptly to avold another such in-
cident that could be made to serve as &
Pearl Harbor for world war I1.

Two articleg bringing together many
facts and the 1967 resolution of the
American Legion on the Liberty incident
follow:

{From the Nationai Review, Sep*. 5, 1987

JUNE B, AT 1400 HoUns
(By James Jackson Kilpatrick,

The USS Ltberty, a commuunications ves-
sel attached to the Sixth Fleet, took on fuel
and provisions at Rota, Spain, on June 2,
1967. She left that same day, under orders
to proceed at top speed to an assigned posi-
tion off the Sinail coast 800 miles to the east.
8he carried a crew of fifteen officers and 279
men. Three civilians identified cryptically as
“technical representatives” from the Depart.
ment of Defense (DOD), aleo were aboard
She arrived on station early on the morning
of Thursday, the 8th. It was the fourth day
of the six-day war between Israe! and the
Arab nations. That afternoon the Liberty was
to undergo an attack withfut precedent in
modern naval history. Thirty-four men would
dle, among them one of the DOD technicians:
another 75 would be wounded. Well over a
third of her total company would be casu-
altles of an unprovoked assault in an un-
declared war, victims of an inexplicable
“mistake” on the Israelis’ part. Or so the
incident ie described.

What follows here i8 netther an exposé of
the Liberty’s clandestine role In the Medi-
terranean nor an explanation of the laraells’
trigger-happy attack; these aspects of the
affair are at present unknowable. What fol-
lows s no more than an account, drawn
largely from officlal records, of what hap-
pened. This is, in brief, a sea story; nothing
more. Yet sea stories always are worth the
spinning, and the story of the Liberty, that
blazing summer afternoon, speaks of endur-
ing values that men too often forget: loyalty,
and discipline, and courage under fire.

As she chugged eastward acroas the Medi-
terranean, the Liberty surely was no thing
of remarkable beauty. She had started her
maritime life as a freighter of the old Victory

" class, her keel lald down in Portland, Ore-

gon, late in February 1945. These were the
days of Rosie the Riveter; merchant ships
were not long in gestation. This product of
the assembly line was dellivered to the Mari-
time Commission & little more than two
months later. During the closing months of
World War II and for some years thereafter,
she pled the Pacific Far East. She saw con-
siderable service during the Korean conflict.
In 1958. an old tub, she went 1nto the Reserve
Pleet, mothballed 1n Puget Sound. there to
slumber for nearly five years.

OUT OF MOTHBALLS

- Meanwhile, the Navy embarked upon a
program of developing special communica-
tions ships. Three old Liberty freighters came
out of mothballs, to emerge on the East
Ooast as Ozxford, Georgetown and Jamestoyn.
In the summer of 1968, two additional con-
versions were ordered from the aging Vie-
tories on the West Coast. The former Iran
Victory returned to service in November of
1964 as the Beimont,; and on December 30,
1964, the former 88 Simfnons Victory went
backtomuthovssuberty.nygenu\l
scknowledgment, the five Vessols make up

our own flest of “Russian trawlers.” In the
ahort word, they are spy ahips.
We pick her up 48 early June: 58 feet
at the beam,
oollection

long, 62 feet
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amidships, assigned to the Sixth Fieet. in
the Medtterranean. Down below, in the for-
ward compartments, walled off from the op-
erating crew, were the communications tech-
nicians. And with them, by generai report,
were speclalists not merely from DOD, but
more precisely from the super-secret Na-
tional Security Agency. Among them, 1t is
sald, were experts in code-cracking and cryp-
tographic machinery. One can only guess at
the devicea the Li{berty had aboard for re-
celving, recording, transmitting It is knewn
that the Big Ear couwld pick Up messages
from a hundred miles away. And now, wilh
war briefly raging between Israel and the
Arab nations. the Big Ear was ordered to
listen off Sinal,

In April of 1886, Commander Willlam
Loren McGonagle, USN, had assumed com-
mand of Liberty. Born in Kansas. he had
been ralsed in Coachella, California He was
graduated in 1947 from the University of
Southern California at Los Angeles, an en-
61gn in the V-12 program. He served jor
nearly three years on a radar picket de-
atroyer, then as executive officer on the mine-
swegper Kite on combat patrol off Korea
Tours of duty followed at 8an Mrancisco and
Bremerhaven and Philadelphia; he was back
at sea for two years on the heavy crulser
Rochester,; then came his first command on
Mataco, an ocean-going tug. He returned to
shore for special tralning at the University
of Idaho; spent two more years at sea, com-
manding the salvage ressel Reclaimer; then
put In another two years of staff operations
In the Pacific. Finally came his assignment
to Liberty.

WHEIRE WERE THE ORDERS?

Now, none of this experience., it will be
seen, had prepared McGonagle precisely for
what was to happen on the afternocon of
June 8. To be sure, he had known hazardous
duty on Kite, and he had put in some
anxious moments picking up mines in the
Baltic in 1862. On the record, however, one"
may surmise that he had never heard a shot
in anger. We meet him, this summer day,
at age 41, a professional naval officer, doing
the same job he had been doing for four-
teen months.

80 he brought the Liberty to her assigned
position early on the morning of June 8. a
hot day. the sun bright, the sea calm. His
orders were to maintain patrol from “a point
thirteen nautical miles from the ooast of
the United Arab Republic at $1-27.3N and
34-00E (point Alpha), thence to 31-22 8N
and 33-42E (point Bravo), thence to 31-8IN
and 83-00E (point Charlie), retracing this
track until new orders might be received.”
As events were to turn out, some new orders
were in fact dispatched that very morning,
but these messages strangely were “mis-
routed, delayed, and not titnely received.”

Liperty steamed methodically along her
southeastern course until she reached point
Alpha at 8:49. The ship's normal American
ensign, & flag § x 8 feet, fluttered loosely in
the torpid sir. Then she turned to the south-
western leg. At about that moment, an un-
identified jet aircraft approached and circled
the ship. This was at 8:50 by the log. Bome
forty minutes later. the tall minaret at Xl
Arish became visible, thirteen miles away.
McGonagle asked for a bearing on the mina-
ret. in order to make oertain of his posi-
tion within the established operating area.
Everything checked out nicely. An hour later,
at 10:26, with the Liberty nudging along at
five knots, two unidentified aircraft again
orbited the ship. The presumption is strong—
indeed, the presumption is inescapable—that
these were Israeli reconnaissanoce planes.
They circled the ship three times at a dia-
tance of approximately two miles. At 10:56,
another aerial visitor turned up—“an air-
oraft similar-to an American flylng boxcar,”
which passed astern at a distance three
to five miles. “The plane oiroled the ahip
around the starboard aide, procesded for-
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ward of the ship, and hesded back toward

the Sinal peninsula.” Visibility was perfect.
THE UNMAXRKED PLANE

“This aircraft," McQGonagle was to testity

at the Navy Court of Inquiry, “continued to

return in a somewhat simflar fashion ap- -

proximately et thirty-minute intervals. It
was not possible to see any markings on the
alrcraft, and the identity of this alrcraft
remains unknown.”

McGonagle was not greatly worrfed by the
survelllance. He was clearly within inter-
national waters, by anyone's international
law. At 11.32, passing point Bravo, he al-
tered course to 283 true, and plodded along
his westward leg. During the morning, he
was approached by the engineering officer,
Lleutenant George Golden, asking permiasion
10 let the number two boller cool for gasket
repairs. The permission was granted, and the
boller began to cool at noon.

At 1:10, the ship went to general quarters
for a routine non-competitive drill in chemi-
cal attack procedures. Just as the 88-minute
drill began, a billowing cloud of black smoke
arose from the Sinal beach, some fifteen to
twenty miles west of Kl Arish. The drill went
off satisfactorily, but McGonagle saw an op-
portunity to put in a timely word. Every
naval officer knows the problem of maintain-
ing interest in damage control drills; other
shipboard exerclses can be usefully simu-
lated, but drills in damage control have a
way of demanding more imagination than
sallors ordinarily can muster.

