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US NAVAL COURT CF | NQUI RY
USS LI BERTY
- FI RST DAY-

Let the record show that a Court of Inquiry is in session,
convened by Conmander in Chief, U S Naval Forces, Europe
at London, England. The hour is 2314, the date is 10 June
1967.

Present:

Rear Admiral Isaac Kidd, U S. Navy;

Captain Bernard J. Lauff, U S. Navy;

Captain Bert M Atkinson, Jr., U S. Navy, nmenbers.

Captain Ward Boston, Jr., U S. Navy, counsel for the court

I will now read the appointing order, original prefixed,

mar ked exhibit A Conmmander in Chief, U S. Naval Forces,
Europe, serial 1550/13 of 10 June 1967, from Comrander in
Chief, U S. Naval Forces, Europe to Rear Adniral |saac C
Kidd, U S. Navy, 111645/1100; Subject: Court of Inquiry to
inquire into the circunstances surroundi ng the armed attack
on USS LIBERTY (AGTR-5) on 8 June 1967; Reference (a) JAG
Manual . I n accordance with section 0402 of reference (a).
a Court of Inquiry is hereby appointed to inquire into the
circunstances surrounding an arned attack on USS LI BERTY
(AGTR-5) which occurred at approximately 1230Z, 8 June 1967,
while steaming in the vicinity of 31023' North Latitude,
33025' East Longitude. The Court will convene at
Headquarters, U S. Naval Forces, Europe, London, Engl and at
2000 on 10 June 1967, or as soon thereafter as practicabl e.
The Court shall consist of you as president, and Captain
Bernard J. LAUFF, USN, 007651/1100, and Captain Bert M

ATKI NSON, Jr., USN, 44705?/1100, as nenbers. Captain Ward
Boston, Jr., USN, 419067?/1620, a |lawyer qualified in the
sense of article 27(b) of the Uniform Code of Mlitary
Justice, is hereby designated counsel for the Court, and

Li eut enant Commander Al | en FEI NGERSCH, USN, ?13119/1100, is
her eby desi gnated assistant counsel for the court. The
court is directed to inquire into all the pertinent facts
and circunstances |eading to connected with the arned
attack danage resulting ??? ??? ??? of and injuries to nava
personnel. After ??????mmtoin the Court shall submt its
findings of fact. The duty of the Court to designate

[1]

i ndividual s as parties to the inquiry during the

proceedi ngs, when appropriate, is set forth in section
0102(?) of reference (a). The Court is directed to take the
testimony of witnesses under oath and to submit(?) a
verbatimrecord of this proceedings. Mlitary w tnesses
will be warned of their rights in accordance with article 31
of the Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice prior to the taking
of their testinony. The Court will conduct its proceedi ngs
in closed session. Commander in Chief, U S. Naval Forces,
Europe, will furnish the necessary reporters and other
clerical assistance to the Court for the purpose of
recordi ng the proceedi ngs and preparing the record of this
Court of Inquiry. Signed John S.(?) MCain, Jr.
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Al matters prelimnary to the inquiry have been deterni ned
and the Court will sit in closed session. Counsel for the
Court will now administer the oath to the nenbers and the
recorder and the President will adninister the oath to the
counsel for the court.

The appoi nted reporter, YNC Joeray Spencer, U. S. Navy, the
menbers of the court and counsel for the court were sworn.

Captain Leonard Raish, U S. Navy, took the stand as a

wi tness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under Article
31 of the Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice and exam ned as
fol |l ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by counsel for the court:

Q State your nane, rank, organization and present duty
station.

A. | am Captain Leonard Robert Raish, | amthe Assistant
Chief of Staff for Conmunications, Conmmander in Chief, U S
Naval Forces, Europe.

Q Captain, this Court of Inquiry has been convened to
inquire into the circunmstances attendant with the armed
attack on USS LIBERTY. On 8 June 1967. WIIl you pl ease
state your whereabouts.

A. | was on duty in ClNCUSNAVEUR Headquarters.

Q WII you please state(?) to the Court what, if any
know edge you have ????????????depl oynent (?) of USS LI BERTY
(AGTR-5) in the Mediterranean

[2]

A.  Yes, as Assistant Chief of Staff, | have the privilege
of participating in the daily operations and intelligence
briefings held in the Headquarters. An essential part of
these briefings are the novenents of ships in the NAVEUR
command area. The LIBERTY passed through the Straits of

G braltar, entered the Mediterranean, and took, a generally
easterly course, culmnating in the position at which she
was hit.

Q What identification is relevant to the AGIR-5.

A. This ship is a conm ssioned ship of the United States
Navy, designated USS LIBERTY. She is a technical research
ship comranded by a line officer.

Q Do you have in your custody as Assistant Chief of Staff
for Conmuni cations, any official records fromthe files of

Cl NCUSNAVEUR concer ni ng the depl oynment of USS LIBERTY in the
Medi t erranean?

A Affirmative, | do. | have with nme tonight nessages
pertaining to conmuni cati ons problens and events prior to
and following the time that she was hit.

At this time, Counsel for the Court will request the
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reporter to mark, as exhibits for the record, these nmessages
which are offered into evidence of the proceedings of this
Court of Inquiry. These nessages will be marked Exhibits
1,2,3,4,5.

There being no objection, the exhibits were received in
evi dence.

I now request Captain Raish to read these nessages.

Captain Raish: Exhibit 1 is a Joint Chiefs of Staff Secret
message 0115457 JUN 67 from JCS to USCI NCEUR, info CNQ,

CI NCLANTFLT, ClI NCUSNAVEUR, COMSI XTHFLT, CTF 64, USS LI BERTY,
DI RNSA, NSAEUR, DI RNAVSECGRU, ADI RNAVSECGRU,

DI RNAVSECGRULANT, DI RNAVSECGRUEUR, subj ect USS LI BERTY SKED,
reference DI RNSA G 104/ 311906Z (NOTAL-BOM). 1. Wen RFS
request sail LIBERTY in accordance with the follow ng
schedule: A 2 June depart Rota. B. 2-8 June ENROUTE VI A
G BRALTAR STRAIT CPA AS PERM TS. THEN VI A NORTHERN AFRI CA
COASTAL ROQUTE TO PCSI T 32- 00N 33-00E. CAP MOROCCCO MALTA 8
NM CLAI MED DI ST 3 NM CPA SPAIN TUNI SI A SARDINIA SICILY
CRETE 7 NM CLAIMS EFBDIT(?) 6 NM CPA ALCERI A LI BYA UAR 13
NM CLAIMED DI ST 12 NM C. 9-30 JUNE CONDUCT OPS SOUTH OF
32- O0ON AND BETWEEN 33- 00E AND 34- O0E.

[3]

VWHI LE CONDUCTI NG OPS CPA UAR 12.5 NM CPA | SREAL 6.5 NM 2.
REQUEST JCS (JRC) CNO CI NCLANT (JRC) CI NCLANTFLT BE | NCLUDED
AS | NFO ADDEES ON ALL MOVREPS, DAILY SI TREP AND | NCl DENT
REPORTS. 3. ENROUTE TECH TASKI NG LAW RE?. 4. PROCEDURES
FOR DEVELOPI NG JULY SKED FOLLOW Exhibit 2 is a Joint
Chief's of Staff nessage, Confidential 072230Z JUN 67, from
JCS to USCI NCEUR, info CNO, ClINCLANT, ClINCLANTFLT,

Cl NCUSNAVEUR, COVSI XTHFLT, CTF 67, USS LI BERTY, HQNASAEUR,
NASAEUR OFF GERMANY, DI RNSA, DI RNAVSECGRU, ADI RNAVSECGRU,

Dl RNAVSECGRULANT, DI RNAVSECCRUEUR, subj ect USS LI BERTY,
reference JCS 6724/011545Z JUN 67. 1. I N VI EW PRESENT

S| TUATI ON EAST MED, OPERATI NG AREA SPECI FI ED REF FOR

GUI DANCE ONLY AND NMAY BE VARI ED AS LOCAL CONDI Tl ONS

DI CTATE. 2. CHANGE CPA UAR TO 20 NM | SRAEL 15 NM Exhi bi t
3 is a Joint Chiefs of Staff Top Secret nessage 080110Z JUN
67, fromJCS to USCI NCEUR, info CNO, ClI NCLANT, ClI NCLANTFLT,
Cl NCUSNAVEUR, COVSI XTHFLT, CTF 64, USS LI BERTY, HQNSAVEUR,
NSAEUR OFF GERVANY, DI RNSA, DI RNAVSECGRU, ADI RNAVSECGRU,

DI RNAVSECGRULANT, DI RNAVSECCRUEUR, subj ect USS LI BERTY,
references A JCS 7337/072230Z JUN 67, B. COVSI XTHFLT
071503Z JUN 67 (NOTAL), 1. CANCEL REF A. 2. REQ LI BERTY
COWPLY NEW OP AREAS DEFI NED LAST SENTENCE PARA 2 REP B,

UNTI L FURTHER NOTI CE, |.E., NOT CLOSER THAN 100 NM TO

| SRAEL, SYRI A, EGYPT AND 25 NMto CYPRUS. Exhibit 4 is a
COVBI XTHFLT Secret message 080917Z JUN 67, from COVSl XTHFLT
to USS LI BERTY, subject USS LI BERTY OPERATI ONS, references
A. JCS 0115457 JUN 67, B. JCS 080110Z JUN 67, C. COVSI XTHFLT
0623497 JUN 67. 1. PARA 1 REF Cis MOD FlI ED BY REF B.
PRCCEED | MVED TO OPERATE WTHIN A 25 M LE RADIUS OF PCSIT
33-40N 32- 30E UNTIL FURTHER NOTI CE. DO NOT APPROACH COAST
OF UAR, | SRAEL, SYRI A OR LEBANON CLCSER THAN ONE HUNDRED

M LES AND CYPRUS CLOSER THAN TWENTY FIVE M LES. 2. NO TASK,
ORGANI ZATI ON ASSI GNED TO LI BERTY, 3. ACKNOALEDGE. Exhibit 5
is a COvBl XTHFLT Secret nessage 101205Z JUN 67, from
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COVBI XTHFLT to CI NCUSNAVEUR, references A, Cl NCUSNAVEUR
101036Z JUN 67, B. JCS 080110Z JUN 67. 1. REF A TAKEN FOR
ACTI ON, 2. ACCORDI NG TO CO, USS LIBERTY, REF B AND ALL
ASSOCI ATED MESSAGES TO PASS CONTENT OF REF F WERE NOT
RECEI VED ON BOARD LI BERTY PRI OR TO ATTACK

[4]

Q Fromthe information in the exhibits, was USS LI BERTY at
the tinme of the attack, at the position that she was ordered
to proceed to?

A.  Yes, however, she did not receive two key nessages which
in effect cancel ed the orders under which she was operating.

Q \Wich are the two key messages you are referring to.
A, JCS 080110Z and COVSI XTHFLT 080917Z.

Q WII you please explain to the Court, in a narrative
manner, the substance of these nmessages and the
applicability of the nmessages to USS LI BERTY ?

A.  LIBERTY was operating pursuant to a JCS nessage,
0115457, June 67, which directed her to proceed to position
320 North, 33 East. These orders were later nodified by JCS
0722302, which specified that the operating area specified
in JCS 0115457 was for guidance only and may be varied as

| ocal conditions dictate. This message al so indicated
"change the CPA to UAR to 20 NM and Israel 15 NM The next
message, JCS 080110Z, a Top Secret message directed

USCI NCEUR to change the operating area of LIBERTY such that
she remained at |east 100 miles off the coast of Syria,
Israel, and UAR, and at least 25 mles off the coast of
Cyprus. This message was also info to several addees

i ncl udi ng Cl NCUSNAVEUR, COMSI XTHFLT, and USS LI BERTY.
Action on this message was directed to CONSI XTHFLT.

Q Is there any information avail able that LIBERTY received
the JCS nessage 080110z7

A. The LIBERTY did not receive that nessage.
Q On what basis do you formthat opinion?

A. | formthat opinion on the information received from
COVBI XTHFLT, who had queried the Captain of the LIBERTY,
COMVBI XTHFLT 101205Z.

Q In other words, it is clear and certain that USS LI BERTY
did not receive the nessage directing it to stay outside of
100 miles of the coast?

A, Yes. Additionally, COVSBlI XFLT, by his 080917Z repeated
t he substance

[5]

of the JCS 080110Z when he directed the LIBERTY to conply
with the | ater nessage.

Q \What response to indicated fromthe LI BERTY?

http://www.ussliberty.org/nci.txt (4 of 130) [5/3/2003 8:04:33 PM]



http://www.ussliberty.org/nci.txt
A. The LIBERTY did not receive that nessage either

Q As a comunications specialist, will you pl ease advise
the Court of your opinion predicated on the exhibits in
evi dence, why these two nmessages were not received by

LI BERTY?

A. Yes. The analysis reveals that the JCS nessage,
080110Z, was erroneously routed by the comruni cati ons center
serving the JCS to NAVCOVBTAPHI L for delivery to USS

LI BERTY. At 080449 NAVCOVSTAPHI L took the correct action
and re-routed JCS 080110Z to NAVCOMSTA MOROCCO for delivery
to LIBERTY. Up to the current tinme this nmessage has not
arrived at NAVCOVBTA MOROCCO, and we are still attenpting to
trace the reason for non-delivery to NAVCOVSTA MOROCCO

COVBI XTHFLT' s 080917Z which directed LIBERTY to conply with
JCS 080110Z and essentially repeated its text as well, was
sent fromthe LI TTLE ROCK at 081058. The el apsed tine in
getting this nessage off the ship was about one hour and 45
m nutes. NAVCOVSTA MOROCCO rout ed COVBI XTHFLT' s nessage to
Asmara via San Pabl o Spai n Def ense Conmuni cati on System -
USAF maj or relay. At 081200, COVSI XTHFLT's nessage was
received by the U S. Arny Communications Center at Asnara
for further relay to NAVCOVWSTA ASMARA for placing on the
broadcast to USS LIBERTY. At 081215Z the U. S. Arny

Conmruni cati ons Canter Asmara rel ayed the COVSBI XTHTFLT
message erroneously to NAVCOVMSTA GREECE for relay to

LI BERTY. At 081506, and there is sone question about the
preci seness of this tinme, NAVCOMWSTA GREECE returned the
COVBI XTHFLT nessage back to the U S. Arnmy Communi cati ons
Cent er Asnara. At 081510 U. S. Arny Comuni cations Center
Asmara then rel ayed the COVBlI XTHFLT nessage correctly to
NAVCOWMSTA Asnara and it was placed on the broadcast at
081525. dearly, LIBERTY had not received this nessage as
she was hit at |east three hours before.

Q In recapitulation, the official records from
Cl NCUSNAVEUR, whi ch you have read into these proceedings,
indicate that at the tine USS LI BERTY

[6] was under attack, she had not
recei ved either of these two messages, COVSI XTHFLT 0808177
and JCS 080110z?