From the transcript:

“Before dismissing the crew from general
drills. I gave the crew a short talk on the
PA system, reminding them of the impor-
tance of expeditiously responding to general
quarters . . . in the event of an actual at-
tack. Bo that they would be impressed, I
pointed out to the crew at that time that
the column of black smoke should be sufM-
ctent evidence that the ship was {n a poten-
tielly dangerous location. I had no evidence
or indication that an attack would actually
be made on the ship.” A

Ordinarily, as McGonagle would recall, it
was his practice after a drill to join the off-
oers for a cup of coffee in the wardroom, in
order to go over the performance with an
eye to improvement. This time, he was gen-
erally pleased with the exercise. His ship was
secure; morale was high; some of his off-duty
sallors were about to take sunbaths. He
lingered on the bridge, chatting casually
with his executive oficer, Lisutenant Com-
mander Philip McCutcheon Armstrong Jr. A
few other officers were there—Lieutenant
Maurice H. Bennett of Pittaburgh, Lieuten-
ant James M. Ennis Jr. of Norfolk, and Lieu-
tenant Stephen Spencer Tuth, the son of
retired naval Captain Joseph C. Toth of Vir~-
ginla Beach. Lieutenant James Q. O’Connor,
who had served as officer of the deck during
the general quarters drill, was ready to go
off duty for lunch. Lieutenant (§8.) Lloyd
Clyde Painter climbed up the ladder to re-
place him. '

For no particular reason, except that such
reasons always stir in & naval captatn’s heaq,
McGonsagle put his own eyes to the radar
screen for one more on the minaret
at El Arish. The landmark was then 285
miles distant; the bearing was 143, comfort-
ably within the bearing he had established
earlier as a danger point against shoal waters.
It was 1:85. Painter had oficially pelieved
O‘Connor as officer of the deck. Mal-
colm Pat O’'Malley of Minneapolis had fust
assumed the conn. McGonagle was ready to -
g0 below. 8tlll he } . :

At 2 o'clock, lookouts fust above the bridge
reported jet alrcrart Approaching. McGon-
agle moved to the starboard wing of the
bridge to have & look at them with ®inoo-

ulers. He was able to observe one aircraft “of -
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miles away, at an altitude of perhaps 7,000
feet. It appeared to be traveling on a parallel
the ship. There was no evidence
attitude. McQonagle put down
the binoculars and again turned away.

The first explosion camsé,
recall, within a couple of minutes. -He
sounded a general alarm, and daghed to the
port wing of the bridge. Twd 55-gallon gaso-
line drums, stored amidships on the main
deck, were burning furiously. The outside
port ladders were blocked. He ordered Arm-
strong to go down the starboard side and
get the drums pushed overboard. O'Connor,.
who also had lingered on the bridge, moved
to go with him. The two men had just
reached the top of the starboard ladder, when
& second bomb struck, this one near a whale-
boat Stowed just aft of the bridge. The ex-
plosion killed Armstrong outright and flung
the others back tnto the crowded room. Sud-
denly the whole of the tidy bridge was a
mass of blood and debris.

“ALL AHEAD FLANK!"

McQGonagle grabbed for the engine order
annunciator, remembering to his dismay
that the number two boller was ocooling. He
desperately rang up all ahead flank. To his
vast rellef, emoke belched from the stack,
and the wounded Lidberty seemed to pick up
speed. He ordered a message sent by the
high command radio to the Chief of Naval
Operations, advising that Liberty was under
attack. He glanced at the helm and saw that
his helmsman had been serfously injured
by the second bomb blast. Quartermaster
Third Ciass Francis Brown, of Troy, N.Y.,
had leaped to the helm in his place. In less
than half an hour, Brown himself was to dte.

The strafing attack continued. ‘Whether
there were two planes or three, McGonagle
cannot recall. They came over the Liberty in
Criss-cross runs a minute or 80 apart,

smoke, he saw that
Charlotte, N.C. was rallying damage control
parties to fight a raging fire tn the vicinity
of the whaleboat. Ensgn David G. Lucas
managed to make his way to the bridge,
stepping over the bodies of the dead and
wounded men. Together, they assigned run-
ners to relay orders to the repair parties and
to other vital stations.

It may have been
McGonagle himself
recall pain or even shock. He looked down,
and saw his right leg turning red. At the
subsequent N;vyvcou.rt of Inquiry, he was
asked about the wound He testified during
his first appearance on the witness stand:

“Y was knocked off my feet; I was only
shaken up and it made me dance around a
Ilttle bit, but my injuriés did not appear to

on the third run that

me to be of any consequence. I noticsd slight *

burns on my starboard forearm and I noticed

1 d walk and there was no apparent

- 1 gave no further constderation to these
minor injuries.”

The hosettle

mngmc 10 excess of five knots.
aimilar characteristics, if not identical, to the - “Fhe attacking lanes sabrnptty 'gnlod off,
ths smoks, - :

two aircraft which were sighted earlier in -

the day.”

was hit. He could not -
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approaching from the northeast
thirty knots. "t

From the transctipt:

“It appeared that they were Approachin
the ship in a torpedo launch attitude, ancg!
since I did not have direct communication
with gun control or the gun mounts, I toid a

constant bearing with decreasing range.

“About this time, I noticed that our ensign
had been ghot Away during the air attack,
and ordered Signalman [Russell O'Nea}|
David to hoist the largest ensign we had in
the locker. He ran up the holiday ensign
{7 x 13 feet]. It was fiying before the boats
attacked.”

Old menaces stormed back to McGonagle's
mind. If he turned the Liberty to port. in
order to avold the torpedo boats, he risked
the coastal shoals. If he turned to starboard,
he gave his pursuers an even better target.
He stayed on course and prayed for Golden‘'s
boilers to give him maximum speed.

From the transcript:

“When the boats reached an approximate
range of 2,000 yards, the center boat of the
formation was signaling to us. Also, at this
range, it appeared that they were flying an
Israeli flag. This -was later verified. It was
not possible to read the slgnals from the
center torpedo boat because of the inter-
mittent blooking of view by smoke end
flames. At this time I yelled to machine gun
51 to hold fire. I realized that there was a
possibility of the air attack having been con-
ducted in error. I wanted to hold fire to see
if we could read the signal from the tor-
pedo boat and perhaps avold additiona) dam-
4ge and personnel injurles. The man on
machine gun 51 fired a short burst at the
boat before he was able to understand what
I was attempting to have him do.”

Then, to McGonagle's consternation, he
saw that one of the aft machine guns, gun
53, had erupted into extremely effective
action. “It's Quintero,” he said to Ensign
Lucas. “He's blanketing that boat. Go around
the port skylight and tell him to hold fire.”
Lucas clambered off, but later would testify
that it wasn’t Boatswain's Mate Anthony A.
Quintero at all.

From the transeript of Lucas's testimony:

“The first thing I noticed was that the
mount b4 {on the port side] was vacant.
Flames had reached it and chased everyone
out of there. I ran toward the gun mount,
and looked over the skylight from the engi-
neering spaces. I had a clear view of mount
838 ‘[the starboard mount, which was firing]
from, say, the waist up, and there wasg no one
on mount 63, The flames from the motor
whaleboat were coming over the lip- of the
mount. I assume that the bullets that were
in the gun, or bullets that were in the ready
service ammunition box, very near there,
Were cooking off and firing."

At 2:34, the torpedo boata opened fire with
their own guns. A cannon shot caught Quar-
termaster Brown. Mortally wounded, he fell
from the helm. Beconds later, three torpedoes
sped toward the Liberty. One passed astern
by 25 yards. A second may have passed be-
neath the ship. The third
forward, on her starboard side, immediately
below the waterline., In the instant of the
explosion, 25 men died——most of them highly
skilled technicians. The ship went dead in
the water, her steering control and all power
lost. But there was no additional fire, and &
nine-degree list to starboard presented no

. - “@o 10 MmmrrL|”

Tt ‘was 2:40. In the midst of this bixarre
tightware, .18 seemed not at all surprising
that the commanding torpedo boat made &

struck the Liberty
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swift turn, stopped dead some 500 yards
astern, and began signaling in English: “Do
vou require asslstance?”’ M. te had no
light left to return the signal. He ordered
‘ne flags "Lima India” hoisted, signifying
«»at "1 am not under control.” (Somewhat
an Israell sallor was to say that "an
~-er appeared and shouted ‘go to helll’”
A‘ter g moment or two—long enough for Mc-
.agle to attempt a photograph of the
sse]—the torpedo boat moved away from
<rrre Two minutes later. two helicopters,
bearing Star of David markings, appeared.
They hovered about the smoking ship, circied
her 'repeabedly, flew off for about flve miles,
returned once more, and vanished.

McGonagle's mind turned to the dead. the
wounded, the problems of regaining steer-
age Scott's damage control parties were
working at fever pitch. the sailors stripped
to the walst. the deck a mass of twisted
metal and burning gear” But the watertight
bulkheads were holding. the starboard list
was no worse, and Lieutenant Richard H.
Kiepler of Brooklyn, a Navy doctor, had done
a superb job of organizing a main battle
dressing station in.the mess hall. Most of
the slain men were trapped in the forward
compartments, but three or four mutilated
bodies, streaming blood, were still on deck.
They were in plain view of the inspecting
helicopters. By this time, McGonagle's™
wounded leg was giving increasing pain. He
stretched out and tried to keep the limb
elevated. Then. to his horror, he looked up:
The two jets were coming back from the star-
board side. “‘in simllar fashion to that which
preceded the initial attack.” He called an
alert to the posesibllity of renewed assault,
tut the jets disappeared.

It was 4:15. McGonagle ordered the ship’s
international call sign hoisted, and turned
again to the problems of getting the Liberty
back under steam. Both bollers came briefly
back on the line, but lost their fuel ofl suc-
tion almost at once. The gyro compass was
a wreck. It was impossible to learn the ship's
heading. The ship's surviving communica-
tions technicians, however, were able to
manage the impoesible: They rigged some
emergency radio-telephone clrcu.g;'sx. and re-
stored communications with the th Fleet.

McGonagle leaned sagainst & bulkhead.
The whole bridge spun around him. He
slumped to the deck, giddy from loss of blood.
A communications technician, Jeffrey
Robert Carpenter of Norfolk, cut away his
right trousers leg and applied a tourniquet.
McGonagle refused to give up the conn he
had assumed at 2 o’clock; he wsas to retain
the conn untll 6:30 the following morning.

A thousand demands cried for his atten-
tion. Some of the crew mepmbers had dropped
life rafts. McGonagle sent & messenger to tell
them to leave the lifeboats alone. The bosats.
weren't needed now, but they might be
needed later. He sent a message to Fleet
Command, detalling the estimated dead and
casuaities. Priendly fighters from the ocar-
rier America were around him. Back in
washington, President Jobhnson had been on
the hot line to Moscow, advising Premier
Kosygin of the situation. The international
uproar was beginning. McGonagle's prin-
cipal concern was to keep the Liberty mov-
ing. The engine room, thank God and George
Golden's crew, managed to get the bollers
going again. To his delight, the ship turned
up a brisk eight knots. McQGonagle ordered
a course estimated at 340 magnetic, and ar-
ranged for emergency manual steering.

From the transcript:

“The amount of rudder was given to after
steering over emergency-rigged sound-pow-
ered telephones. They would apply the rud-
der. When the ship had oome to the ap-
proximate megnetic heading, the rudder
would be shifted to attempt to malptain
that heading. It was possible t0 maintain
within plus or minus 80 degrees of the ship
heading most 0of the time.” .

iter

/
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" The azimyth of the setting sun provided
a rough guide to help the Liberty along. The
fathometer was still working; it reported 28
fathoms under the keel—plenty of water for
the moment, but the shoals were somewhere
near at hand and it was only a guess wheth-
er the magnetic compass had been knocked
awry. McGonagle toyed with the idea of
dropping anchgr, and even directed Lucas to
get up an anchor party and go to the fore-

castle. His thought was to wait until it got.

dark, then take a visual bearing on the
North Star, because ‘‘once I was able to sight
the North Star, I would know in which direc-
tion the ship was actually proceeding. ™ Then
another thought prevalled: He ordered the
engines backed two-thirds, and for elghteen
minutes the Liberty backed carefully away
from the threatening shallows.

“How much water?” he kept asking. When
the fathometer got to 48, he drew a long
breath and ordered the rudder around to a
bearing of 026 magnetic. The engineers pro-
duced power, though the lube oll pressure
kept giving trouble. By 6 o'clock, Liberty was
moving at a creditable ten knots, with 82
fathoms under her keel.

At 6:45, a lookout sent word to the bridge
that another Israell helicopter was approach-

“What do they want?" asked McGonagle.

“8ir, they're trying to land a man aboard.”

McGonagle was in no mood for. social
visitors or for boarding parties. He thought
of the dangerous clutter on the forecastle,
and ordered a wave-off. The hellobpt,er then
dropped a message to the deck. Written on
the back of the calling card of Commander
Ernest Carl Castle, Naval Attaché for Alr,
U.S. Embassy, Tel AvViv, {t read: “Have you
casusalties?”

From the transcript:

“We attempted to advise them by flash-
ing light with an Aldis lamp that “affirma-
tive,” we -did have casuailties. I'm not sure
that wounded ‘men were still lying around
the deck, ag such. By that time, most of our
wounded had been taken to the casualty
collection stations.

“CounsxL ¥orR THE CovumrT. In amplifica-
tion of the Admiral's question, was there
not a considerable amount of blood on the
decks that would be obvious from a reason-
able distance?

“The WrrNess. That is correct. There were
numerous blood streams the full length from
the forecastle to the main deck at machine
gun mount 61, where one body was still
lying. I do recall that now. There was also
another body in the vicinity of mount 51.”

After ten or fifteen minutes of unsuccess-
ful attempts at communication, the hell-
copter burzed off. And darkness fell.

In a Navy that delights in tales of sea-
manship, men will be talking for years of
the night that MCtGonagle brought the
Liberty back from 8inai. At the Court of
Inquiry's hearings, McGonagle was recalled
to the stand.

Prom the transcript:

“CoUNszL ror THx Coumr. I have no fur-
ther questions. Does any member of the
Court desire to question the witneee?

“The ‘PrEsmvent. Captain McGonagle, in
our previous discussion, you told me a story
which I have since come to identify as re-
markable humility and self-effacement on
your part, which I presume had caused you
not to mention in testimony the way you
navigated this ship out of dangerous waters
after the attack. Will you please tell the
Court how, while lylng on your back, with
no ocompeass except the magnetic compass,
and based upon your recollection of the mag-
netio compass error in relation to the gyro
compass book, you used tha sun and sub-
sequently the North Star to clear the area?

*“The Wrrnxss. Admiral, afte? & time on
the bridge, when I had received minor fn-

cogilidecabls

attempts to stem the flow of blood by self-.

help were unsuccessful, I noticed mysetr v,
ginbing to lose consclousness. I immediately
lay down flat on my back on the port wing.
and raised the bleeding leg as high as pos-
sible, resting it on my port bridge chailr,
and there a first class communications tech-
nician by the name of Carpenter and other
persons whom I don't recall at this time, ap-
plied a tourniquet to my right leg which
effectively stopped the flow of blood. I at no
time lost consciousness and had my full
facultfes at all times.

"I realized at that time I had lost con-
siderable amounts of blood because it was
sloshing In my shoes. . . . But since the fiow
of blood had stopped, I gave no further con-
sideration to--1 didn’t consider I had any
more problem in that area. . . .

“I conned the ship by looking aft, and
by being able 1o see the wake of the ship I
was able to tell after steering which way to
apply the rudder and how long to leave ft
on to attempt to average out the course
that I felt the ship should travel to stand
clear of possible shoal areas. I remalned on
my back for approximately an hour and a
half. I then felt that I had regatned sufficient
strength that I was able to get up from the
deck and conn the ship from the wing of
the ship and from the pilot house, . . . It
seemed to me that my remaining on the
bridge—this would be able to lessen the
shock that the rest of the crew had received.”