A. Yes, that is correct. Do any nenbers of the Court have
questions of the wtness?

Captain LAUFF: Q Can you give an opinion, based on your
experience, as to why these failures to deliver occur in our
syst enf?

A. Yes, in iy opinion these errors in routing turned out to
be human errors on the part of the persons doing the routing
in the Comruni cations Center serving the JCS and in the Arny
Communi cations Center at Asmara. | would like to further
point out that at the time these m s-routes occurred we were
several days in a critical situation in the Md East with a
trenmendous vol umre of high precedence traffic being handl ed
and that the undoubtedly young kids who were doing this work
were up against traffic volume and probably |ack of
experience. Communication systens |ike weapons systens
these days are sophisticated but still performan well as
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t he peopl e who operate them

Q Under the conditions such as you have just descri bed,
what do you estimate a normal delay time of the precedence
of the JCS nessage 080110Z or the COVSBI XTHFLT nessage
080917Z - what would be the delay time to the ship on

aver age?

A. It would be unrealistic to give you an average because
there are so many contingencies. The DCA has established

st andards which we use for guidance, however, neeting these
standards is difficult to achieve particularly under the
circunstances that we have been invol ved over the past week.

Q Had the errors connected with the routing of the
messages i n question not occurred, would the nessages have
been received by LIBERTY in a tinely fashion?

A.  The answer to that to yes.
[7]
Rear Admiral KIDD: Do you gentlenen have any more questions?
No Sir.
Captain, | have two or three questions | would Iike to ask

Q Are all of the terminals in the systemrelated to
delivery of the nmessages in question, to the best of your
know edge. now on-line crypto- equi pped?

A Affirmative.

Q Has the introduction of the on-line system in your
experience, introduced a situation where we are perhaps
becom ng i ncreasingly confident and dependent upon
automation in general terns, beyond that which existed
before the on-line systens were nmade a part of the
commruni cati ons network?

A. Yes sir. W are both confident and dependent, and in ny
opinion this is all to the good due to the increased
capability of the system and increased speed of handling
nessages.

Q Has the incidence rate of identifiable problens typified
by these two messages increased, decreased, or remained
about the same since the introduction of on-line crypto?

A. | have no way of conparing that sir, this in |like saying
were there nore autonobile accidents in the 1947 nodel
aut onobi | es conpared to the 1967 autonpbil es.

Q | think captain, you have really answered the question
indirectly in the affirmative, that there to an increased

i nci dence rate because with the increased capability, has

not the volune increased al so?

A It wasn't ny intention to give you that inpression, sir.
Yes, there has been a quantumincrease in volune, ergo, the
chances for errors would be greater, | grant you that. But
on a percentage basis, | doubt it. On the old system you
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wer e dependent on human beings all along the |ine. Under the
new system of course, you are still dependent on human
bei ngs, but in fewer places.

Q Are the human bei ngs on whom we are dependi ng now of the
same or different qualification and experience |evels?

[8]

A. Depending on the point you nake the conparison, but
prior to on-line systens we use to have officer coding
boards usually nade up of junior officers. Now coding
boards are generally a thing of the past and enlisted nen
operating on-line equipnment do this work. | would say,
quality of personnel in sonme respects is down, particularly
in the comuni cations field, because reenlistnment for hard
driving communicators is not the best. In ny opinion, the
Navy is acconplishing with youngsters, that is with strikers
and third class petty officers, that which comrercial

communi cati on conpani es woul dn't attenpt to do unl ess they
had personnel w th considerably nore experience. Efficiency
of personnel is arelative thing as | see it, associated
with experience. W are operating a sophisticated

conmuni cations systemw th a substantial percentage of first
term personnel. On the officer side, we are doing the job
with essentially a hard corps of LDOs and the rest are
young reserve officers, the great majority of whomare short
tinmers.

Q When a nessage of the precedence of the two in question
is received in a comunications termnal, what if any al arns
or other signals are used to alert the individuals at the
receiving point that a particularly inmportant nessage has
arrived?

A.  The comuni cators are governed by precedences. They do
not have the tine nor are they expected to anal yze texts of
messages in addition to determning inportance. Flash
messages are associated by either alarmbells or a warning
light of some kind. As | recall, neither of these were
flashed. Operational imediate nessages and the practice in
conmuni cations centers to shout out "op imedi ate com ng
through" or something sinmlar so that personnel concerned
have their attention drawn to the fact that an op i medi ate
i s being processed.

Q Now, when you have hundreds of op inmedi ate nessages
arriving in the sane center, then | would imagine that this
system col | apses of its own weight?

A | wouldn't say it collapses, but human beings m ght tend
to | ose respect for the precedence because of its obviously
excessi ve use.

[ 9]
However, wherever | have been, they say "op imedi ate com ng
through". Sonetines several times a minute - they still say
it - they try.

Q The point | am seeking, Captain, relates to the order in
whi ch these nmessages coul d expect attention by the
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i ndi vi dual who would first address hinself to it after it
left the nmechanical and electrical machines in order to
first identify, in this case, an error in routing indicator.

A.  The basic rule of comunicators is "first in, first out
by precedence". Thus, if there were twenty op i mediates in
process and the 21st cane in, it would wait its turn and
then nove al ong.

Q Does ny recollection serve me correctly, Captain, that
during the period of tinme under consideration, the days
preceding, and imrediately follow ng, the LIBERTY's attack,
the circuits were relatively well choked; or perhaps that is
an over-statenent with FBIS intercepts and simlar traffic
transmtted at a very high precedence?

A W were very busy with traffic of that nature,
particularly with FBIS intercepts. Al of which were at

| east op i mredi ate. However, these conditions had little,
if anything to do in directly causing the mis-routes.

Q M point, Captain, is that a m s-routed nmessage arriving
- it seems to ne would have to wait its turn to find the
m s-route and identify it, is that correct?

A. You are correct, sir, it would wait its turn under the
first in first out by precedence rule.

Q M next question, Captain, relates to possible

saf eguards in the comruni cati ons system wherein a nessage
originated with a particular precedence and which
experienced inordinate delay, what safeguards, if any are
available for internediate stations to raise the precedence
wher e del ays have been experienced up to the tinme of receipt
where the delay is identified?

A. Here is where experience counts. An experienced
communi cator will notice this and do something about it.
This is something you can't legislate, sir. A mechanica
safeguard is not feasible, but an experienced person can do
somet hi ng about it.

[10]

Q Have you, in your career, had occasion to personally
observe instances where precedences have been raised under
such circunst ances?

A.  The assignnent of a precedence to the responsibility of
the originator, thus the comruni cators would not raise the
precedence per se, however, depending on their experience,
they could handle it in a manner as though it had a hi gher
precedence; and this | have seen done often. For exanple,
sir, in many cases there are either direct circuits or the
NAVCOMOPNET avai |l abl e and nessages can be sent over such
circuits and taken out of competition with all other genera
traffic.

Q Did Asmara, or does Asmara have such a NAVCOVOPNET?
A Affirmative.

Q | would gather then that the two critical nessages in
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question did not enjoy this type of service, is that
correct?

A. Certainly, the one message from COVElI XTHFLT was not
routed over that circuit, it went over DCS circuits.

Q Wuld the situation that we have just been discussing,

Captai n, conme under the headi ng which you nentioned earlier,
of lack of experience being a key to identifying a nessage

that had been delayed, in this particular incident?

A. Possibly, sir, in the case of the COWVSI XTHFLT nmessage.
Thi s nmessage was nis-routed by the Arny's comm center in
Asmara and sent to NAVCOVWMSTA GREECE. The sol dier who did
the mis-route may have been inexperienced, or what have you,
but then NAVCOWSTA GREECE apparently was a little slowin
getting this nessage back to Asmara and here experience

m ght have been a factor. On the other hand, we know
NAVCOMSTA GREECE had been handling a lot of FBIS type
messages and the delay coul d have been under the first in
first out rule. Al so, the NAVCOVSTA GREECE personnel could
have returned this nmessage direct to NAVCOVSTA ASMARA had
the experience factor been present. Mnd you, this business
is surm sed because | do not know the rate and enli st nent
time of the traffic handlers involved.

Let the record show at this point that Captain Raish has
been asked to develop a set of questions for submission to
conmuni cation officers,

[11]

Rel ay stations, and centers involved to ascertain the reason
for the del ays experienced by the two nessages under
di scussi on.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

The Court adjourned at 0250 hours, 11 June 1967, to be
reconvened at the call of the President.

The President, Counsel to the Court and Reporter proceeded
to Souda Bay, Crete and boarded USS LIBERTY at sea enroute
to Malta. The Court net aboard LIBERTY at 0630 hours, 12
June 1967, but adjourned until arrival of LIBERTY at Malta
to nmeet with full court.

- SECOND DAY-

At Malta, the hour 0755, the date 13 June 1967. This court
of inquiry is nowin session again. All persons connected

with the Court who were present when the Court adjourned in
London, England on 11 June 1967 are again present in Court

except that the Assistant Counsel for the Court who is now
present will be sworn.

The Assistant Counsel for the court, Lieutenant Conmander
Al l en Feingersch, U S. Navy, was sworn

http://www.ussliberty.org/nci.txt (9 of 130) [5/3/2003 8:04:33 PM]



http://www.ussliberty.org/nci.txt

Ensign David G Lucas, U S. Naval Reserve, took the
stand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights
under article 31, Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice and
exam ned as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by counsel for the Court:

Q Please state your name, rank, organization, and present
duties station.

A. Ensign David G Lucas, First Lieutenant and Gunnery
O ficer, USS LIBERTY (AGIR-5).

Let the record show that this witness is being called out of
order in order that he may be nedically evacuated to a
hospital ashore for [deleted] and that he is experiencing
consi der abl e physical disconfort at this tine.

Q M. Lucas, as you are well aware, this Court of
I nquiry has been convened to inquire into the circunstances
attendant with the arned

[12]

attack on the U S. Naval vessel, USS Liberty, which
occurred on 8 June 1967. WIIl you please describe to the
court the circunmstances of that incident that you recall?

A.. Yes Sir. W had a general quarters drill which secured
shortly prior to 1400. After securing fromthe drill | came
to the wardroom and was in the presence of Lieutenant Col den
and Ensign Scott. Ensign Scott |eft the wardroom and we
heard the word passed over the 1MC to stand clear of the

mot or whal eboat while testing engines. Very shortly after
that word was passed we heard what sounded |ike a very | oud
thunp or crash. M. CGolden and | half junped from our

seats, we | ooked at each other, and both thought that the
nmot or whal eboat had fallen fromits davit onto the deck. W
went to the closest porthole, pulled the curtains, and did
see sone dust and bl ack snoke rising. It was at this tine
that the general quarters alarmwas sounded, and we knew
that we had been attacked. | went into the passageway
out si de the wardroom vi a at hwart shi ps passageway to the
starboard side of the main deck and fromthere used the

| adder to go to the bridge, the 03 level. Upon arriving on
the bridge | got my battle helmet and ny life jacket from
the starboard gear |ocker and was just getting ready to go
to ny general quarters station which is on the 04 |level, the
flying bridge. W were hit by what | assune to be the
second pass of aircraft. Another man was next to nme. |
think he was a signalman. W both hit the deck just outside
the starboard hatch leading to the pil othouse. Three or
four shells hit in our area. After that shelling had
ceased, | went into the pilothouse, didn't figure it was too
safe to go to the 04 level at that time. Another pass was
made and everyone in the pilothouse hit the deck. Wen | did
enter the pilothouse, the officer of the deck for genera
quarters, LT. O CONNER, had al ready been injured and had
been carried into ClC which is just aft of the
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pi | ot house. The junior officer of the deck at genera
quarters, LT ENNIS, was lying in the after portion of the

pi | ot house and appears to have [deleted]. | can't recal
what ot her personnel were on the bridge at that tine. It
consi sted

[13]

of several phone talkers and a third class quarternaster,
BROAN, was at the helm which was his general quarters
station. | left the pilothouse, cane to the wardroomto

|l earn the condition of LT. O CONNER and LT Ennis. Canme down
the | adder in the superstructure. Wen | got to the 02

| evel, the nmen were carrying the Executive O ficer LCDR
ARMSTRONG, down to the wardroom for nmedical aid. At the
time | saw him he appeared to be in shock, was very pale,
and was not saying anything. M. ENNIS had gotten partially
down - they were having difficulty carrying himdown and he
was in the passageway outside his stateroom waiting for
attention to his leg. | cane into the wardroom and there
were at least half a dozen casualties in there being
treated. Several of the enlisted nen had been in the spaces
forward of the superstructure, and the I C shop and the
energency di esel room These areas had been shelled very
heavily on one of the first passes. | found out the

emer gency diesel did not work and that the gyro was not
functioning either. | left the wardroom area. Sonehow we
received word that there was a fire burning on the 01 | evel,
port side. It was in the vicinity where two 55 gallon druns
of P-250 fuel was stored. Sone enlisted nen in the
passageways got a hose and were putting out the fire. The
fire had spread aft of the P-250 cans and the four life

rafts were burning on the 01 level. | can't remenber the
exact amount of tinme that | did spend in the superstructure
area. Wien | was in the passageways, | hear we did receive
sone nore shelling. | returned to the bridge. To the best

of my know edge, when | did return to the bridge, the only
peopl e present were the Comrandi ng Officer, one phone

tal ker, who was |ying on the deck in the chart room
quartermaster BROM on the helmand nyself. Before | went
back to the bridge, we had received word over the phones
that were working, we had very little conmunication as such
the 1IMC was hit and not functioning. The only communications
we had were via sound-powered phones. W had received the
word "standby for a torpedo attack". It was very shortly
after | returned to the bridge the Commanding Oficer
hollered in to pass over all circuits, "standby for another
torpedo attack, starboard side".

[14]

The torpedo hit and it seened like within a matter of
seconds we had a ten degree starboard list. Shortly after
that the Conmanding Officer called me to the starboard wi ng,
asked ne to get sone glasses to try to help himidentify the
patrol craft. He had been using his binoculars and was al so
t aki ng phot ographs of the aircraft and of the three patrol
craft. | did not actually see any of the aircraft. | was
able to read the hull nunber on one patrol craft as it
passed abeamto starboard, going in exactly the opposite
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direction that we were going, and it was at this tine | told
the Commandi ng O ficer what the number was. He said, "log

it". Wiich | did, in the quarternasters notebook. At that
time, there was no quarternaster available. This was the
first entry that | nmade in the log. | continued to make
entries for approximately the next 45 minutes. There were
still just the four people on the bridge. This was the

Conmandi ng Officer, third class quartermaster BROM on the
hel m and seanan LAMAR on the sound-powered phones, and
mysel f. The Captain warned us to take cover, the shelling
started again. Everyone took cover as best we could. There
were shells, or fragnents of shells, flying in through the
starboard hatch, which no one had been able to secure. A
quartermaster, when these shells started flying, stepped
back fromthe helmto get as much protection fromthe corner

of the chart roomas possible. He still had his hand, one
hand on the wheel. | was two paces to his left, and two
paces behind him A fragnent hit him | think from behind.

It must have cone through the bul khead in the chart room

He I et out a gasp, fell backwards into the chart room and
within, say a minute, was dead. | grabbed the helm noticed
that | had no power at all, the gyro repeater was not
functioning, the rudder angle indicator was not functioning.
None of the instruments there were working. W had been
attenpting to get away fromthe area as fast as possible, on
an approxi mate course of 000. The Captain asked what the
current heading was. W were turning in a fairly good sized
arc at that tine. | had no indication of how nuch rudder |
had on. | could not correct it to steer sonmething close to
000 nagnetic. We get the phone

[ 15]

talker to contact after steering and shifted control to
after steering. Even after control was shifted, the people
back there were having a difficult time. | think to start
with, they were steering by hand. There was sone firing
fromthe patrol boats. They had periodically fired at us.
There was now a lull in the firing. And yet, it sounded as
if the nen at mount 53, this would be the 03 | evel starboard
side aft of the pilothouse, it sounded as if they were
firing at the patrol craft who at that tine were within a
thousand yards at an approximate rel ative bearing of 120.
The Commandi ng Officer was on the starboard wi ng and had
these patrol craft in view He ordered ne to tell the nen
on mount 53 to cease firing. A fire had started at this
time on the starboard side. The hit had occurred somewhere
inthe vicinity of the bridge. The flanmes had gone back to
the notor whal eboat, and it was burning rapidly at that
time. | could not see mount 53 fromthe starboard side. |
went out the port hatch. The first thing | noticed was
mount 54 was vacant. The flanmes fromthe liferaft and the
P- 250 fuel had reached nount 54 and chased everyone out of
there. | ran back to mount 54, |ooked over the skylight
fromthe engineering spaces. Had a clear view of nmount 53
from say the waste |evel up, and there was no one on mount
53. The flames fromthe notor whal eboat were coni ng over
the lip of the nount. | assune that the bullets that were
in the gun, or bullets that were in a ready service
ammuni ti on box, very near there, were cooking off and
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firing. | ran back, reported to the Commandi ng O ficer,
that there was no one firing from nount 53, that the flanes
must be causing the bullets to cook off. Munt 51 and 52 on
the forecastle had been long silent by this tinme. Mny of
the men, there were three assigned to each nmount, many of
the men were killed on the first strafing attack. Wen |
first did |look forward at the nmounts, there was one nan cut
in half on nmount 51, and it looked as if there were at |east
two nmen in nount 52 who were severed. After that tine, |
believe there was just one nore shot fired. A seaman,
LARKINS, was told to man mount 51, either told or he

vol unteered to, and he got off one shot, the Commandi ng
Oficer hollered for himto cease

[ 16]

fire, which he did. | can recall no further firing from
either side after that time. The Commandi ng O ficer
hol l ered "cease fire", and it was approximately at this tine
the patrol craft were bearing approxinately 160 rel ative.
One of themwas trying to signal us. The snoke fromthe

not or whal eboat al nost conpl etely obscured the patrol craft
fromus. There was a second cl ass signal man, DAVID, on the
starboard wing. None of us were able to determ ne what the
signaling was - the snoke was too intense. Shortly after
that, another patrol craft approached us fromthe starboard
side and did manage to get clear of the snoke. The

si gnal man took the nessage, "do you need help? ". The
Conmandi ng Officer told signalman DAVID to give a negative
reply. We still did not know the identity of the patro
craft itself other than the fact than we had gotten the hul
nunber earlier. This appeared to be one of the sane three
boats that had attacked us earlier. The patrol craft then
appeared to rendezvous at two to three thousand yards astern
of us, a relative bearing of 200. A helicopter was sighted,
and then a second helicopter. Signalman DAVID who is very
know edgeabl e on aircraft and who had al so been | ooki ng at
Janes Aircraft several days prior to the attack, stated,
"those aren't ours, they're Russian made, Sikorsky nopdel s".
One of the helos cane close to the port wi ng, came down to
our level, and we tried to comunicate with each other, but

had no success. | was told to go to the forecastle to see
if | could aidin asling drop. It appeared as if they
wanted to | ower soneone on the ship. W still could not get

our signals straight. Wen | did get on the forecastle, |
saw t he Commandi ng Officer waving his arns in a negative
sign. W waived the helicopter away fromthe area of the
forecastle. It went back to the port w ng again.
Eventual |y, soneone in the hel o wapped up a package of sone
sort and threw it to the people on the bridge. To the best
of ny recollection the people on the bridge were the
Conmandi ng O ficer, signalman DAVID and a Chief petty

O ficer THOWPSON. The package had a calling card attached
toit and it either said, "U S. Naval Attach,, Tel Aviv",
or nerely, "Naval Attach,, Tel Aviv"'. W did

[17]

get the numbers of both helicopters in the quartermasters
log. They were either "04 or D4" and "08 or D8". There
al so appeared to be a "Star of David" on the side of the
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hel o. The hel o was waved away shortly after the calling
card was thrown over, we saw no nore of the helos. Now it
was the matter of still trying to get the ship out of the
area. W had no idea whether we would be attacked again or
not. The list had held steady at approxi mately 10 degrees.
After steering was able to keep us on sonewhat of a
northerly course, although we were weaving anywhere from 30
to 40 degrees either side of our chosen nagnetic course of
000. | was getting the rudder angles to steer for awhile
call ed back to after steering and then the Commandi ng
Oficer was giving themafter that. The Commandi ng O fi cer
had been injured in his right | eg on what nust have been the
first aircraft pass. He was bl eeding profusely. The
Captain had been administered first aid and he had a belt
tourniquet around his leg. He insisted on being everywhere
that he could. He was on both wings, in and out of the

pi | ot house, taking pictures. | believe at the tine | was
giving orders to after steering the bleeding had started
again on the Captains |eg wound. |'mjust theorizing that

the shell fragnent that was |odged in the | eg had been
di scharged by his novenent. W called the corpsman, and the
Captain was stretched out on the port w ng, being

adm nistered first aid. He was still calling orders into
me to relay on to after steering. Bleeding did stop and the
Conmandi ng Officer once again was, well, this tinme he was
placed in his chair on the port wing. He gave orders there
for quite awhile. It was also a matter of identification
We, ourselves, were asking the question, "Wwo nade the
attacks?", "And why?". There was a tine when | was in the

pil ot house that | heard the Conmandi ng Oficer holler to
sonmeone, perhaps signal man DAVID, to get the Ensign, the
colors, off the deck. | went out to the starboard w ng, and
there was an Ensign on the deck. | went out a little bit
further and | ooked up and we were flying our Ensign. |
found that later all of the starboard halyards or hoists
had been shot down and that signal man DAVID had run up

anot her Ensi gn.

[ 18]
Thi ngs qui eted down sonewhat at this tine. We still had no
indication if we were still under attack or not. | know

that there were several times later in the afternoon and
early evening that we did take cover at the order of the
Conmandi ng O ficer when sonme aircraft did approach at a

distance. W were still doing the best we could to head due
North. We still had considerable deviation fromthe base
course. | can't recall what speed we finally did attain.

I think we tried to make turns for 8 knots, and found it too
difficult at that speed to hold the course, and dropped back
to all ahead 1/3. W had main control nake turns for five
knots. There were several tinmes when we were alnost dead in
the water. Believe that just before or just after the
torpedo attack we had no turns. Another tine that | can
recall that |ube oil suction was |ost. Both boilers were
on the line. W had to wait until that situation was
corrected. Seens as if there were several other occasions
when it was not possible to get power. After the attack
fromthe patrol boats had stopped, and before we had
steadi ed up, or successfully steadied up on an approxi mate
course of 000, | was checking the fathoneter, which was the
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only piece of equipnment on the bridge that | know was
functioning and it was only functioning on the 100 fathom
scale at the time. Qur readings started decreasing rapidly.
Conmandi ng Officer ordered ne to go to the forecastle, get
sonme nmen and to standby to | et go an anchor. W proceeded
to the forecastle, had the starboard anchor ready for
letting go, the bridge said "nmake the port anchor ready".

We were trying to pick up the chain stopper, but the pelican
hook was up al nbost agai nst the stopper and we coul d not

rai se the stopper. | grabbed a bar of sone kind, another
man grabbed a sl edge and we were pounding at the stopper to
try to raise it. W received an order fromthe bridge that
was shouted to us from the Commanding Oficer to let go the
port anchor, and we could not let go the port anchor. W
finally pried the stopper up, this was maybe a mnute |ater,
the ship was backing down at that tinme, all back 1/3. The
readi ngs were increasing, the fathoneter readi ngs. W
received an order not to |let go the port anchor. After
backi ng down,

[19]

getting a sufficient depth under the keel, we then cone
around to our northerly course again. After we got on our
northerly course, the Commanding Officer cane in to his
chair inside the pilothouse and gave all orders to after
steering. Later, this would have been perhaps 1800 or so,
steering was shifted fromafter steering back to the bridge.

Rear Admiral KIDD: Q |I'd like to interrupt and ask you a
question at this point. Ws the Commanding Oficer on the
bridge all this time?

A. The Commandi ng Officer never left the bridge, was there

fromthe tinme CQ was sounded. Per haps he had stayed there
since the drill had secured. He did not | eave the bridge
until, 1'd say, 0400 the following norning to nake a head
call. He made two or three head calls in the course of the

nmor ning, but he did not |eave the bridge until the DAVI S was
al ongside the following norning at 0700, on the norning
of 10 June. W weren't positive that our magnetic conpass
was responding correctly. Every now and then the Comuandi ng
Oficer would go out on the wing and woul d nake m nor
course adjustnents by sighting the North Star. Sonetines
after sunset, a nessage was delivered to the bridge from
radio central and it stated that the attack had in fact been
made by Israeli forces and that they had extended their

apol ogi es. Prior to this nessage, we had received word
fromthe Sixth Fleet that help was on the way. | believe,
initially, they just said, "help". Later on we |earned that
two destroyers were comng to rendezvous with us. Duri ng

the night, as | said previously, the Commanding O ficer |eft
the bridge only to nake a head call and all during the
evening, night, and following norning until the arrival of
the DAVIS, there was an officer with himat all tines.
Either LT BENETT, LTJG PAINTER or nyself.

Questions by Counsel for the Court: To your know edge, was
the Conmanding Officer requested to | eave the bridge by the
doctor in order to obtain nedical attention?
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A. | didn't hear the order, it's quite possible, but it
woul d have taken ten people the doctor's size to even begin
to get himoff the bridge

[20]
Q How woul d you describe his reaction to his injuries

A. He was in great pain, there were several tines when he
was still wal king around, but it was obvious he was in great
pai n. He had | ost a considerabl e amount of bl ood. At

several times felt dizzy. He would not |eave, but if he
started to get dizzy, he would turn to me, or if M. BENNETT
or M. PAINTER were there, he would say this to what course
were on, what speed to make. He would give instructions.

Q Backtracking to a point during the heat of conbat, did
you observe the Captain when he was initially wounded.
A. Yes, | did.

Q And he continued on in this condition w thout stopping
for assistance by nedical ?

A. That is correct. It was quite awhile before he did sl ow
down enough to have the belt tourniquet put on the leg. |
assisted with that. | used my belt, and after that a

corpsman canme up just |long enough to adjust the tourniquet
and take a | ook at the Conmanding Officer. He did not want
any further nedical attention and he did not receive any
more until the bleeding started a second tine, when | think
the shell fragment was worked | oose.

Q Wiat period of tinme had el apsed?

A. Over an hour. | can't say for sure, but it had been at
| east an hour. How he managed to stay up on the bridge and
keep on his feet, to keep the cool head the way that be did,
is beyond ne. He was giving orders to us in the pilothouse,
he was taki ng photographs of the aircraft, the patrol craft,
attenpting to identify themw th his binoculars, giving
orders to the gun nmounts when they were still manned, was
directing the fire fighting parties, seened |like he was
everywhere at one time. Also giving commands to get the
ship out of the area, away fromland as fast as we coul d.

Questions by Captain ATKINSON:. Q M. LUCAS, approximtely
when did you receive word that the Israelis

[21]
had attacked - about how long after the attack?
A. It was right around sunset.

Q Until that tinme, you all felt you might be subject to
re-attack?

A. That is correct.
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Questions by Counsel for the Court: Q At this point
would like to interrupt your narrative testinmony in order to

present this exhibit to the record. | have in nmy custody as
Counsel for the Court, the quartermasters notebook, USS
LI BERTY. | show you page 102 dated 8 June and ask you if

this is the page you referred to when you testified to
making entries in it?

A. That is the page, starting with the entry at the tine
1446, and | continued making entries until 1655

Q Let the record al so show that page 102 is considerably
splattered with what appears to be bl ood.

A It is.

I request the reporter to nmark this exhibit nunber 6. At
this time, the Counsel for the Court offers the
quartermasters | ogbook into evidence, A true copy thereof
will be substituted in its place.

Q WIIl you please read this first entry?

A. "1446, one gunboat tentatively identified as nunber
206-17." And this was seen by both the Conmanding O ficer
and nyself fromthe. starboard wing. | nentioned earlier,
the patrol craft was going exactly the opposite direction
that we were. This nunber was read when it was abeamto
starboard at approxi mately 500 yards.

Counsel for the Court: It is requested that the Court note
page 138 of Janes Fighting Ships for 1966, which has |srael
vessel s described on that page 138. | will now ask the
witness to identify the patrol craft on page 138, and ask if
it is simlar to the one he saw?

A.  The patrol craft here, THOMVAS, appears to be the exact
sane one that | identified. If | had had a canera and taken
a picture of it, | would have gotten the sane angle, sane
presentation, as is present here in this photograph. There
is one slight difference, there is no dash between the first
three and the last two digits, and what | thought to be 17,

[ 22]

I found out later from M. BENNETT, when | examined this
book, that it was an Israeli synbol that |ooks like a 17,
but is connected by a horizontal line at the bottom It's
quite possible that, well | know that, it was difficult to
read the nunber, not because of the distance, but because of
the bow wake coming over and obscuring the nunbers.

Counsel for the Court: | will now ask the court nenmbers if
they have any questions on the exhibits that have been
i ntroduced.

Captain ATKINSON: Q You say comunications were bad. Wat
conmuni cati ons were you referring to?

A. | don't know nmuch about the comruni cations or research
setup at all.
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Q This is not the bridge comunications?

A. That is correct. | believe that was outgoing
communi cations fromthe transmtter room

Q Were there voice conmuni cati ons passed to the bridge?

A. Not fromradio central. W had comrunications with main
control, damage control central and after steering

Q In radio conmunications do you know where the hicom not
is?

A.  We knew not hing of what was going on. Al nessages,

out goi ng and inconing were hand carried up to the bridge
fromthe radio central personnel. W had been receiving,
moni toring Sixth Fleet comruni cations several days prior to
the attack, but during the attack the only way we coul d get
hol d of sonebody was after transmitter room and everything
that was sent out or received cane up to the bridge via
handed nessage

Q Do you know specifically what circuits were being
moni t ored when you said you were nonitoring Sixth Fl eet
conmuni cati ons before the attack?