The Navy doctor, Lieutenant Kiepfer, saw
McQGongale during the evening but made no
effort 10 get him below to a battle dressing
station. “The Commanding Officer at that
time was like a rock upon which the rest of
the men supported themselves,” he told the
ecourt. “To know that he was on the bridge
grievously wounded, yet having the conn and
the helm through the night calling every
change of course, was the thing that told the
men ‘we're going to live.’ When I came to the
bridge and saw this, I knew that I could only
insult this man by suggesting that he be
taken below for treatment of his wounds. 1
didn’t even suggest it

Dr. Kiepfer’s own performance was i{n the
highest naval tradition. He performed one
major operation immediately after the en-
gagement. He and his {wd hospital corpsmen
stayed 6n duty for 28 hours.

From the transcript of Dr. Kiepfer's testi-
mony:

“Any time we needed one volunteer, we'd
get ten. If anything had to be done, there
were hands everywhere. When asked for two
pints of blood for tranafusion, we had people
on the adjoining tables who were saying,
‘If you need some, I have this type.’ These
were people already wounded.”

During the night, McGonagle ordered three
musters to identify the dead. He and his

~remalning officers bent to the task of prepar-

ing casualty messages. He winced at the first
of these, to Mrs. Philip McC. Armstrong Jr.,
of 433 West Main Street, Dalton, Pennsyl-
vania. His executive officer, a 38-year-old
graduate of the Naval Academy, had left a
young widow and five children behind. Lieu-
tenant James C. Pierce had died, and Lieu-
tenant Stephen Toth. The list {ncluded Allen
M. Blue, one of the DOD specialists. And
the sallors: Allenbaugh, Blanchard, Brown
(he would recommend Brown for posthu-
mous commendation), Campbell, Converse,
Elsenberg, Goss, Graves, Hayden, Hersey, Hig-
gins,! Hoar, Keene, Lenau, Linn, Lupton,

Ma f. Marlborough, Mendle, Nygren,
Ra, Rehmeyer, 8kolak, John C. 8mith and
Melvid D. Bmith, Spicher, Thompson, Thoen-

ton, Tledtke, Walton, . . . Most of them were
naval communications technicians, stationed
in the forward compartments, who died in
the torpedo’s explosion. - -

Early on the morning of June 9, & lookout
sent word that the U.B. destroyer Davis was
in sight, ready for escort duty. Helicopters
arrived from the carrier Americs, to trans-
fer the wounded. During the morning, the

.
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fieet tug Papago also arrived. The heavy
Cruiser Little Rock Jolned the parade.

by the torpedo explosion measured 89 feet
ACcross.
a

A Navy Court of Inquiry opened its hear-
ings in London on June 11, and continued
them aboard the Ltberty at Malta through
June 17. Admiral 1. C. Kidd served as Prest-
dent of the Court; other members were Cap-
tains Bernard J. Lauff and Bert M. Atkinson,
both attached to headquarters of Admiral
John S. McCain Jr., commander in chief of
U.S. Naval Forces in Europe.

Almoet all of the testimony taken by the
court remains {n classified status. Some ex-

8server to form an independent Judgment,
from the record, upon the Court's con-
clustions.

We are told that the Court determined
that "USss Liberty was in internationa]l wa-
ters, properly marked as to her identity and
nationality,” at the time the attack oc-
curred. The Court produced evidence “that
the Israell armed forces had ample opportu-
nity to identiry Liberty correctly,” but the
Court “had tnsufficlent information before
it to make a Judgment on the reasons for the
decision by Israeli aircraft and motor torpedo
boats to attack.”

These reasons must remain a matter of
speculation. There ia some evidence, wholly
apart from considerations of diplomacy and
logic, to sustain the position taken by the
Israell government, that the attack was a
tragic mistake. On a windless day, the ensign
first hofsted by Liberty may well have been
drooping unrecognizably from the mast. The
second, “holiday” ensign, hoisted just before
the torpedo attack, may indeed have been ob-
scured by the smoke. This was the explan-
ation advanced by Micha Limor, an Israell
Naval reservist, in an article written for the
Associated Press on July 6. Limor wag aboard
one of the three torpedo boatas.

“About 2,000
wrote,

and apart from three numbers along her side,
We could not discern g thing. We could see
0o flag on the mast, nor wag snyone to be
seen on the deoks and bridge.” -
THE NAGGING QUESTION

By Limor's account, the Israel! torpedo
Fepeatedly to- get some
the Liberty, but received
Do response to their signals. Then “a sallor
started firing at usg with o heavy machine
gun from the bridge,” and “thus there was
no doubt that we were faced by the enemy.”
the torpedo struck
home that one of the Israel; boats picked up
an object from the sea and Saw that (s was o
rubber lfeboat bearing the name of the US.
Navy.

Another line of
Limor's

noted that Liberty ‘might have been mis-
taken for the Egyptian supply ship &I

Y
El Queeir bears only o “highly superficial re- -
Egyptian sul

semblance” to Liberty.
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. Carry
Dames in the curaiye Arabic script); her slow

 reasoning which holds.that the larae]y gov-

‘that (nspirational moment when the downed
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hull comp&runents—dr&me 53 o frame 66__
where the electronic Bear was hougeq

The unanswered questions nag for answers
For the time being, one
aide. On great ships of war, Operating in v.«lu

less than half the size of the American veasel;
its superstructure is entirely different; and
of course 1t hag none of the elaborate anten-
hae and distinctive radar devices that in-
stantly 1dentify the Liberty,
In & statement on June 10, the Pentagon

coldly rejected pPublished reports that some  tion, and heroism. The Bre on Orulmny last
unidentifieq Pentagon spokesmen believed

that *“a plausible explanation” could be 29, were terrible reminders of the viol
found tn hun;l.n error. Assistant Becretary of Wwar. Men rose to the crises superblyo'l’e':::;
for Defense Phil Q. ‘Goulding said that “we were in the true sense heroes. It 1y o lttle

in the department cannot accept an attack
upon a clearly marked noncombatant U.S.
naval ship in international Waters as ‘plaust-
ble’

& neutral flag, is taken by 8urprise. There
too, a8 Admiral McCain remarked, “heroism
was the order of the day.” Commander Mc.
Gonagle has been recommended for &n ap-
Propriate award.

[From the Zarephatn (N.J.) Herald of
Freedom, July 28, 1967)

THE Rarx or THg USS. “LiBerTy"

(Egyptian “ nave) ships their
progression {n internationa) waters. All these
factors support the crew's conclusion that
the assult was no accident. i

Opposed to thig argument is the line of

erument was heavily dependent upon the
goodwill of the United Btates; that it would

navy knowingly to have launched an attack
on a U.8. ship; and that the only reasonable

explanation {s that the incident was a mis-
take arlslng from the natural tensions ana dreds of which were produced ang used by
fallible judgments of a hot war. tae US. Navy during World War I1 6nd sinco,

5o, 100, does the m stery of what ha ned Trules out the Poesibllity of mistaken identity.
to the orders sent J) MoGonagle efr’l);on Every ghip recognition book in the world
the morning of June 8." ALl that we ar¢ told Das, for years, identified the characteristic

Victory hull and superstructure of the Uss.
Liberty as U.B. Navy property, ., . .

Rep. Hoamer continued: “The fact that the
USS8. Liberty wag a Victory hulj vessel, hun-

aund 3) the orders
and not received

farther from the coast,”
were “misrouted, delayed,
until after the attack.' . R

No communications system is infallible.
Humans make eITOrs;. the lonosphere plays

tricks; power goes off at critical moments; Iamilles of the Americans killed.”

Congressman Thomas G. Abernethy, g
Democrat from Missiesippt, made the follow-
lngnmuhontholamedayure
on Page H8285 of the Congressiona] Record :
“The Liberty ship incldent—and indeq it

clsely did they say? Who saw them? When?
Where? How diq they go astray?