[ 23]
A. | don't know the call signs of the ships involved or
still on the status board in the pilothouse, | can't

recal | .

Q You nentioned that there were fathoneter readings
decreasing. Were were you getting this information fron

A. The only fathoneter that was working was in CIC, just
aft of the pilothouse, and at that tine it was only working
on the 100 fathom scal e.

Q Do you recall the depth?

A. | believe they rapidly approached the mddle teens. You
see, we had no radar. This was knocked out, evidently, on
the first air pass. W had to DR fromour last fix to give
an approxi mate 1400B position. W included that position in
the nmessage requiring assistance.

Q Were you in sight of land at about the tine of the pass?

A. Yes we were. After dinner, as is customary on here, we
often go to the 01 level forward on deck chairs to soak up
some sun

Q Excuse ne, you nmean noonday?

A. Noon. There were six officers on the 01 |evel forward
until turn to at 1300. There was snmoke visible fromland
off the port side and al so during the general quarters

drill. Wwen | was on the 04 | evel nore snoke was visible
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and the land itself was barley visible. This was through
the tel escope or high powered binoculars on the 04 |evel

Q In the first portion of your testinobny, you nention
shelling, what did you intend to convey by the word
"shel ling"?

A. The first hit, the first noise that LT GOLDEN and

heard when we were in the wardroom was obviously a heavy
hit. | assumed this was aircraft and it sounded to us as if
It hit on the starboard side. Like |I said, we thought it
was the notor whal eboat falling fromits davit onto the

deck. | nentioned shelling again just as soon as | had put
on ny battle helnmet and life jacket on the bridge. This
again, | would say was aircraft cause there was a whistling

sound several seconds before the actual burst and noise
itself came. After | had gone inside the pilot- house and
was on the deck, there was another series of whistling
sounds preceding the hits. Here again, | assunme it was
aircraft. Wwen | had

[ 24]

come down to the wardroom was |lending a hand to getting the
hose to fight the fire on the port side, there were nore
easily discernible whistling sounds, even in the
passageways, that were aircraft hits. The two nen who were
handl i ng the hose were keeping an eye out for aircraft.

They would put out the fire until another plane cane over
and t hen they ducked back i nside.

Q Didthe notor torpedo boats fire on you with ordnance
ot her than torpedoes?

A. Yes, they did. This we could easily hear. | can recal
it comng fromthe starboard side on several occasions. At
the time quarternmaster BROMN was on the helm the fragnent
that caught himcame fromthe starboard side and | can't be
sure if it was fromthe gun boats or fromour own shells
baking off. I'mpretty sure it was fromthe gun boats. And
there were several other occasions of obvious shelling from
the torpedo or notor boats themnsel ves.

Q Do you have any idea how many aircraft were involved?

A. | did not actually see any of the aircraft. There were
definitely three notor boats.

Q Are you the Gunnery Oficer?

A. Yes, | am

Q Do the surface | ookouts cone under your glance at
general quarters?

A. There, at general quarters the | ookouts are on the 04
| evel. The actual |ookout training was done by the

Navi gat or or another nenber of the Qperations Departnent.
They had received refresher training, this was sonetine
since we left Rota on the 2nd of June, and had been
refreshed on reporting all surface contacts to include
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relative bearing, approxinmate range, and target angle. Had
al so been given refreshers on reporting aircraft properly,
on el evation, what angle, other factors pertaining to
properly reporting all surface and air contacts to the

of ficer of the deck. This had been stressed heavily in the
first week in June, before we did reach our operating area.

Q Was their nmethod of reporting via sound-powered
t el ephone?

[ 25]

A, Wien we were normally steam ng at our nodified condition
three, the | ookouts were on the port and starboard w ngs, so
it was just a matter of shouting into the officer of the
deck directly. W had stationed, or had one man in each of
the two forward gun nounts. W had anmunition at the guns,
but not actually in the breech. These two nmen had sound-
power ed phones on. W could call themfromthe bridge
anytime, but for themto call us on the circuit, they would
bl ow a whistle and we woul d pick up the phone on the bridge.
| can't recall what circuit it was, but at a toot of a

whi stl e they coul d have sonmeone on the bridge alerted to
pi ck up the phone and talk with them

Q During the tine that you were on the bridge, did you
recei ve any | ookout reports via sound-powered tel ephones?

A. During the attack?

Q During the attack

A. Wien | got up to the bridge, as | said | did not get to
the 04 |l evel which was ny general quarters station. During
general quarters, the two air | ookouts were on the 04 |evel,
but they had not nade it up there either. | cannot recal
seeing a surface | ookout on either side of the bridge when
got there. The shelling fromthe aircraft had either
injured them or they had taken cover inside the pilothouse.

Q During, and after the attack, did you have sound- powered
conmmuni cations with your gun nounts?

A. To the best of ny know edge, we never had contact wth
the gun nounts. Let me explain the connection there. M
general quarters station is on the 04 |evel at gunnery

control. To get an order to the gun nount, it was easier
for the bridge to call a phone tal ker stationed on the 04
level. He in turn would convey the nessage to a second
phone tal ker who had communi cations will all of the mpunts.

No direct comunications fromthe nounts thenselves to the
pi | ot house, and since no one was able to be on the 04 |evel,
there was no direct comruni cations. At one tinme, while the
torpedo boats were firing at us, nmy man in charge of nount
53, seanman QUI NTERO, hollered to nme, "should I fire back?",
and | gave him an

[ 26]
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affirmative on that. This was before he and the other nen
in mount 53 had been chased away by the fire and flanmes from
the notor whal eboat. On the forward nounts, | said we had no
conmmuni cations up there. M third class gunner's nate,
THOWPSON, according to several w tnesses, and to the nenbers
of repair two, which is located directly beneath nmount 51,
said that petty officer THOWPSON went to nmount 51 when GQ
sounded. He was bel ow decks. His station is with ne on the
04 level. CQCuess he figured he didn't have tine to get up
there. He went to the closest gun and fromthe account
given by the people in repair twd, it sounded as if he got
off half a box of amm at the aircraft. They sonehow m ssed
himon the first strafing attack. Several w tnesses said
that he had the aircraft under fire while it was circling
for the second pass and it was during the second pass that
he was cut in half by a rocket, but he had the aircraft
under fire and got off at |east half a box of 50 caliber
anmo.

Q Do you recall how long the Ensign was down?

A. | cannot recall for sure. Fromthe first air attack
the radar was nade inoperative, the antenna on the mai nnast
was damaged, obviously on the first air pass and the Ensign
woul d be flying just below it and just aft of it.

Evidently, the shelling that got the radarscope, well it
coul d have very possibly severed the halyard lines at that
time. | do not recall when the Commanding Officer saw the
Ensi gn on the deck and told sonmeone to pick it up, but | do
recall going out on the starboard w ng, |ooking up and
seeing that there was an Ensign flying.

Q Do you renmenber the time frame when you | ooked and saw
the Ensign flying, was it during the surface or the air
attack?

A. | can't set an exact time on it. | do believe that
recall that at this time the patrol craft was off our
starboard side at an approxi mate bearing of 120. It seens

to ne that this m ght have been around the tine when

i nvestigated the firing coming frommount 53 and found it
was bullets cooking off as opposed to nmen being there
actually firing

[27]

Q Did you look and see the Ensign flying before the
torpedo hit, or was it after?

A. | cannot honestly recall whether it was before or after

Q Wen did you receive your injuries?

A. As soon as | had gotten to the bridge and put on the
battle helnet, | nentioned what | assuned were rockets from
the aircraft hit in the immediate vicinity. | hit the deck
and picked up several pieces of [del eted] One of them was

bl eedi ng enough that | took out ny handkerchi ef and w apped
it around [deleted]. The piece of fragnent that hit nme in
the [del eted] occurred much later, after | had been to the
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wardroom returned to the bridge, and after the
quartermaster had been killed on the helm The comuandi ng
Oficer cane fromthe port wing into the pilothouse, and he
said "standby for another attack". | don't recall if it
was surface, air, or torpedo. He said "take cover". |
heard sone firing, sone ricocheting off the starboard side
| assuned it was fromthe patrol craft. | was in the rear
portion of the pilothouse and tried to craw behind the
water fountain as best | could, and | got npbst of ne back
when | felt something hit ne just to the right of

[deleted] it started bleeding rapidly. | tore off the
[del eted] over the wound and just continued on fromthere.

Q Wen did you receive treatnent for your wounds?

A. | didn't know that | had any netal in ne as such,
[ del et ed] I
had no pain. | would guess the first tinme that | was
| ooked at was on the 10th of June. | went back to

si ckbay. The night before | had a little bit of

swel ling, so went back to have the doctor have a | ook at
it. This was just the injury. He took an xray and did
find that there was a chunk of netal in there. | believe
he said it was [deleted]

Q Do you recall that the patrol boats strafed the ship
after the torpedo attack, and if so, how many tines?
A. Sir, | cannot honestly answer that.

[ 28]

Q Let me put the question a little bit differently -
earlier in your statement you observed that the patrol boats
were attenpting to communicate with flashing Iight?

A. This was definitely after the torpedo attack

Q The flashing lights fromthe boats were after the
torpedo attack?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q | also understood fromyou that the ship was unable to
respond to the flashing lights fromthe boats?

A. To the first signaling, that is affirmative, because the
snoke that was between the patrol craft and us.

Q And | believe, also, the starboard wi ng 24-inch
searchl i ght had been shot away earlier in the action. |Is
that not correct?

A. The only signaling light we had available was a snall
portable light, the face of which was approximtely six
inches in dianeter.

Q | believe that is called an Altis Lanp and the intensity
of that light, from personal know edge, woul d probably be
conpl etely inadequate to penetrate the snoke?
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A Yes sir. Al power to all of the other lights was off.
Even if it had been on, there was only one operative |ight
on either the 03 or 04 level. The only one that had not
been hit.

Q To the best of your recollection, after the notor
torpedo boats signaled, were there any further attacks from
t hent®

A. No, there were not. After this first signaling, |

don't believe so. After they signaled "do you need hel p?",
and we answered in the negative, | ampositive there were no
nmore attacks after that tine.

Q Wth regard to the signal fromthe torpedo boats, when
did you first observe the signaling, with respect to the
torpedo attack?

A. The first signaling that | observed was the unsuccessfu
attenpts to deternmine what they were signaling us, and of
course, we did not have a chance to answer back to them
This was after the torpedo attacks. The only other signaling
that | recall seeing is when we did successfully receive
their nessage and sent a negative answer to it

[ 29]

Q M. LUCAS, did you bring with you any exanpl es of
ordnance or shrapnel recovered aboard USS LI BERTY subsequent
to the attack?

A. Wth the exception of one fragnent that was located this
mor ni ng, the remai nder of these fragnents and shells were
brought up to the pilothouse in the course of the evening
and the follow ng norning after the attack. These were
turned in by various personnel throughout the ship. Severa
of these have been turned in since the night of the 8th and
the morning of the 9th.

Counsel for the Court: At this time it to requested that
these exanpl es be marked exhibit 7, that they be introduced
into evidence and copi es of photographs be made for record
pur poses.

President: Let the record al so show that these fragnents are
but a cross- sectional sanple of the type of bullets and
shrapnel which "hol ed" the ship.

President:. Q A question if you please - would you be kind
enough to expand on the perfornmance of duty of a young man
mentioned earlier in your testinony, named LARKI NS?

A. Seaman LARKINS hel ps man nount 54, 03 |evel, port side,
as his general quarters station. He was on that nount, and
stayed on that nmount, until the fire comng fromthe 01

| evel chased himaway. He did recall seeing a plane
approaching fromthe port side and | obbing a cylinder that
was attached under the wing. A cylinder five to six feet

| ong, approximately ten inches in dianeter. This cylinder
approached the 01 | evel port side in an end over end
fashion. After it hit, and the fire started, he clinbed
over the skylight to nmount 53 and hel ped the gun crew there
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until the fire fromthe notor whal eboat drove all people
away fromthat mount. | later personally saw himhelping to
extinguish the fire on the port side and still later, he, by
hi nsel f, manned nmount 51 and fired one shot before he
received a cease fire fromthe Comranding O ficer

President: No further questions - before you leave to go to
the hospital, the Court would Iike to express itself with a
feeling of great pride to

[30]

be associated with the service's uniformyou wear, young
man, and we thank you very rmuch for your cooperation and
fine testinony.

M. LUCAS: Thank you, Admiral
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

The Court recessed at 1045 hours, 14 June 1967 fromtaking
further testinony in order to exam ne exhibits received by
t he Board.

The Court opened at 1300 hours, 14 June 1967. All persons
connected with the inquiry who were present when the court
recessed are again present in court.

Conmander W/lliamL. MGonagle, U S. Navy, took the stand
as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under
Article 31, Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice and exam ned as
fol |l ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Questions by counsel for the court: Q Please state your
nanme, rank, organization and present duty station

A.  Conmmander W/l liam L. MGonagle, U S. Navy, Conmandi ng
O ficer, USS LIBERTY (AGIR-5).

Let the record show that although the witness is
experienci ng consi derabl e pain from shrapnel wounds in his
leg, that he willingly appeared at this hearing.

Q Captain McCGonagle, as you are well aware, this Court of
I nquiry has been convened to inquire into the circunstances
attendant with the armed attack on the U S. Naval vessel

whi ch you command, USS LI BERTY, which occurred on 8 June
1967. WIIl you please describe to the Court the
circunstances of that incident as you recall it?

A. At the tine of the incident, LIBERTY was perforning her
m ssion in accordance with JCS nmessage dtg 011545Z June
1967. At the tine of the incident, the ship was operating
under the operational control of Commander, U S. Sixth
Fleet. The ship had arrived in its assigned operating area
on the nmorning of 8 June 1967 after having departed from
Rota, Spain on 2 June 1967. The ship was steaming in

i nternati onal

[31]
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waters and was so at all tinmes. A condition of readiness
three nodified was set. The condition three nodified watch
consi sted of normal steam ng watch with the exception that
one man was stationed in the forward two 50 caliber machine
guns 51 and 52. Lookouts on the bridge were designated to
man machi ne guns 53 and 54 in the event of surprise air or
surface attack. Each nachine gun had a box of anmmunition
attached to the machine gun with a round up to but not in
the chanmber of each nmount. During the 0800 to 1200 watch on
the morning of 8 June at about 1030, a flight of two
unidentified jet aircraft orbited the ship at about 10,000
feet three tines at a distance of approximately two mles.
It was not possible to identify any insignia on the aircraft
and their identity remai ns unknown. A |locating two report
was submitted on this sighting. It is not known at this tine
whet her the sighting report was transnmitted fromthe ship or
not. Records are not accessible at the tinme. It was al so
possible to see on the 8 to 12 watch in the nmorning the
coastline of the Sinai peninsula. Aircraft activity of an
apparent propeller patrol type flying at very low altitude
and parallel to and over the coast in the vicinity of El
Arish was noted. It is estimated that the altitude of this
pl ane was approxi mately 500 feet. At no time did this plane
approach the ship in any fashion. Hi s distance remined
approximately 12 to 15 mles. It was possible to visually
sight the minaret which is quite conspicuous at El Arish.
This was used as a navigational aide in determning the
ship's position during the norning and afternoon of 8 June.
It becane visible at about 0930 and the ship's position was
verified, and was within our established operating area.
Radar ranges were taken on the nearest |and on the same
bearing as the mnaret. The mnaret was al so identifiable
by radar. There were no other conspicuous or outstanding
navi gational features in the area. At about 1056 in the
morning of 8 June, an aircraft simlar to an Anerican flying
boxcar crossed astern of the ship at a distance of about
three to five mles. The plane circled the ship around the
starboard side, proceeded forward of the ship and headed
back toward the Sinai peninsula. A locating three

[32]

report was submitted. It is not known if this report was
transmitted. This aircraft continued to return in a sonmewhat
simlar fashion approximately at 30 minute intervals. It
was not possible to see any markings on the aircraft and the
identity of this aircraft remains unknown. This aircraft
did not approach the ship in any provocative manner. It
made no attenpt to signal the ship. The ship nmade no attenpt
to signal the aircraft. At 1039B the M naret at El Arish
was bearing 1890 T, 17 nmiles. At the tine the ship was on a
course of 253 at speed five knots. At 1132, the ship
changed course to 283 true, speed five knots and was on this
course and this speed at the tinme of the attack. At about
1310, 8 June, the ship went to general quarters for dril
purposes to conduct training for a mandatory non-conpetitive
exercise to exercise the crew in chenical attack procedures
The drill was performed in a satisfactory manner. Nearly
all of the top-side personnel were exercised through the
cheni cal decontani nation station and were absent fromtheir
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battle station for varying periods of tinme while perfornmng
this phase of the drill. After top-side personnel that had
been desi gnated to proceed through the decontam nation
station (these personnel were all gun crew personnel and
secondary con personnel) returned to their battle stations
and the perfornmance of the crew judged to be satisfactory
the crew was rel eased frombattle drills at about 1350 and
condition three nodified was again set. At the comencenent
of the drill it was possible to sea a large billow ng cloud
of black snoke rising fromapproximately 15 to 20 miles to
the west of El Arish on the beach. The exact identity of
the cause and the location of this explosion is not
positively known, although it was believed to be near the
beach in that area. This was noted at about 1300. At about
1330 a snaller cloud of black snmoke was noted to the east of
El Arish estinated five to six mles and also along the
coastline. Before dismssing the crew fromageneral drills,
| gave the crew a short talk on the PA system reninding
them of the inportance of expeditiously responding to
general quarters and the setting of condition Zebra for
drills and in the event

[33]

of an actual attack. So that they would be inpressed

poi nted out to the crew at that time that the col um of

bl ack snoke on the beach shoul d be sufficient evidence that
the ship was in a potentially dangerous |ocation. | had no
evi dence or indication that an attack would actually be nade
on the ship at the time that statenent was nmade to the crew.
The statenent was nmade to encourage themto set condition
Zebra in a nore expeditious manner than they had done for
the drill held that afternoon. As | recall all battle
stations were reported manned and ready within three m nutes
for the afternoon drill, but the report of condition Zebra
had not been received on the bridge until about four mnutes
forty-five-seconds after the drill comenced. This
considered to be excessive. After conducting genera

drills, it is ny usual practice to go to the wardroom and
have a cup of coffee and critique the drill with the
Executive Oficer, Lieutenant Conmander Arnstrong, the

Engi neering O ficer, Lieutenant CGol den, and the Damage
Control Oficer, Ensign Scott, if |I have not been
particularly satisfied with the drill. [If the drill has
been satisfactory, usually | contact the officers on an

i ndi vi dual basis at sone later tine during the day and
indicate to themthat | was satisfied with the drill and
poi nt out some of the errors in which inprovenent could be
made and point out also to themthe things that | felt had
been done properly. Wth the exception of the | ength of
time that it took to set condition Zebra | was satisfied
with the performance of the crew for the afternoon drill and
did not assenble the above nentioned officers in the
wardroom for a critique. After general quarters was over
fromthe drill, | lingered on the bridge for a few ninutes
As | recall, the following officers were present on the
bridge: LCDR ARMSTRONG, LT ENNI'S, LT O CONNOR, who is
normal |y officer of the deck during general quarters, LT
TOTH, the Operations and Navigator, also Intelligence
Oficer. LTJG PAINTER cane onto the bridge after genera
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quarters to assune the watch as the officer of the deck. As
he assuned the officer of the deck watch, he indicated that
he was having difficulty in obtaining an accurate ship's
fix. At that tine, and the

[ 34]

time was approximately 1400. | personally sighted the

M naret at El Arish to be on a bearing of 142 fromthe ship
and the range as | recall fromthe radar was approxi mately
25.5 mles. | do not know that this radar range can be
verified fromthe records available at this time. | had
also earlier in the day established a danger bearing on the
M naret at El Arish to be 119 degrees true fromthe ship.
The danger bearing was established to insure that the ship
remai ned cl ear of shoal areas to the south of the

sout hwest er nnost edge of our operating area. It was not
known if the Mnaret would still be visible when we
approached the sout hwest corner of our operating area or
not, but the danger bearing was established to be used if
the M naret was visible when the ship arrived at that

|l ocation. At this point in the preparation of ny statenent,
I referred to the quartermaster's notebook. 12-1600 watch.
Thursday, 8 June 1967. | referred to this log for the

pur pose of refreshing ny nenory as to the initial noments of
the unexpected attack. The | og shows that at 1355, LTJG

PAI NTER relieved LT O CONNER as officer of the deck. The

|l og al so shows that at 1355, ENS O MALLEY, as junior officer
of the deck under instruction assuned the con. The 12-1600
wat ch on Thursday, 8 June 1967 has no entry fromthe tine
franme 1356 until 1446. | shall relate in ny owm words and
to the best of nmy know edge and belief all events of which |
have personal know edge which occurred during that tine
frame. About 1400 the | ookouts, who were stationed on the

04 level, immediately above the bridge, reported that jet
aircraft were sighted in the vicinity of the ship. At that
time, I went to the starboard wing of the bridge with ny

bi nocul ars and there observed one aircraft of simlar
characteristics, if not identical to the two aircraft which
were sighted earlier in the day and upon which a sighting
report had been submitted. The relative bearing of this

pl ane was about 135. |Its position angle about 45 to 50
degrees. Its elevation approximately 7,000 feet, and it was
approximately five to six mles fromthe ship. It appeared

to be on a parallel course traveling in the sane direction
an the ship. Wile | observed this

[ 35]

aircraft, | did not see it approach the ship directly in a
hostile attitude. Wthin a couple of mnutes, a |oud

expl osi on was heard that appeared to ne to cone fromthe
port side of the ship. | imrediately ordered the genera
alarmto be sounded, and this was done. | went fromthe
starboard wing of the bridge to the port wing to see the
area of damage. | immediately noticed that the two 55-gall on
gasoline druns stowed on the 01 | evel, portside am dships,
were burning furiously. It was evident that it would not be
possible to reach the quick rel ease | ever by proceedi ng down
the outside port |adders of the ship. | ordered the
Executive Oficer to go to the starboard side of the ship
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and proceed down to the 01 | evel, cross over to the port
side, and there rel ease the gasoline cans. Lieutenant

O CONNOR was still on the bridge and he joined the Executive
O ficer and both proceeded to the starboard wi ng of the
bridge, 03 level. Approximately the tine they reached the
top of the |adder to proceed down the ship received an
apparent bonb hit in the vicinity of the whal eboat stowed on
the 02 | evel starboard side, imediately aft of the bridge.
M. ARMSTRONG M. O CONNOR and others in the bridge area
were thrown back into the bridge and ot her personnel in the
pi | ot house were blown fromtheir feet. At this tine,

grabbed the engi ne order annunciator and rang up all ahead
flank. Up to this tine, the ship had one boiler on the line
steani ng at speed five knots. The other boiler was not on
the line but pressure was being nmaintained in order to be
abl e to respond to speeds in excess of that which is capable
with one boiler, approxinmately 11 knots, should it be
necessary. Earlier in the day, the Engineering Oficer had
requested permission to |l et nunber two boiler cool so that
he coul d replace a steanline gasket. This perm ssion had
been granted and the boiler had started to cool from about
1200 on 8 June. | do not know whether the engi ne room
acknow edged by the engine order tel egraph the flank bell or
not, but snoke i medi ately commenced comi ng out of the stack
and | assuned that they did. It seenmed to me that shortly
there- after the ship increased speed. At this tine |
ordered a person, who

[ 36]

| believe to have been LT BENNETT, to report to CNO via the
hi ghcom t hat LI BERTY was under attack by unidentified jet
aircraft and that immedi ate assistance was required. | do
not recall whether | ordered any course changes to have the
ship zig-zag or not. One helmsman was seriously injured in
the starboard bridge bonb blast, and he was repl aced by

Quarternmaster Third BROAN. | do not recall who had the helm
at the tine of the initial attack. The response of the crew
to general quarters was very expeditious. | do not recal

whet her all of the bridge personnel ever arrived on station
or not, but the public address system the 21MC, and nost
sound powered phone circuits were severed or destroyed
during the initial first or second of the total nunber of
six to eight strafing attacks that occurred. It seened to
me that the attacks were nmade in a crisscross fashion over
the ship, with each attack com ng at approxi mately
forty-five second to one nminute intervals. After the
starboard bridge bonb hit, | ordered personnel to be

organi zed for a fire fighting party to put out the fire in
the vicinity of the whal eboat. The whal eboat was burning
furiously. It is estimated that the total air attack was
conpleted in approximately five to six mnutes. About

m dway during the attack, Ensign LUCAS was noted on the
bridge and at that tinme he became ny assistant and assi sted
me in every way possible. Runners were used to relay ny
orders to the repair parties, to main control and other
vital stations. Sonetinme after the starboard bridge bonb
hit while on the starboard side of the pil othouse, another
attack fromthe starboard quarter proceeding forward was
made and | was hit with flying shrapnel. | was not knocked
off ny feet, | was only shaken up and it nmade ne dance
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around a little bit, but ny injuries did not appear to ne to
be of any consequence. | noticed slight burns on ny
starboard forearmand | noticed bl ood oozing on ny trousers
right leg. Since | could wal k and there was no apparent

pain, | gave no further consideration to these ninor
injuries. Shortly after this | opened the bridge safe and
took out a canera which was nmintai ned on the

[37]

bridge to take pictures of foreign ships and aircraft. |

i medi ately took the canera to the port wing of the bridge
and there was able to take several pictures of the planes as
they had passed over the ship after their attack. In an
effort to obtain docunentary evidence to establish the
identify of the aircraft, | retained this camera in ny
possessi on throughout the rem nder of the attack. Later |
took pictures of the torpedo boats before and after the
torpedo attack, also the helicopters which approached the
ship after the attack was over. This film has been turned
over to the USS AVERI CA for devel opnent and further

di sposition. On what appeared to be the last air attack on
the ship, | observed a cylindrical object dropped from one
of the aircraft as it was passing fromport to starboard
ahead of the ship. This object |anded in the water an
estimated 75 to 100 yards directly ahead of the ship. There
was no explosion fromthis object, but it shattered into
several pieces. It appeared to ne that it m ght have been an
enpty wing tank but I amnot certain of this. |In the latter
monents of the air attack, it was noted that three high
speed boats were approaching the ship fromthe northeast on
a relative bearing of approximately 135 at a distance of
about 15 niles. The ship at the tine was still on course
283 true, speed unknown, but believed to be in excess of
five knots. At no tine did the ship stop during the air
attack. It is believed that the tine of initial sighting of
the torpedo boats, the tinme was about 1420. The boats
appeared to be in a wedge type formation with the center
boat the |l ead point of the wedge. Estinmated speed of the
boats was about 27 to 30 knots. They appeared to be about
150 to 200 yards apart. |t appeared that they were
approaching the ship in a torpedo |aunch attitude, and since
I did not have direct communication with gun control or the
gun nounts, | told a man fromthe bridge, whose identity

do not recall, to proceed to mount 51 and take the boats
under fire. The boats continued to approach the ship at
hi gh speed and on a constant bearing w th decreasing range.
About this tine | noticed that our Ensign had been shot away
during the air attack and ordered DAVID, signal man, to hoist
a second

[ 38]

Ensign fromthe yardarm During the air attack, our norma
Ensign was flying. Before the torpedo attack, a holiday size
Ensi gn was hoi sted. ? 2?7?2277 27?7? ?2?7?? ?2? ?2???? 1 could to
standby for torpedo attack fromstarboard. | did not have
an accurate ship's position at this tine, but | knew that to
the left of the ship's course at that tine Iie shoal waters
and by turning to the left | would be approaching | and

cl oser than had been given ne in directives which | held in
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that instant intime. | realized that if | attenpted to
turn to starboard, | would expose a larger target to the
torpedo boats. | elected to naintain a heading of 283 at

maxi mum speed. Wen the boats reached an approxi nate range
of 2,000 yards, the center boat of the formation was
signaling to us. Also, at this range, it appeared that they
were flying an Israeli flag. This was later verified. It
was not possible to read the signals fromthe center torpedo
boat because of the internittent blocking of view by snoke
and flames. At this tinme, | yelled to machine gun 51 to
tell himto hold fire. | realized that there was a
possibility of the aircraft having been Israeli and the
attack had been conducted in error. | wanted to hold fire to
see if we could read the signal fromthe torpedo boat and
per haps avoid additional damage and personnel injuries. The
man on machine gun 51 fired a short burst at the boats
before he was able to understand what | was attenpting to
have himdo. Instantly, on machine gun 51 opening fire
machi ne gun 53 began firing at the center boat. Fromthe
starboard wing of the bridge, 03 level, | observed that the
fire frommachi ne gun 53 was extrenely effective and

bl anketed the area and the center torpedo boat. It was not
possible to get to nmount 53 fromthe starboard wi ng of the
bridge. | sent M. LUCAS around the port side of the
bridge, around to the skylights, to see if he could tel

QUI NTERO, whom | believed to be the gunner on Machi ne gun
53, to hold fire until we were able to clarify the
situation. He reported back in a few mnutes in effect that
he saw no one at nmount 53. As far as the torpedo boats are
concerned, | amsure that they felt that they