One would also fike to-XNOw a great deal
more, of course, about the specific purpose
sought tG be served by Liberty's position so

or"ntt'oen, or whatever it
was? Again, the Pentagon’s statements strain
credulity. The first ox

shock, to ®y nothing
flag-fiylng vessel of the
oould this be treated so
greatest Capitol in all

“I have heard Members of thig House, and
many, many others, say that if this had béen
done by others, the leaders of our QGovern-
ment would have moved in with sternees -
and appropriate demands or even retaliatory

to use the moon for m relays. The action.”
Socond explanation was that L s only Rep. Abernathy continued: “These men
Job was “to &ssure communiocation between at all times are entitied to the strong back.

tncotonryduunolthumndot"ery
race and every oreed. They are entitied to

Ppressive skopucu'obnnmwmeonﬂnunto Ppeople behind them. And who has
wumatbgtLMmonmuponcm- lpounwttnthmboh;uzmmw.hnd
oral mission of (nulugcno.-“tbcﬂn‘ Abd  since soms of their number were so suddenly
oodel . sud-they wij) wonder what shot down and others 30 seversly wounded
mighthnbo?d;mvod,'wm on the Liberty ehipt . . .
and ‘fed tnto ‘ between, "“Wh;tmhlnt!uve Wwe registered? What'
#aY, 10 o'clock and noon of June 8 that re- has Washington Sald? To tell youthe truth,
lnmpinpolntdmuonotthom ﬂmqmaplul'uwwuummuaov.
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ernment—if it can still be called great—was
and is as quiet as the tomb regarding this
horrible event. . . . The Pentagon stressed
that the Liberty was clearly marked, that it
was In international waters, that it had a
right to be where it was, and that the attack
was Incessant, heavy and hard; that the
attack came from both planes and torpedo
boats. designed not simply to knock out but
1o destroy the ship and its men.”

The Israell Government maintains a strict
press censorship so the article from which
the following quotes are taken would have
had to have government approval for its re-
lease. This was written for The Associated
Press by Micha Limor. a member of the
Israel Naval Reserve who was on duty on
one of the Israell motor torpedo boats that
attacked the USS. Liberty, snd appeared
in the N.Y. Times of July 7, 1967. The Times,
which prides Itself on reporting “facts’™
printed Limor's story which contains many
contradictions to the facts as brought out
by the U.8. Naval Court of Inqulry.

Among these doubtful ““facts’ we read:
*“The high masts and the many weird antenna
showed that this was s warship.'” . . . “We
could see no flag on the mast nor was anyone
to be seen on the decks and bridge.” . . .
“We spent several minutes -trying to contact
the ship and demanding ldentification. We
tried by radio and by hellograph, in accord-
ance with internationally accepted means.”
We should note here that lsrael!l planes had
already had the U.S.8. Liberty under sur-
veillance for many hours and had made six
separate strafing attacks on the ship which
was flying the American flag and that, after
the regular flag (5 feet by 8 feet) was shot
down, the Captain of the Liberty had a
speclal holiday flag (7 feet by 13 {feet)
hoisted.

Israeli Reservist Limor continues with his
tall tale: “We wanted to make the ship sur-
render without sinking her. Once again we
circled the vessel in battle formation, firing
again and again. This had no effect. No one
appeared. No one reacted.” (Unfortunately
it would have been difficult for the dead
Americans strewn on the Liberty's deck to
rise up and “react.”) Not to be daunted the
brave Israelis continued and, says Limor,
“Dozens of shells, rockets and torpedoes were
needed to drag & sign of identity from
them. . .”

That the boats were in oconstant contact
with Tel Aviv is indicated by the following
statement:

“We received orders directly from the officer
commanding the navy to give all necessary
help. Se we approached the Liberty and of-
fered help, shouting through a loudspeaker,

“Then an officer appeared for the first time
on the bridge and screamed, ‘Go to hellll

“Learning they did not need aid, we left "

Time magazine of July 6, 1967 pointed out
that the Liberty bhad her name on the stern
tn English and that the Court produced evi-
dence that the Israelis had ample opportu-
nity to identify the Liberty correctly. On
June 17, 1867, the Associated Press reported
from Valetta, Malta that senior crewmen of
the damsnged US. Navy research and ocom-
munications ship Liberty were oconvinced
that Israel's air and torpedo boat attack that
cost 34 American lives was deliberate. A
survivor was quoted as stating: ‘‘We were
flying the Stars and SBtripes and its absolutely
impossible that they shouldn‘t know who
we were. This was a deliberate and pianned
attack and the remarkable thing eabout it
was the accuracy of their air fire.”

There have been some strange activities
on the part of the Departinent of Defense in
connection with this case. The attack oc-
curred on June 8 yet parents of wounded
sallors did not know whether their sons were
alive or dead until they finally réceived taele-
grams on Juns 11. The wounded were taken
by helicopter from the USS. Liberty to the
aircraft carrier U.88. Amerioa, and, on ar-
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rtval, were warned by a representative of the
C.I.A. not to talk to anyone about what had
happened. Those with head wounds were
taken to a U.S. Armmy hospital at Landstuhl,
Germany, and, while there, were kept under
guard with tight security. Reliable sources
have advised that the many communication
technicians who were aboard the Liberty have
been dispersed to other assignments sepa-
rately in different parts of the world. A con-
fidential source advised that there was a
deliberate jamming of radlc communications
being sent by the U.B8.8. Liberty to the
Commander of the 8ixth Fleet. This jamming
reportedly eame from Israelf sources and
necessitated changing the radio communica-
tion circuits. The Liberty for this reason was
unable to call for help when the first attack
came.

The U.S. Naval Court of Inquiry was con-
vened by Admiral John 8. McCain, Jr., USN,
Commander in Chief of the U.S. Naval Forces
Europe. Classified hearings were conducted
in Londdn and aboard the U.S.8. Liberty
in Malta from June 11 to 17, 1867. The Court
consisted of Rear Admiral Isaac C. Kidd, USN
(reported selected by the Adminlstration in
Washington, D.C.) and U.8. Navy, Captains
Bert M. Atkinson and Bernard J. Laufl who
are attached to Admiral McCain's Headquar-
ters. The Court's findings were presented to
Admiral McCaln and approved by him on
June 18, 1967.

Among the findings were: There was sig-
nificant surveillance of the U.S.8. Liberty on
three sgeparate occasions—filve hours and
thirteen minutes before the attack, three
hours and thirteen minutes before the at-
tack and two hours and thirty-seven minutes
before the attack. , . . There were five to six
separate alr attacks on the U.S8.8. Liberty
with at least two or more planes particl-
pating in each attack. The U.S.8. Liberty had
arrived at the designated location June 8,
1967 with orders to steam {n an area bounded
by latitude 32 north on east and west by
longitude 34 east and 83 east, 12.5 nautical
miles from the coast. The U.B.8. Liberty
steamed on June 8th south easterly 180° true
until 8490 AM. when she reached the east-
ern boundary of opersting area zhd turned
to a southwest course 353° true. At 8.50 AM.
& single unidentified jet crossed her wake at
an estimated 3 to 5 miles astern, then circied
the ship and returned to the mainland. The
Liberty was filying normal American flag, 6°
by 8°. Jet and propeller aircraft circled the
ship at 10.56 A.M. and at the time the Liberty
was steaml at only five knots. At 2 P.M.
the ship’s Captain, Commander Willlam L.
McQGonagle, of Norfolk, Va., fixed her position
by radar as 256.6 nautical miles from the
minaret of ElArish which was to the south-
east bearing 142° true.

The reconstructed ship’s log reads as fol-
lows:

“From the official records of the U.8. Naval
Board of Inquiry.

“Requested 8 June chronology follows

“1. Approsching land from the west dur-
ing the early morning hours of 8 June, pro-
jocted operations of Liberty for the morning
and afternoon of the day was to proceed to
a point 13 nsutical miles from the coast of
UAR (United Arad Republic) at 31-37. 2N
834-00E (Point Alpha A) thence to 81-22.
SN 33-42K (Point Bravo B) thence to 81-
31N 83-00E, (Point Charlle C) retracing this
track until new orders received, ship would
operate north of this track line at all times,
if fixes could not be accurately obtained as
Point Charlie was approached it was intend-
od to head due north until the 100 fathom
was crossed and the track moved to
the .north %o more or less mMove -back and
forth on the ‘general average of the 100
fathom swxve. Notmal steaming speed was
to be five kKmots. Normal steaming colors were
flown and normal navigational lights lighted
at night. Thete was Do imteation to steain
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at darken ship at any time and the ship did
not even exercise at darken-ship drtll dur-
ing the deployment.

“2. All times bravo unless otherwise indi-
cated.

“0764 Steaming on 130 T, SPD 10 knots.

“0849 Passed through Point Alpha changed
CSE (course) to 263 T.

“0850 Single jet A/C (circraft) (unidenti-
Nled) crossed astern distance 3-6 miles—cir-
cled ship from STBD to port and returned to
UAR mainland.

0905 decreased SPD (speed) to 5 knots.

1058 Another A/C circled ship—high.

*1126 Another A/Ccircled ship,

1132 Passed through Polnt Brave C/C
(changed course) to 283 T.

“1310 Exercised at G.Q. (general quarters)
driil.

“1348 Secured from G.Q. driil.

1351 3 small surface contacts neld on ra-
dar 32,000 yards bearing.

“082T—Reported (o bridge as 3 sgurface
contact.

1353 Radar reports possible A/C passing
over surface contacts.

“1368 Single A/C sighted approaching ship
from 135 deg. Relative 5-8 mlles distance.
altitude approximately 7000 ft. A/C passed
down track of ship.

“1403 Loud explosion—port side amid-
ships.

1406 Bounded general alarm—large fire in
vicinity of frame 85, 01 level where fuel for
motor driven fire pumps are located.

1406 All ahead flank signalled by engine
order telegraph.

**1406-——1410 Bhip under repeated air attack
with two or more A/C making coordinated
strafing, rocket, and incendiary runs over
ship. Three major fires topside covering large
areas of ship with fiames and heavy smoke a
total of eight men were killed or dled as a
result of injuries- received during the air
attack, one killed and one mortally wounded
on bridge, two killed at machine gun 51, one
killed at machine gun 652, one died from
wounds received on the main deck starboard
side and two died of wounds received on the
01 level port side. Approximately seventy five
wounded, including commanding officer,
throughout topside area from shrapnel and
shock of exploding rockets.

“1410Began making turns for 18 knots.

“1424 3 MTBs (motor torpedo boats)
sighted abaft starboard—beam distance 4-
5 miles.

“1426 Noticed normal streaming ensign
shot away during air attack. Hollday size
ensign hoisted on port yardarm.

‘1428 MTB signaling by flashing light from
8TBD quarter, Light obscured by dense
smoke from burning motor whaleboat.

1430 one round fired by machine gun
61, C.O. (commanding officer) ordered hold
fire.

“1431 machine gun 563 opened fire. C.O.
sent Ens Lucas around port side of bridge
to get machine gun 563 to cease firing.

“1431 word passed to standby for torpedo
attack to starboard. MTB commenced straf-
ing starboard side of ship.

“1434¢ torpedo passed 76 yards astern of
ahip.

*1435 torpedo hit starboard side amidships.
‘Twenty-six men died as a result of the tor-
pedo hit and MTB strafing fire.

1435 lost electrical power throughout the
ship.

1436 lost steam pressure-secured engines
and bollers—many gauges and meters in fire-
room and engine room were knocked out.

“1440 MTBs standing away from the ship.
One MTB has hull number 206-17.

“15603 one MTB returned to ship and sig-
nalled “do you need help” in English. C.O,
signalled “negative.”

“1508 MYBs retired toward shore.

“1807 ter boaring Star of David
markings approsched ship, port side, hover-
ing at about 500 yds. distance.
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1508 second helicopter approached ship.
Markings on helicopters are 04 and 08 or D4
and D8. Helicopter made repeated passes
around and over ship. They were not ob-
served to pick up any bodies., persons or
debris.

1518 power restored to bridge but rudder
did not answer—continued steertng from
alter steering.

1536 MTBs approaching ship starboard
side 7-8 miles distant. During next hour and
a quarter the MTBs returned to the ship and
by 1713 they had retired out of sight over
the horizon.

1615 two unidentified jet A/C approached
ship from the STBD side and reconnoitered
from a distance.

‘1620 attempting to clear area steering
northerly course at speeds varying from 0 to
8 knots. Personnel casualties were treated in
the wardroom on a continuing basis, damage
control and fire fighting controlled fiooding
and damage, engineering casualties were re-
stored but steering was by hand from after
steering.

‘1845 Israeli helicopter approached ship—
circied close aboard and attempted to sig-
nal—they appeared to desire to lower some-
one to the deck—C.O. considered recelving
him on forecastle and ruled this out as too
hazardous. Repeated attempts to communi-
cate were unsuccessful. And at 1862 copter
dropped a message packet on forecastle, the
message, written on a calling card of the
U .8. naval attache Tel Aviv, asked ‘“have you
casualties.”” Ship tried by several means to
indicate, during next ten minutes that there
were many casualties but there was no tndi-
cation that the message was understood, the
muttlated bodies of three dead crew mem-
bers had not yet been removed from the fore-
castle and must have been observed from the
helicopter. The helicopter departed the ship
shortly before sunset (about 1805) ship con-
tinued steaming through night to RDVU
(rendezvous) with escorts dispatched by
COMSBIXTHFLT (Commander 8Sixth Fleet).

“3. Foregoing constitutes detalled recon-
struction from QM (quarter master) note-
book, CIC Log, bell book and best recollec-
tion of CO/Chief Engr/gun sand brldge
personnel. All concur.’

In the event it seems difficult to belleve
that the attack was deliberate we are out-
lining the story of a previous strange hap-
pening related by attorney Alfred M. Lilien-
thal in his book, "“The Other S8ide of the
Coin."” (Devin-Adair, N.Y.C.) Mr. Lilienthal
18 of the Jewish faith, was formerly a State
Department official, and is considered an ex-
pert on the Middle East. After discussing the
improvement in relations between the United
States and Egypt between 1852 and 1954, the
author states:

‘“This situation was viewed in high Israel
quarters as a grave threat to the continued
flow of American dollars into Israel from
public, if not private, sources. A direct sev-
erance of relations between Egypt snd the
U.8. was deemed desirable. An Israell espion-
age ring was sent to Egypt to bomb official
United States offices and, if necessary, to at-
tack American personnel working there s0 as
to destroy Egyptian-US. and, eventually,
Arab-U.8. relations.”

“, ... two young Jewish Egyptian boys
w'rylng identical bombs were caught as they
were about to enter U.S. installations. Upon
their confessions, a sabotage gang was
rounded up of six other Jews. The conspira-
tors, who received sentences from
16 years to life, were the objects In the UB.
of multifold sympathetic editorials and ar-
ticles. Nothing appeared in print at the time
to combat the image of another Nasser con-
spiracy to unite his country against Lsrael.

“In 1960 an investigation in Israsl called
attention to the forgery of an important
document in what had been announoced as
& ‘security misbap’ that precipitated the res-
ignatian of Pinhas Lavon as Minister of De-
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fense in 1955. Lavon had been at odds with
others in the Ministry of Defense, including
Deputy Minister 8himon Peres and General
Moshe Dayan, who had been seeking some
excuse to force his resignation. The forgery
placed the legal responsibility for this unsuc-
cessful sabotage attempt at Lavon's door,
even though he, at the time, had called it ‘a
stupid and immoral act.’