[ 39]

were under fire fromUSS LIBERTY. At this tine, they opened
fire with their gun nounts and in a matter of seconds, one
torpedo was noted crossing astern of the ship at about 25
yards. The tinme that this torpedo crossed the stern in
believed to be about 1426. About 1427, wi thout advance
war ni ng, the ship sustained a torpedo hit starboard side
forward, imediately belowthe waterline in the vicinity of
the coordination center. The ship imediately took a 9
degree list to starboard. G| and debris were noted com ng
fromthe starboard side followi ng the explosion. There was
no major resultant fire fromthis explosion. The expl osion
caused the ship to conme dead in the water. Steering contro
was |lost. Al power was lost. Immediately, | determ ned
that the ship was in no danger of sinking and did not order
the destruction of classified material and did not order any
preparations to be made to abandon ship. It was ny intention
to ground the ship on shoal areas to the left of the ship's
track to prevent its sinking, if necessary. | believed
that, if the ship was in a sinking condition, we would not
be able to reach sufficiently deep water to avoid recovery
of classified material on board. Immediately after the ship
was struck by the torpedo, the torpedo boats stopped dead in
the water and nmilled around astern of the ship at a range of
approxi mately 500 to 8?0 yards. One of the boats signal ed
by flashing light, in English, "do you require assistance"?
We had no nmeans to communi cate with the boat by Iight but

hoi sted code |ima india. The signal intended to convey the
fact that the ship was maneuvering with difficulty and that
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they shoul d keep clear. Reports received from damage
control central indicated the location of the torpedo hit
and that flooding boundaries had been established and that
the flooding was under control. During the strafing by the
torpedo boats, and i mediately prior to being hit by the
torpedo, quarternmaster third BROAN, who was acting as

hel msman at the tinme, was felled at his station. The mess
decks were designated casualty collection station and
casualties were taken to the collection station by repair
party personnel and other nenbers of the

[ 40]

crew able to assist. Following the torpedo hit, those
personnel fromthe research area who were able to so, left
their stations. One of the torpedo boats was identified by
a hull nunber of 204-17. Pictures were taken of the torpedo
boats prior to and subsequent to the attack. About 1515,
two helicopters approached the ship and circled around and
around the ship at a distance of about 100 yards. The
ensignia the Star of David was clearly visible. Hull nunber
on one of the helicopters was 04 or D4. The other had a
hul | nunmber of 08 or D8. It was not known whet her these

hel i copters intended to strafe the ship or not. However,
they did not approach the ship in a hostile manner, but kept
poi nted parallel to the ship as they continued around and
never made a direct approach as such. They were not taken
under fire by Liberty, nor did they fire at us. The torpedo
boats left the general area of the ship at about 1515

About 1537, after they had departed the ship and gone to a
range of about five mles, they again headed toward the ship
at high speed. Their intentions were unknown. At about this
same time two unidentified jet aircraft were al so noted
approaching the ship fromour starboard side, in simlar
fashion to that which preceded the initial attack. Al

hands were again alerted to the possibility of repeated
attacks. No attacks occurred however, and the jets

di sappeared fromthe scene. To further assist in
identification of the ship, at 1611 | ordered the ship's
international call sign hoisted. Both boilers had been put
back on the line at approximately 1520, but at 1523 | ube oi
suction was lost to the main engines and the ship again
becane dead in the water. The heading of the ship at this
time is not known. About 1555, conmunications were
restored, and at 1600 a nessage was sent providing
additional information concerning the attack by unidentified
aircraft and the fact that the torpedo boats had been
identified as Israeli. Prelimnary estimte of the nunber
of dead and casualties, as well as the condition of the
ship, was also provided. At the tine this nessage was bei ng
dictated to Lieutenant Bennett on the port wi ng of the
bridge, I was laying on the deck with a

[41]

tourni quet being applied to ny right leg at the thigh. A
few monents prior to this I felt nyself blacking out from

| oss of blood, and called for assistance of CI1 Carpenter to
apply a tourniquet. | had assumed the con i medi ately upon
the air attack and retained the con until rendezvous was
affected with the destroyers about 0630 on the norning of 9
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June 1967, leaving the bridge only about 3 tines during the

ni ght hours to nake brief head calls on the 02 level. No
bodies were noted in the area of ship follow ng the
explosion. Several life rafts, however, were rel eased and

pl aced into the water by various crew nenbers whom | was
unabl e to communicate with prior to their placing the boats
in the water. They exercised their initiative on the scene,
and no fault can be found with their estimate, not having
the information that | had. Wen the nessenger was sent to
tell themto |eave the lifeboats alone, that the ship was in
no danger of sinking at that tine, but that the lifeboats

m ght be needed at a later tinme, no additional |ifeboats
were placed in the water. Msinterpretation of the
situation by personnel in conbat follow ng the order to
prepare for torpedo attack to starboard also resulted in the
ship's radar being purposely destroyed. Again, | find no
fault with this action under the circunstances. At about
1637, the torpedo boats conmenced retiring fromthe area

wi thout further signal or action. At this tine, the ship
was attenpting to make good a course of 340 magnetic, at
speed 8 knots. Energency nmanual steering was being
conducted fromafter steering. The anmobunt or rudder was
given to after steering over energency rigged sound powered
tel ephones. They would apply the rudder. Wen the ship had
conme to the approxi mate magnetic headi ng, the rudder woul d
be shifted to attenpt to naintain that heading. It was
possible to maintain within plus or mnus 30 degrees of the
ship's heading nmost of the tine. The exact position of the
ship was not known at this tine. At 1653 an attenpt was
made to steer and nake good a course of 000 nagnetic. It
was not known what effect the nearby expl osions m ght have
had on the pilot house nmagnetic conpass. The gyro conpass
was

[42]

out. It was not known what the azinmuth of the setting sun
was, but this was used as a rough guide and it appeared that
the magnetic conpass had not been unduly affected. The
ship's fathometer in conbat was working follow ng the
attacks. At about 167??, the fathoneter sounding reported
approxi mately 26 fathons under the keel. | realized at this
point that the ship m ght be south of its track and coul d be
approachi ng the shoal areas outside of our operating area.
Since | was not positive of the ship's position, |I ordered
M. Lucas to round up as many personal as he could, and
proceed to the forecastle and standby to anchor. M
intentions was to anchor until it becane night so that |
could visually sight the North Star to see whether the
magneti c conpass had been unduly affected or not. Once

was able to sight the North Star, then | would know i n which
direction the ship was actually proceeding. M. Lucas and
personnel did go to this forecastle, and at one point | did
order the port anchor to let go. But before the port anchor
could be let go, | reversed ny decision and backed al
engines two-thirds to see it | could back clear of the
apparent shoal area. | commenced backing the ship at about
1704 and continued backing until 1722, at which time the
fathoneter readi ng was approxi mately 48 fathons under the
keel. Wth the ship going ahead two-thirds and right ful
rudder we quickly cane to a nagnetic headi ng of about 350
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magnetic and continued on to a headi ng of 025 nagnetic about
1729. The ship was at this tinme nmaking a speed of about 8
knots. At 1730, the ship lost lube oil to the nmain engines,
and all engines were stopped. At, 1731, the ship was on a
headi ng of 022 magnetic with 50 fathons of water under the
keel. Lube oil pressure was regained to the mai n engi nes
within a very short period of tinme, and the ship continued
right to a nagnetic heading of 040 at 1737, at which tine 72
fathoms was indicated under the keel. At 1743, the ship's
headi ng was 068 nagnetic and 82 fathons of water under the
keel. At this tine | considered the ship to have stood
clear of the imredi ate danger of grounding and at 1748

i ncreased speed to ten knots on a magnetic headi ng of 050.
The ship remai ned at genera

[ 43]

quarters, and reports from damage control central were to
the effect that all water tight boundary bul kheads were
hol di ng satisfactory. Dr. KEEFER, and the two corpsnan,
were doi ng outstanding work in assisting injured crew
menbers. They advised nme fromtine to tine of the nunber of
casualties, the extent of injuries, and efforts bei ng nade.
At 1750, a nessage was received from COVBlI XTHFLT to t he
effect that escorts were on the way and that the ship was to
proceed on a course of 340 magnetic at nmaxi mum speed unti
100 mles frompresent position, then turn 270 nagneti c.

The ship attenpted to carry out this directive. At 1757,
COVBI XTHFLT advi sed that escorts were proceeding to
rendezvous with us at maxi num speed of destroyers. At 1841,
an |Israeli helicopter approached the ship and hovered at
bridge | evel approximately 30 feet fromthe ship. They made
various attenpts to indicate by visual nmeans that they

wi shed to land a nman on board. At one point, | considered
granting the request, but considering the obstructions in
the area of the forecastle, signaled a waveoff to them
Lettering on the tail of the helicopter was SA32K. On the
fusel age were the nunerals 06 or D6. At 1857, the
hel i copter dropped a nessage on the forecastle. The nessage
was witten on the back a calling card, identified as
Conmander Ernest Carl Castle, Naval Attach, for Air Enbassy,
USA. The nessage on the back read as follows: "Have you
casualties". W attenpted to advise themby flashing Iight
with an Aldis lanp that, "affirmative", we did have
casualties. It was evident that they were unable to

under stand what we were saying. After sone ten to fifteen

m nut es of unsuccessful efforts to conmmuni cate between the
hel i copter and the ship, the helicopter departed fromthe
area, at a tinme unknown, but as dusk was approaching the
ship. Three nusters were taken during the night to identify
the dead, the seriously injured, and to deternine those who
were missing. It was believed that those initially reported
as missing are entrapped in conpartnents in the forward part
of the ship as a result of the torpedo expl osion and
resultant flooding. As of 1900,

[ 44]

11 June, two of the persons previously reported m ssing,
have been recovered. One by renobving himdirectly fromthe
space on board ship. The other was recovered by the PAPAGO
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a Fleet tug steam ng approximately six miles astern of the
ship on the norning of 11 June. It is not known at this

ti me whether any of the other individuals reported nissing
have drifted free of the space through the torpedo hole and
vani shed fromthe area. It will not be possible to
determine until the ship has been drydocked and the
conpartment dewatered and remmi ns recovered. Preparation of
casual ty nessages were conpl eted as expeditiously as
possi bl e upon the conpletion of the nusters, and necessary
message notifications sent. The ship rendezvoused with the
two destroyers on the norning of 9 June. Commander Destroyer
Squadron Twel ve reported on board to i nspect damage and
confer with the Conmandi ng Oficer. Personnel fromthe USS
DAVI S i medi ately boarded the ship to render assistance with
damage control and treatnent of injured personnel. | have
no conplaint to | odge agai nst any officer, or man on board
USS LI BERTY for any acts of conmission or omission during
the attack and post attack phase. | have nothing but the
greatest admiration for their courage, their devotion to
duty, and their efforts to save the ship. As the result of
my personal know edge of the manner in which the follow ng
personnel perfornmed their duties during the attack and post
attack phases, | intend to commend Ensign LUCAS; Signal man
DAVI S; Quartermaster Third BROAN, Lieutenant George GOLDEN
Engi neering O ficer; and Ensign SCOTT, Damage Contro
Assistant. | have requested the officers and the petty

of ficers of the ship to advise me of any other individuals,
who, to their personal know edge, perfornmed in such a manner
as to warrant special recognition. | also intend to address
a letter of appreciation to Lieutenant Conmmander Bil
PETTYJOHN, Chief Staff O ficer, COVDESRON TWELVE, for the
out st andi ng manner in which he has assuned the
responsibilities of assisting the Conmanding Officer in
sailing the ship frompoint of rendezvous to destination of
Malta. A nmessage of condol ence fromthe ship has been sent
to BUPERS with the request that it

[ 45]

be delivered to the next of kin at the funeral or nenoria
services conducted for the deceased and those mssing in
action. A personal letter fromthe Commanding Officer to
the next at kin will be prepared and sent at the earliest
possible tinme. Dr. KEEFER, and the two pharnaci st mates
will also be awarded letters of comrendation fromthe
Conmmanding Officer. It is not known at this tinme the extent
of probabl e conpromi se of classified material. Destruction
of superseded RPS- distributed material was conducted
imediately prior to the attack. Lieutenant PlIERCE

Comuni cation O ficer and RPS-Custodi an di scussed the matter
with the Commanding Officer on the norning of 8 June, and it
was decided at that time that we would nmake the June burn
before the schedul ed 15 June date, in view of the |ocation
at the ship, and we intended to burn superseded key cards on
a daily bases as they were superseded. A report to this
effect was rel eased by the Coomanding Oficer. It is not
known, however, whether this nessage was transmtted or not.

The court recessed at 1620 hours, 14 June 1967
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The court opened at 1645 hours, 14 June 1967. All persons
connected with the inquiry who were present when the court
recessed are again present in court. Comander WIIliam
McGonagl e, U. S Navy, resumed his position on the stand as a
Wi t ness.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by counsel for the court:

Q Captain, will you please continue with your description
of the incident.

A | would like to relate sone additional information which
may be of sone help to the court. USS LIBERTY departed
Norfol k, Virginia 2 May 1967 in accordance wth COVSERVRON
El GHT message dtg 2815027 April 1967. This was to be the
fifth depl oyment of the LIBERTY to foreign station since its
conversi on and conmi ssioning as a technical research ship in
Seattl e,

[ 46]

Washi ngt on 30 Decenber 1964. The depl oynent initially
commenced under the operational control of COVSERVRON El GHT.
The first port of call was Abidjan, Ivory Coast with a
schedul ed arrival of 22 May 1967. LIBERTY arrived at
Abi dj an, lvory Coast on the schedul ed date. LIBERTY was
schedul ed to spend four days in Abidjan, Ivory Coast to
depart on 26 May 1967. The operation order was similar to
that under which the LIBERTY had depl oyed on four previous
occasions. On the nmorning of 24 My, approximately 03457, a
message was received from COVSERVRON EI GHT with a dtg of
240020Z, May 67 in effect directing that LIBERTY get
underway i nmedi ately and proceed to Rota, Spain for further
operations in the Eastern Mediterranean. |nmmediately upon
recei pt of this message, LIBERTY conmenced preparations for
getting underway. It was not possible to get underway,
however, until about 0730 on the norning of 24 May 1967

The delay was due to awaiting for pilot, tug, and proper
tide conditions for transit of the Vridi Canal. USS LI BERTY
cleared the Vridi Canal approximtely 0745, 24 May 1967, and
set course via coastal route direct to Rota, Spain at best
speed. An average of about 15 knots was mmi ntai ned during
the transit. During the transit from Abidjan, Ivory Coast
to Rota, Spain, operational control of LIBERTY was changed
from COVMSERVRON EI GHT to USCI NCEUR. The reference for this
operational control change is COVBERVRON El GHT 300202Z May
1967. This reference is not inmediately available to ne.
Operational control of LIBERTY was again shifted from

USCI NCEUR t o Cl NCUSNAVEUR i n accordance wi th USClI NCEUR
300932z May 1967. This change of operational contro
occurred as LIBERTY arrived at the sea buoy off the port of
Rota, Spain at about 0930 local tine, 1 June 1967. After
conpl etion of fueling, |oad- ing provisions, and
acconplishing repairs to the special comunications relay
system (TRSSCOW the ship was RFS at about 1330, 2 June,
and at that tine got underway in accordance wth

Cl NCUSNAVEUR nmove order 7-67, dtg of this nove order was

Cl NCUSNAVEUR dtg 311750Z May 67 nodified by Cl NCUSNAVEUR dtg
011305Z June 1967. JCS nessage dtg 011545Z June 1967 is
consi dered pertinent in LIBERTY'S schedule fromthe period
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02 June until the time of the incident. This nmessage gives
departure date fromRota, route to