“From the outset Lavon had denounced
the document as a forgery and had pressed
for an investigation. . . . . But Prime Minis-
ter Ben Gurion fought the reopening of the
case. . . . However, late in 1960 the Cabinet
ordered an investigation, which, under the
direction of Attorney General Gldeon Haus-
ner, revealed clearly that Lavon's signature
had, in fact, been forged by a high-ranking
officer in the ministry, that Lavon had never
ordered this sabotage operation and that
false testimony had been given In an earlier
inquiry. Israel’s Ministry of Defense, pre-
sided over by General Moshe Dayan and
Brigadier Abraham Givll, proved to be
involved.”

Gen. Dayan, involved in previous skuldug-
gery. 1s obviously capeble of deceptive action
and coverups. The Liberty could have been
a8 menace to his secret plans and the Shreve-
port (La.) Times of June 18, 1067 has brought
out an interesting chronology of events:

“June 7: The Liberty took up its post off
the Sinai Peninsula. In New York, Foreign
Minister Abba Eban . .. was proclaiming that
‘only Israel has accepted the U.N. cease fire
mandate.’

“Later developments showed that even as
Abba Eban spoke, Israel was massing columns
of tanks, sizable forces of mechanized in-
fantry, and squadrons of jet warplanes on
the 8yrian border for invasion of Syria. . . .

“There was no normal way for the U.S.
or the U.N. to learn of the military buiidup at
the Syrian border; except that the Liberty
was now only 15 miles offshore from Egypt
and Israel. ...

“June 8: The Liberty was put out of action
by Israel.

“June 9: Israel invaded Syria, an act that
was almoet as big a shock to the world as
the war {tself.”

When the Liberty was able to get its calls
for asslstance through to the Stxth Fleet, the
American Navy was prevented from going to
her rescue. Counterattack of July 14, 1067
states: *

‘“The Sixth Fleet responded by ordering two
deck loads of planes to the assistance of the
Liberty. President Johnson meanwhile had
opened the hot line to Moecow at the urging
of advisors. Precisely what the President said
t0 Moscow about American planes belng in
the air may never be recorded.. ..

“But it is known that Naval Operstions,
acting in response to high authority, ordered
Admiral William I. Martin, commanding the
8ixth Fleet, to recall the planes forming in
the air for attack. In seconds, Admiral David
L. McDonald, the Chief of Naval Operations
was on the radio telephone repeating and
emphasizing the order.”

A report of the Navy's investigation of the
attack on the Liberty tells of other orders:
“Barly on the 8th, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
had issued order for Liberty to move farther
from the coast, even though such & move
would peartially degrade her mission. The
messages weres misrouted, delayed and not
reoeived until after the attack.” (8hades
of Pear] Harborl) -

The US. News & World Report of July 10,
19007 states concerning the “mystery of what
happened to the messages:"—"One reason
cited for delay: The order went by normsl
communications instead of through emer-
goncy channels that .would have reached the
Liberty lmmediately.” (This is the same roa-
son given for officlal fallure to warn the sit-
gg:uaknoot a.n"rlmrbor) Thnaruclo
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“Why did the Israelis attack? . From
Israel came this explanation. When the

Liberty was challenged by an Israelt torpedo
boat, It answered with the signal that had
been used by Egyptian ships during the 1956
Suez war. Consequently, the Liberty was mis-
taken for an Egyptian ship."

With their Government failing to act. a
group of American citizens is moving against
Israel, demanding justice for the killed and
injured officers and men. An organization has
been formed called the Comumittee for Im-
mediate Action-Families and Friends of Vie-
tims of the U.S.S. Liberty, 212 Coolidge St.,
Linden, N.J. Two of the leaders of the orga-
nization are Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Relilly,
Sr., parents of two servicemen who were
aboard the U.8.S. Liberty at the time of the
attack. Robert. age 18, and Thomas, Jr., age
20, who Is in St. Albans Naval Hospital with
a fractured skull and a plece of shrapnel in
his brain. These parents have instituted a
suits against the Government of Israel, de-
manding that the Government of Israel be
condemned for this action; that the Captains
of the torpedo gunboats and the strafing air-
craft be brought before a tribunal of the
United 8States and Israell Governments and
charged with .nurder and matming innocent
persons; and that the Government of Israel
be competted to pay punitive damages of
fifty million dollars.

The attack by the Israelis on the US.S.
Liberty was deliberate and planned, the ship
having been strafed and torpedoed so vi-
clously that there were over 800 holes in its
hull. Had the Israell forces heen successful in
einking the Liberty the atrocity would prob-
ably have been blamed on the Arabs and
Egyptians producing & Pearl Harbor reaction
in the United States. Was the attack to
the U.B. against the Arabs or to destroy in-
formation picked up by the communications
ship? Whatever devious purpose prompted
the attack we may never know, but we do
know tha{ it was a war crime of the greatest
magnitude.

THE 49TH ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION OF
THE AMERICAN LEGION, BOSTON, Mass., Av-
eusT 20, 80, 81, 1967

RESOLUTION NO. 608

CommlIittee: Foreign Relations.

Subject: U.8.8. Liberty Incident.

Whereas, on June 8, 1967, the U.8.8. Lib-
erty—while operating in international wa-
ters in the Eastern Mediterranean—was the
target of- an apparent deliberate attack by
Israel’s war planes and torpedo boats; and

Whereas, this unwarranted and wunpro-
voked attack killed 34 members of the Lib-
erty’'s crew, and wounded 75 other U.8. Navy
personnel on board, in addition to causing
extensive damage to the ship; and

Whereas, the U.8. Government's official in-
quiry covered the circumstances surround-
ing the intident, including the fact that the
ship was “properly mhrked as to her identity
and nationality, and in calm, clear weather”
when attacked, but the published report
falls to ptovide the American public with a
satigfagtory answer as to the reason for the
attack; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the American Legion in Na-
tional Convention assembled in Boston,
Massachusetts, August 29, 80, 31, 1967, That
The American legion denounces and con-
demns Israel's irresponsible attack on the
US8.8. Liberty, a United States’ ship and its
crew; and be it

Purther resolved, That The American
Legion insists that the United States Gov-
ernment conduct a complete and thofough
investigation of this incident, with the re-
sults to be made public insofar as security
permits; and be it

Further resolved, That The United Btates
Government demand full payment from the
Isracli Government for:
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(1) compensation to the next of kin of the
deceased:

(2) compensatdon to the wounded for in-
Jjuries and residual disabilities; and

(3) damages to the property of the United
Srates.

BRITAIN ENCOURAGES ARMED
AGGRESSION

« . RARICK (at the request of Mr.

HEec R of West Virginia) was granted
permiion to extend his remarks at this
point the REcorp and to include ex-
traneous\ynatter.)

Mr. RARICK. Mr. Speaker, on August
31, 1961, entered remarks in the Ap-
pendix of {§e REcorp which appeared
on page A44Q0 regarding the invasion
of Rhodesia b\ terrorist bands who were
equipped princigally by the Russian and
Chinese CommuNlsts.

As a further séyuel to those remarks,
I have received copy of Rhodesian
Prime Minister Ia} Smith's letter to
Harold Wilson of Oyeat Britain dated
August 28, 1967.

This communication
sight into terrorist act
authoritative manner.

Mr. Speaker, with cons
enter at this point the Pri
letter:

NOTE TO THE UNITED KINGDOM QOQVERNMENT
FROM THE RHODESIAN GOVERRMI
AvUGUST

The Rhodesia Government wishes
urgently to the attention of the
Government the following
Rhodeslia.

2—Leaders of the two banned RhodeNan
African Nationalist Organizations, the ZiRg-
babwe African People's Union (ZAPU) aiiy
the Zimbabwe African National Union
(ZANU) are now firmly established in Zam-
bia &nd it is from Lusaka that these people
plan subversive operations directed against
the Government of Rhodesla, including the
infiltration of armed terrorists and offensive
materials into this country.

3—At one time the President of Zambia,
through his security forces, tried to control
the movement of terrorists and offensive ma-
terials through his country. From about the
middle of 1968, however, when Rhodesian
terrorist activities commenced to increase,
all vestige of control appears to have van-
tshed and the Zambian QGovernment hg
since progressed from a policy of igno
or condoning such activities to one of g fex-
ing direct encouragement.

gives further in-
ties in a most

t granted 1
e Minister's

1697.

o draw
British
situatidg In

4—Rhodeslan terrorists receive fing in
a number of communist countriesginclud-
ing Russia, Red China, Cuba apnf Algeria,

and also at three or more camps Tangania.

Irrespective of their placeo T , terror-
{sts invariably move from pania to Zam-
bia where they are billetted /i specially con-

blished In the
thin easy striking

structed holding camps,
vicinity of Lusaks and
distance of Rhodesia.
5—In Zambia therg also & number of
centres used by subjrsive organizations for
the storage of armd, ammunition and other
offensive materiglh used in the equipping
of terrorist groyfPe. At their respective hold-

ing camp ZAP) and ZANU Party officials in- -

doctrinate th terrorists in Communist and
Party lIdeqg)fgy, pqmcululnln the context
of the p they are to play in creating a

sense off fear and uncertainty in Rhodesia.

6—gfroups for terroriat incursions into
Rhogfesia are issued with arms and equip-
mefit and oonveyéd, quite Openly, In LAPU
off ZANU vehicles along one or other of the
Zamblan road complexes to the Rhodesian

porder, where they are finally instructed on
gethods of infiltration and briefed on their
gets in Rhodesia. During the hours of
ness they are eoxpected to inflltrate

s the Zambezi River into this country.

7 ot only does the Zambian Govern-
men ondone the activities of Rhodesian
terroril in that oountry, but it is known
that on\pccasons Zambian Government offi-
cials acWually assist these people in pass-
ing throu§h the border between Zambila and
Tanzania.

dal
ac

8—The n¥in “supplier of arms and other
offensive mserials used by Rhodesian ter-
rorists is theWAfrican Liberation Committee
(AL.C.) of e Organization of African

Unity (OA.U.) \n Dar es Salaam. Here the
material 18 recei\ed from & number of Com-
munist countries\and ls stored by the Tan-
eanian Governmerk, which is responsible for
the control and subjequent issue of this ma-
terial to various Nationalist movements.

9—Although there no proof of direct
co-operation between §he Governoments of
Tanzanis ebd Zambid\ in respect of the
movement of offensive M\aterial, it is known
that the former Govertfment has already
suggested to the latter tiyt™it adopts some
method of control. It is elremely unlikely
that the Pambian Governnyent is ignorant
of the movement snd storsge of terrorist
arms in Zambia.

10—Since terriorist activity against Rhofi-
esia was intensified about the niiddle ofgfast

year, an ever-increasing numbe) of med
men, of both the ZAPU and 1gftions,
_ have been infiltrated into this co y from
Zambia. Initially, only amall gro ~" of ter-
rorists entered across the z\ River
from Zambia. In recent m ,. Rrger
bands—comprising up to thigfy or mory§ ter-
rorists—have crossed into hodesia. Ifttle
credence can therefore given to \ny

denial by the Zambian
it is unaware of the mg
numbers of men and
11—The current gfburity operation being
waged against the frge band of mixed South
African African Nftional Congress (SAANC)
and ZAPU terropfits i1n Western Matabeleland
hows withoutfny doubt that the Zambian
thorities ayff not only prepared to condone
orist acjfvities directed against Rhodesia,

Government that
ment of such larg
ntities of matert

buy are D willing to allow their country to
be Yged & rallying point for terrorists bent
on mpaign of violence against South
Afrt

1 e recent threat issued by the Orga-

nigitiothof African Unity to Rhodesian na-

Onalistthat they can expwect no further
inancial pport unless they can produce
proof of mfjtant action against Rhodeais has
had a two-fQld effect. It has influenced both
ZAPU and ZAYU to intensify the infiltration
of terrorists fjpm Zambia across the Zam-
bezi River, and\has stimulated ZAPU to ab-
duot over two hynd
in legitimate empipyment in Zambia, for ter-
rorist training in {anzania. Thus the Zam-
bisn Government become further im-
plicated by perml g these activities with
little or no interventio,

13—On the 19th Augdgst in Lusaka, James
Rbbert Chikerema, Vice\P dent of ZAPU,
and Oliver Tambo, Dep Prestident of the
SAANC, issued a joint Prelg release extolling
the activities of their odbined terrorist

groups presently operatin in Western
Matabeleland. .
14—The aim of these terrorljf bands is to
carry out indiscriminate killing purning and
looting in rural and urban are The Rho+
desian Goveroment will adopt th@most vu-

orous measures to proteot the p
their property and to seek out dutroy
these terrorist bands and individuly gun-
men,

ls—-lnuarmn: Government CARNCY, 68~
lulhlnotmpomtmuy h de-
opmenth. There has a complete b~
-onoooxanypmtmby British Goveri-
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»d Rhodesian Africans,

)

September 19, 1967

ment to the Zambian Government about t
passage of arms and offensive material, e
reception and harbouring of commuyg#fist
trained terrorists and the use of Zamjffa as
8 base for offensive operations againgf Rho-
desia.

16—Here i1s a case where a Gg
of one Commonwealth country ig
self to a policy of violence agg
Commonwealth country whic,
ted no aggression and desirgflf to be friendly
and co-operative. The Rhodgian Government
considers that Britain cogffinues to have ob-
ligations in Zambia tohfluence that Gov-
ermment towsard a pol of moderation. and
the discouragement gf violence against Rho-
desia. The Rhodegfa Government accord-
ingly lodgea a spfong protest against the
British Governrgfnt's lack of action in this

ernment
ending 1t-
st another
has commit-

respect and agliinst its connivance of the
hostile attit of the Zambian Government
towards peg and good government in Rho-
desia. ’

Mr, aker, the British Government
snubpMd its “‘royal” nose at this well-doc-
umgfifed and substantiated report. Such

by & supposedly peace-seeking
On—as QGreat Britain claims to be—
early emphasizes once again the Dr.

Jekyll-Mr. Hyde approach the British

now follow.

It further underscores a serious lack of
national principle by that Government.
Mr, Speaker, I place the Rhodesian

Prime Minister’'s remarks to Parliament

on this matter at this point:

“TERRORIST INCURSION FROM ZAMBIA"'—
PRIME MINISTER'S BTATEMENT IN THE RHO-
DESIAN PARLIAMENT
With the leave of the House, I wish to

make a statement. I lay on the Table of the

House a copy of the Note of 28th August,

1967, which the Rhodesla Government

handed to the British Government yesterday

in London drawing to the attention of the

British Government the recent spate of ter-
prist incursions into Rhodesia, pointing out
A them the encouragement and assistance

given to these terrorists by the Zambian

GoY%rnment and, more important, emphasiz-
ing \he fact timt the British Government
canndf escape ite share of responsibllity for

these dgvelopments,

The Rritish Government has rejected this
Note. Tll¢ head of the Rhodesian Resldual
Mission London was informed that the
Commonwagith Office had examined the doc-

ument and jad declared that it could not be
acoopted becjuse Her Majesty's Government
do not recogm\ze the Rhodesian Government
and cannot th\refore accept any diplomatic
Note emeanating\from them in that capacity.

I think this #¢tion by the British Gov-
ernment clearly eXpresses their disregard for
the well-being of Rhodesia, In spite of their
protests that they opposed to violence
and disorder. This at\tude is in strange con-
trast to the mill and police support
which Rhodesia and Rhodesian forces have
wuuncly given to the Cymmonwesalth in the

X wul not deal with the\period of the last
great war—the part plajed by Rhodesia
throughout this epic strujgie is too well

known to warrant repetition

Confining myself to the pogt-war era, let

me remind Britain that in 1}51 Rhodesia
provided two fighter squadronl as a con-
tribution to Commonwesalth defynse. For &
further post-war period Rhodesia Decame the
home of a Royal Alr Force tralnijg group
and the Rhodesian Government coxyributed
towards its upkeep. From 1056 to INS3, on

nine different occasions, Rhodesian Vampire
and Canberrs squadrons were detach§d to
Aden and Qyprus respectively and wWhile
there were undédr British command. In IR61
Rhodesian transport aircraft provided noty-