[47]

follow, point to proceed to, and the operating area of

Li berty during the period of 9 to 30 June 1967. Paragraph
1C of this message is par- ticularly pertinent. At 070001z
June 1967, operational control of Liberty again changed from
Cl NCUSNAVEUR t o COMBI XTHFLT i n accordance with Cl NCUSNAVEUR
dtg 0613577 June 1967. This change of operational contro
was made by message in which Liberty indicated to

COVBI XTHFLT that Liberty was reporting to COVSI XTHFLT in
accordance with the Cl NCUSNAVEUR nmessage 061357Z. This
message al so included Liberty endurance and provisions, dry,
frozen, and chill. It indicated that the ship had on board
approx- imately 85% fuel and utilized approximtely 1% f uel
per day while on station. The message al so indicated that

Li berty sel f-defense capability was limted to four 50
cal i ber machine guns. The dtg of this nessage is 0620367
June 67. USS Liberty was operating under the operationa
control of COMWBI XTHFLT at the tinme of the incident. No
addi ti onal nessages were in hand onboard Liberty concerning
area of operation or other guidance for the performance of
our nission than previously nmentioned in the JCS nessage of
0115457 June 1967. COVBI XTHFLT nessage dtg 080917Z June
1967, which directed Liberty to proceed and operate within a
25 mle radius of 33.40 North, 32.30 East until further

noti ce was not received until delivered by hand on 10 June
1967. Had this nmessage been received anytinme prior to the
attack, Liberty would have attenpted to open the range on
the coast of the countries indicated in the message to at

| east be 100 mles specified. The existence of this nmessage
was not known by the Commanding Oficer of the Liberty at
the tinme of the incident and no action was taken to conply
with it. During the four previous deploynments of USS

Li berty, the ship aroused unusual curiosity only during the
first and second depl oynments. The configuration of the ship
wi t h unusual mast antennae arrangenents and deckhouse
structures caused, so | understand stand inasmuch as | was
not on board as Commanding Officer at the tine, some
surveillance, primarily surface, fromthe Southwest African
countries during its first two deploynents. Lieutenant
GOLDEN, who was aboard at the time, ny be

[ 48]

able to provide the Board with additional details in this
area. There are probably many reasons why the aircraft were
unidentified. One reason would be that the distance, and
the speed at which the aircraft flew, was such that it was
extremely difficult to make out any distinguished
characteristics by personnel on board who do not nornally
observe any jet aircraft in the area of the ship's
operation. The ship normally steans on independent duty

al ong the West Coast of Africa. These countries do not have
sophisticated air forces with the possible exception of
Angol a. Angol a does have sone jet aircraft but they have
been noted to fly over the ship only on one occasion to the
Commandi ng OFficer's personal know edge, while the ship was
at anchor in Luanda Harbor. An occasional piper cub or
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hel i copter working an oil rig along the coast and
infrequently comrercial jet aircraft is about the extent of
air activity observed by personnel aboard LIBERTY. A
recognition manual for Israeli, UAR aircraft and surface
shi ps was not on board prior to proceeding to the area.
General ship characteristic and plane characteristic
recogniti on manual s are on board and were used to hold
occasi onal recognition training sessions. These sessions
were primarily devoted to ship recognition. It was not
known whether any U S. aircraft were in the area, but no
knowmn U.S. aircraft were sighted by anyone onboard at any
time prior to or after the incident. On further
recol l ection of the event involving machine gun 53 firing,
the effectiveness of the firing |eads me to believe that a
person, whom | believe to be QU NTERO Boatswain Mte
Seaman, to have been on station at machi ne gun 53 and took
the torpedo boats under fire. It is possible that he
evacuated his station as a result of the fire and fl anes
fromthe notor whal eboat prior to Ensign Lucas' arriving to
determi ne who was on the nount. For clarification purposes,
the 50 caliber machine guns that are onboard USS Liberty are
Browni ng machi ne guns, M, heavy barrel, with a rate of fire
of 450 to 500 rounds per ninute. These machine guns are
mount ed on pedestal and are air-cool ed weapons. Two nmen can
effectively serve the gun. One as gunner, who uses

[ 49]

an open sight; the other individual, the | oader, who keeps
ammunition up to the chanber. These machi ne guns are
manual |y controlled. There is no director neans of
controlling the fire. The limting stops for arc of fire of
t hese weapons consi st of piping, bent in a shape to prevent
the gun barrel from being pointed at a direction which would
harm the ship or any portion of its structure, and the
outer edge of the gun tubs thensel ves which offer very
limted splinter protection. The machi ne guns thensel ves do
not have any splinter shields attached. These nachi ne guns
are not considered nounts in the normal Navy term nol ogy of
a nmount. They shoul d be considered nore as pedestal nounted
machi ne guns. The time gap in the Quartermasters notebook
resulted fromthe fact that there were insufficient nunber
of people in the bridge area to maintain an accurate record
of events as they occurred and execute the orders of the
Conmandi ng Officer sinultaneously. Wth comunications to
various stations linmted various personnel, as they were
noted on the bridge, were used as nessengers. At one tine
during this tine frame, the only individuals seen on the
bridge were Quartermaster BROM, who was on the helm Ensign
LUCAS, and Mysel f. Ensign LUCAS was busy rel aying ny
instructions to the various battle stations. The snooth |og
will be a reconstruction of events as recalled by the
Conmandi ng O ficer, who was present on the bridge throughout
the entire incident and maintained his faculties at all
times during the incident. At this tinme, | have related
all of the events that are considered pertinent and shoul d
be brought to the attention of the Board of Inquiry. One
addi tional fact, which should be noted by the board, is the
fact that the chart used for plotting the ship's position
and for laying out the operating area is identified as
Portfolio A3259, Chart BC3924 Nov, Second Edition, Septenber
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30, 1963 (revised 5/4/64). This chart shows the approach to
the operating area that the USS LI BERTY nade, a di agona
transit fromnorthwest to southeast. It lists point A B

and C as the proposed southernnost limt of the operating
area and the intended track of LIBERTY.

[50]

Q Captain, you nentioned in your testinony that a
hel i copter hovered over Liberty and that an object was
dropped whi ch you recovered. | show you this card, and ask
you if you recognize it?

A. Yes sir, | do recognize this card. It is a calling
card.

Counsel for the Court: 1'd like to offer this into evidence
as exhibit nunber 8, and to serve as identification, if
there is no objections, | would like you to read it now?

A. | read fromthe card | now hold in ny hand. It is a
calling card from " Comander Earnest Carl Castle, United
States Navy, Naval Attach, for Air. Enbassy of the United
States of Anerica, Tel Aviv." This is on the face of the
card. On the back of the card is witten, "Have you
casualties?" It's noted that this card is smeared with oi
smudges on both si des.

Q Thank you very much. You al so nmentioned in your
testimony that you took a canmera out of your bridge safe
and were able to start to take some pictures. | show you
devel oped pictures and ask you if you recogni ze then?

A.  Yes, | recognize nost of these pictures as having been
taken by nyself during the attack. Sone had been taken by
anot her individual unknown, but | do recognize the scenes
depi cted therein.

Q Therefore, will you mark the back of the pictures for
record purposes so that identification will be known? and
offer themin evidence an Exhibit 9.

A Yes sir, | will mark themso that they, the scene or
obj ect depicted will be clearly indicated.

President: 1'd like to, at this point ask the Captain --
D d you not have wounded still |ying about the deck at the
time this helicopter was hovering over the ship?

A. Adnmiral, if you nmean the helicopter which the attach,
was in, I'"'mnot sure that the wounded were still 1ying
around the deck, as such. By that time, nost of our wounded
had been taken to the casualty collection stations.

[51]

But there were people that were wounded. Wether they were
evident to the Naval Attach, fromhis position in the
helicopter I do not know There were injured on deck,
however .
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Counsel for the Court: |In anplification of the Admral's
question, was there not a considerabl e anount of bl ood on
the decks that woul d be obvious froma reasonabl e di stance?

A. That is correct. There were nunerous blood streans the

full length fromthe 01 | evel on the forecastle to the main
deck, at nachi ne gun nmount 51, where one body was stil
lying. | do recall that now Wth his head nearly

conpletely shot away. As | recall now, there was al so
anot her body in the vicinity of nount 51. The seriously
injured were cared for before those obviously beyond hel p;
were taken care of and renoved fromthe place where they
were hit.

Counsel for the Court: 1'd also like to introduce in
evi dence at this point, separately fromthe chronol ogi ca
file of nessages, DAO Tel Aviv 082100Z, as Exhibit 10.

Counsel for the Court: You have in your custody, USS
Li berty charts that were used on the day of 8 June 19677

A. Yes sir, | do.

Counsel for the Court: | request the recorder to mark such
charts exhibits 11 and 12 and request photos be substituted
in the record.

Counsel for the Court: WII you please read the infornmation
relative to this court?

A, Fromexhibit 12, this is a chart of the Mediterranean
Sea from Antalya Korfezi to Al exandria including Cyprus. It
is further identified by Chart No. BC3924 Novenber, second
edi tion, Septenber 30, 1963, revised 5-4-64. This chart
shows points A, B, and C. These three points linmt the

sout hern operating area in which Liberty intended to operate
in carrying out the directives of the JCS nessage 011545Z.

[52]

Captain Lauff: Do | understand those to be the southernnost
limt of your operating area?

A. Those points represent a point greater, a distance from
the beach, greater than that specified in the JCS nessage,
but closely approximate those limts. The |ines between
point A B, and C were the intended track of Liberty during
the forenoon and afternoon watch of 8 June 1967. It was

pl anned on arrival at point Cto reverse course to the right
and proceed again to point B, thence to point A, and
continue a back and forth notion along these tracks during
our entire stay in the operating area. It was planned to
move point Cto where |ongitude 330 Whisects the 100 fat hom
curve should it not be possible to obtain accurate fixes as
the ship approached point C. The latitude and | ongitude of
these points are as follows: Point A -- 31.27.2N 34. 00E
This point is thirteen nautical niles fromthe nearest |and.
The coordi nates of point B are: 31.22.3N 33.42E. This point
is 14.6 nautical nmiles fromnearest |and. The coordinates
of point C are: 31.31N 33.00E. This point is 18 nautica
mles fromnearest |land. C osest point of approach to
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nearest land on a |ine between points A and B is 13 nautica
mles. The closest point of approach to nearest |and
between points B and Cis 14.1 nautical mles. Verba
instructions to the officers of the deck were that the ship
was not to be to the south of a |ine connecting these points
at anytinme. Exhibit nunber 12 is a chart. The course
between point A and Bis 253 true. The course between point
B and Cis 283 true.

Counsel of the Court: Do any of the nenbers of the Court
desire to question the wtness?

No response.

Wtness: Exhibit nunber 13 is a Mediterranean Sea chart of
Egypt and coastline fromDamietta to Alarish. This is
further identified as chart No. 3975, seventh edition, Mrch
1931, revised 2/3/64. This chart has on it the previously
described points A, B, and C. It also has on it the danger

[ 53]

bearing established an the conspi cuous Manaret at Al arish of
119 degrees true fromthe ship. The shoal areas of five
fathons or less are circled inred to easily call attention
to their location.

Counsel for the Court: Captain, do you have with you in
your custody, a CIC log and the radar bearing book for USS
Li berty?

A Yes, sir, | do.

Counsel for the Court: Request the recorder nmark the radar
beari ng book as exhibit number 13 and the CIC |og as exhibit
nunber 14. | now offer these exhibits into evidence.

Counsel for the Court: Do any nenbers of this Court desire
to question the wi tness concerning the charts, exhibits 11

and 12 or the radar bearing book and the CIC log, exhibits

13 and 14.

No responses.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
[54]

Li eutenant Juni or Grade Lloyd C. PAINTER, United States
Naval Reserve, took the stand as a witness, was duly sworn,
advi sed of his rights under Article 31, Uniform Code of
Mlitary Justice and exam ned as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court:
Q State your nane, rank and organi zati on?
A. Lloyd C. PAINTER, Lieutenant (jg), USNR

Q On 8 June 1967, at about 1400 hours, an i ncident
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occurred aboard USS LIBERTY in which the vessel was
attacked. Would you please relate to this Court of Inquiry
what you recall concerning that incident?

A Yes sir. | was at this tine, the officer of the deck. |
had the 12 to 1600 watch that afternoon, and we had had a
practice general quarters drill at 1300 and secured from
that at approximately 1345, 1350. And during genera
quarters | left the bridge and went to my general quarters
station, which is repair three, located on the nmess docks.
After this drill was over, | went back up to the bridge to
relieve the watch, and when | came up to the bridge, | was

Q Wat tine was that?

A Sir, | think It was 1350, thereabouts. | came back up
to the bridge and relieved M. O CONNOR who was the genera
quarters OOD, and assuned the watch. The first thing | was
concerned with was getting a fix, and | renenber distinctly
checking the radar, and the nearest point of land on the
radar at approximately 1355 was 17.5 nmiles. And | renenber
distinctly asking the Captain if | could come back to our
base course, which | believe was set at about 14 and a half
mles. We were about three miles outside of base course.
About this tine, it was around 1400, the Captain was on the
starboard wi ng. He was watching sone jet aircraft. The
Captain was on the starboard wi ng, and he was | ooking up in
the air at a couple of jet aircraft. He called nme out there
and said, "you'd better call the forward gun nounts." He
said "I think they're going to attack," or words to that
effect. So, | ran into the bridge area and tried to cal
the port and starboard gun nmounts forward. | couldn't get
them | called them about three times, and about the third

[ 55]

time | said, "bridge, gun nounts 51 and 52." They were hit.
I can't testify exactly which one was hit first, port or
starboard; they were both hit so fast. | believe the
starboard one was hit first. At this time, | still had the
phone in ny hand, | was | ooking through the porthole at the
gun nounts. | was | ooking through the porthole when | was
trying to contact these two kids, and | saw them both; well,
I didn't exactly see themas such. They were bl own apart,
but I saw the whole area go up in snoke and scattered netal
And, at about the sane tine the aircraft strafed the bridge
area itself. The quartermaster, quarternmaster third cl ass
POLLARD was standing right next to ne, and he was hit,
evidently with flying glass fromthe porthole. | don't know
why | cane out without a scratch. | was standing, as

said, right next to him Finally, about this tine they
started strafing and we both hit the deck, as well as M.

O MALLEY, who was nmy JOOD at the tinme. As soon as the first
strafing raid had been nade, we sounded general quarters
alarm The Captain was on the bridge, He was in the pilot
house at this tine. | don't know whether he was hit then or
not, | can't renenber. It was so snokey. | took off for ny
general quarters station, which, as | said before, was
repair three on the ness decks. On the way down | was
running as fast as | could. By the tine | got to the
Chief's Lounge, the entrance through the |ounge to the ness
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docks, | saw SPICER, our postal clerk, Iying there cut in
half with strafing and the hospital corpsman was applying
mouth to nouth resuscitation. This | later found out

failed. He died right there. WIlIl, anyway, | got down to the
mess decks and all nmy nen were assenbling there as fast as
possible. They went to full battle dress, and so did I. |
can't recall exactly how long we were waiting for the
strafing raids to be over, but | believe it was
approximately 20 nminutes. At this tinme soneone, | believe
it was one of the quarternasters, cane down and called nme to
the bridge. He said, "the Captain's hurt and the operations
of fi cer was dead, and the executive officer was nortally
wounded.” | ran up to the bridge. And when | got up there,
the Captain was |aying on the stretcher up there while
trying to get underway. He thought for a while | think, |I'm
not sure, that he woul d pass out, and he wanted sonebody up
there to take over. He wanted sonebody up there in case

[ 56]
he did. I'mnot sure, but | think that is why he had call ed
me up there. | don't know whether he called ne up there, or
the quarternaster just took it on his own to get nme up
there. | never found out. So, | was up there for a few

mnutes and it |ooked like the strafing raids were over, and
some of the people were coming out and | ooking around and ny
repair chief had come out to assess sone of the damage

Wien | saw himan the 01 level aft, | told himto take over
Repair Three as | would be on the bridge. Well, by this
times, the Captain had regai ned consciousness and told ne
that | would best be needed in Repair Three.

Q Was that the Captain?

A Yes sir. So | left and went back to Repair Three, and,
don't know how |l ong, time was slipping by so fast at this
time, after that we had our first torpedo attack. It came
over, well the 1MC was out, it canme over the sound powered
phones, "prepare for torpedo attack starboard side." So, we
prepared for a torpedo attack starboard side, which we
received in mdships. | can't say exactly what tinme it was,
maybe 1435. Well, the ship at this time as soon as the
torpedo hit mdships, we began to devel op a starboard |i st
very quickly. So quickly that | felt as though we were
probably going to lose it. At this tine, the DC centra
passed the word to prepare to abandon ship. W then filed
out to our life rafts which were no |l onger with us because
they had been strafed and nost of them were burned, so we
knocked nost of themover the side. At this tine the
torpedo boats, three of them that had torpedoed us, were

laying off, waiting for us to sink, | believe. Anyway, they
didn't conme near us at this tine. However, we were able to
mai ntain the ship and stabilize it. It didn't sink. So the

Captain said that everyone could go back to general quarters
stations. At this time | went back to Repair Three on the
mess decks along with the rest of my repair party. Al
during this tine in Repair Three, nmy nen were fighting fires
and knocking burning liferafts, etc. So we were kept fairly
busy down in Repair Three the whole tine. Al so they were
checki ng bul kheads and shoring where needed. After | went
back there, after the torpedo attack, we waited for what
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seemed |ike many, nmany hours but |
[57]

imgine it was only 20 or 30 minutes; and in that time we
were checking out the torpedo hit m dships and doi ng what
was necessary to prevent further flooding. About 30 m nutes
|ater we had word fromthe Captain that torpedo boats were
approaching us again and to prepare for another torpedo
attack starboard side. And | know that if another torpedo
had hit us, it would have sunk us, so | told the nmen to
standby to abandon ship. W prepared to abandon ship in
case we were hit the second tine. At this tine we were dead
in the water with no steerage. However, we were able to
regai n our steerage by nanual neans and able to make
approximately five to six knots. The pit | og was out, we
were just guessing by the nunber of turns that were being
made. We tried to nmaintain a course, this tinme, |'mnot
really sure, it was either 300 or 320 to take us out of
there. After we had gotten underway, an |Israeli helicopter
canme out and asked us if we wanted aid; well, they didn't
ask us, they just came along side and acted |ike they wanted
to help, but we waved themoff. W maintained this course

as best we could throughout the night. | was up on the
bridge nost of the night with the Captain, up until the
destroyer, DAVIS, | believe it was, cane al ongsi de the next

nmorning. Repair Three on the ness decks was designated a
casualty station because the wardroom which was the nornal
casualty station, was so badly strafed that we couldn't keep
themup there. The ness deck was a bl oody nmess that night.
People were dying. It was a ghastly sight. That's about all
| have to say.

Counsel for the Court: Did you have occasion to see the
national ensign flying?

A. Yes sir, | did. | saw the national ensign flying after
the, it was at the tine | believe when we were going to
abandon ship. | ran out on the main deck to get the life
rafts ready. | remenber distinctly |ooking back up and
seeing the Ensign flying. This was, | think, after the air
raid, after the torpedo attack.

Q Had you seen it earlier that norning?

A | sawit earlier that norning when | came up, | don't
know when it was.

[ 58]

I came up on and of off that norning checking a patrol plane
that had been flying over us. The quartermaster, DAVID Qw,
had told ne that the night that he was wounded t hat he had
put the flag up at 0730 that norning.

Q So you, in recollection, recall seeing the flag flying
in the norning and after the torpedo attack?

A.  Yes, before and after the torpedo attack.
Q Do you know whether or not it was the sane flag?

A | couldn't tell you sir. The way | thought at one tine,
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what the heck was it, | noticed there was sonething funny
about it. | mght have seen the flag tw ce, because once |
saw one that had been shot up and it was ragged, and the
next tinme | looked at it | didn't notice whether it was
ragged or not. | couldn't say either way whether it was the
sanme fl ag.

A. Earlier in your testinony you nentioned that the LIBERTY
was 17.5 mles fromnearest point of land. How did you
arrive at this?

A. By radar navigation.
Q Did you take a fathoneter check?

A. Fathometer checked, yes sir. Either 33 or 31 fathons
under the keel at this tine.

Counsel for the Court: Does any other nenber of this Court
have questions of this w tness?

President: No further questions.
The witness was duly warned and wit hdrew.

Ensi gn John D. SCOIT, U. S. Naval Reserve, took the stand as
a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under
Article 31, Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice and exam ned as
fol | ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court:
Q State your full nanme, rank, and organization.
A. John D. SCOIT, Ensign, USNR

Q M. SCOIT, you know that this Court of Inquiry is
interested in the incident involving USS LI BERTY on 8 June
1967. Would you please tell the Court what you recall of
that incident?

[59]

A. Yes sir. On the norning of the 8th, | had the 4 to 8
Oficer of the Deck watch on the bridge. It was a routine
watch. The only thing out of the ordinary was we had one
reconnai ssance plane that flew by us and nade a few circles
of f our port beam He circled around about three or four
times, then took off.

Q About what tine?

A.  About 0515, 1 was not able to identify the aircraft. W
| ooked at it with the binoculars. Due to the distance we
could not see any markings or insignia of any sort on it.

President: That was local time, M. SCOIT?

A.  Yes sir. The plane circled around several times then
took off in a true direction towards Tel Aviv. About 30
mnutes later | got a call fromcoordination, sir, and Chief
CT SM TH was on the phone; wanted to know if | had an air
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contact that was fairly close in the last half hour. 1| told
himl did and he wanted to know which direction it went
after it left the vicinity of the ship. | told him "Te
Aviv." He said, "Fine, that's all | want to know " | did
manage to take four pictures of the aircraft with the canera
on the bridge. | didn't know what type it was. It was a
doubl e fusel age, tw n-engine type. It |ooked sonewhat |ike

an old P-38 or a small flying boxcar. That's about the only
significant thing that happened on the 4 to 8.

Q Do you recall the flag or the national ensign flying?

A. Yes sir, it was flying. | noticed at first light that
the ensign was flying. | looked up to it to check the w nd
direction just in the event I had to blow tubes and | wanted
to have a favorable wind direction. That's about all |
recall about the flag being up on the day and night while we
were over here. | don't recall seeing it down at all

That's about all | have to say about the 4 to 8.

Q Continue on during the day?

A | wasn't aware of any aircraft overhead. | did notice
that at about the noon hour there was snoke on the horizon
Coul d see results of bonbing on the horizon. | had gone out
and taken a picture. | wasn't aware of aircraft. After we
secured fromgeneral quarters, | canme into

[60]
the wardroomand | just left when | heard the first hit.
Wth that, | took off running to DC central. | did not cone

topsi de again until about 0500 the follow ng day.

Counsel for the Court: | have no further questions of this
wi t ness. Does any nenber of the Court?

Presidents: Tell us alittle bit about your danage control
measures when the ship was hit from starboard

A. Yes sir. Wien we were first hit, the first orders we got
were, "two fires, one port side in the vicinity of the gas
druns, one starboard side vicinity of the notor whal eboat."”

| ordered fire fighting parties out. Next we were ordered to
pi ck up the wounded. W had a nunber of calls, repeated
calls to pick up the wounded. | called back and said that
every available stretcher was in use. They were using

bl ankets and mattresses to haul the people back. After the
fires were out, they burned for quite awhile before we got
them under control. The next thing, we were told by the
bridge to stand by for torpedo attack starboard side. The
torpedo hit at approxi mately, sonewhere between 1425 and
1445. As soon as the torpedo hit, | called main control. |
don't keep a dammge control |og as such, ny repair parties
do. They | og nessages they receive in a book. Neither one
of them as soon as the attack started, kept a log. | kept
message bl anks coming into repair parties, but they were not
timed. | had about ten or twelve nessage blanks prior to
the torpedo hitting. | had the nain damage, | had the | arge
hole in the back berthing conpartnent, | had the hold in the
di agnostic room | had the two fires, the fires under

control and one of themlogged as out. But when the torpedo
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hit, the logroomin damage control central was in a
shanmbl es, the safe door blew open, 1ogs went flying off the
shel ves, we were knocked on the deck, and shortly thereafter
the order was passed down to set the destruction bill. And
with that, we didn't bother to wite down our nessages
anynmore. Mself, ny 13V tal ker, and ny 2JV tal ker commenced
burning all confidential nessages and pubs in DC central

Q That's fine. Tell nme a little about your shoring.

[61]
A. It was necessary, after we investigated the diagnostic
room which is directly above the vicinity which the torpedo
hit, I went in, it was next to DC central, | went in with
the DC investigator fromrepair two. W saw the |evel of
the water rising. | stuck ny hand in the hole. It came out
with black, black oil. Wth that | said, "It's stil
rising, we're going to have to shore-it." W brought

shoring in and mattresses fromthe engineering berthing
conmpartment and commenced shoring. W found another rupture
out in the passageway and it was bul ged out, but we had that
area pretty well under control

Q To establish the watertight boundary after the torpedo
attack, was there any question about anyone being left alive
in the spaces bel ow?

A. No sir. Wen | sawthe black oil comng up, | knewit
had ruptured the fuel tanks. | went down to nmmin control

I called themfirst and told them | had ruptured tanks up
here, and told themnot to take inspections fromthese
tanks. Later on in the norning, | went down to main contro
and told themto take inspections fromstarboard tanks but
not those two to correct the list. W went over to twelve
degrees, and came back to ten. About 0500 in the norning we
were down to about a 6 degrees list.

Q W was in charge of the forward repair parties at that
time?

A. Ensign TAYLOR He was the Repair Oficer. He was hit
before he ever got to the repair |ocker. He wandered off on
his own. He cane down the passageway, stuck his head in DC

central. | could see he was hit very bad. He said,
"Scottie, |I've been hit." | said, "I can't help you, go to
the mess decks. I'lIl call themand tell themyou' re comng."

I don't have a plotter or nessenger, and there were just
three people in DC central, so none of us could I|eave.

Next, there was Chief THOWPSON, and | got the word that he
was hit, but not bad. A little later the bridge called
wanting a signalman. Both ny signal men had been hit, and
called repair and asked themif they had any signal nen,
anybody, even enlisted men. Chief THOWPSON vol unt eered and
went to the bridge. Then DEMORI, shipfitter third, took
over.

President: This was Chi ef THOVWSON who vol unt eered, who was
al ready wounded?

[ 62]
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Yes sir. And DEMORI was the on-scene | eader
Is DEMORI still around?

Yes sir.

Yes sir. | went ten weeks ago.

A
Q
A
Q Have you been to danage control school, Scottie?
A
Q Wis it worthit?

A

Yes sir. 1'd recomend it to anybody.

President: Scottie, |I'mproud of you. Thank you very nuch,
son.

The witness was duly warned and wit hdrew.

Li eutenant George H GOLDEN, United States Navy, took the
stand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights
under Article 31, Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice and
exami ned as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court:
Q State your nane, rank, and present duty station

A.  George H GOLDEN, Lieutenant, Engineering Oficer, USS
LI BERTY.

Q Lieutenant GOLDEN, you know that this Court of Inquiry
has been convened to ook into the circunstances incident to
the attack on USS LIBERTY. WII| you please tell the Court
what, if anything, you recall about that incident?

A, Yes sir. At approximately 1145, | conpleted eating
lunch, and went to the 01 | evel forward to sunbathe al ong
with the Captain and sone of the other officers. | have a

| ounge chair, nost of us do have; while laying on nmy back
sunbathing, | noticed a plane flying over. | dozed off, and
approximately 25 nminutes or so later on, | woke up and saw a
pl ane circling again com ng fromthe port beam crossing the
ship. Wile watching it, | glanced up and noticed it just
crossing over the stack area, and | noticed a snall anount

of snoke com ng out of ny stack, and also the flag was

flying.
Counsel for the Court: Was it extended?
A. Yes sir, there was a slight breeze bl ow ng.
Q \Were was the flag flying from Lieutenant GOLDEN?
A.  The forenast.
[63]
Q And It was standing out where it could be seen?

A. Yes sir. Not conpletely the full length, but it was
standing out. At approximately 1255, | left the 01 |eve
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forward, and then went forward because | knew that the
Conmandi ng Officer was going to have a surprise chem ca
attack for a drill between the crew W went to genera
quarters at 1310. Imrediately after we went to genera
quarters, the Commanding O ficer addressed the crew
concerning setting Zebra. He explained to themthat

anyt hing coul d happen at any time. It took us four ninutes
to set Zebra, we should inprove on that time. He explained
that there was snoke coming fromthe beach area, and that
there was possible fighting in that area. After conpleting
general quarters, | cane fromthe engineering and went to
the port side of the ship, the notor whal eboat started
smoki ng instantly, and wal ked into the wardroomto have a
qui ck cup of coffee before going to my office. | sat down
in the forward part of the wardroom and | had no nore had
set down when the word was passed to stand clear of the

nmot or whal eboat while testing. Immediately, there was a
bang, and the first thought canme to ny head that the

whal eboat had been dropped into the water. | junped to the
porthol e, |ooked out, and there was bl ack snoke coning up
fromthe side of the ship. | imediately ran to the door to

the wardroomto go outside. The second | hit the door,
heard the word passed, "General Quarters, all hands nan your
battle stations.” And then the alarmwent off. Before

had gotten clear of the door, the word was al so passed over
the PA system which sounded |ike the Commanding Oficer's
voice, telling radio central to notify high command that we
were under air attack. Wien | hit the deck plate in the
engi neroom main control in front of the throttle board at
1405, | knew it was this time because the tachonmeters were
ringing up at the same tinme flank speed. | had informed
over the 1MC the Captain it would take nme a coupl e of

m nutes to bring the other boiler on the line, as we had
just secured it to repair a gasket. The Commandi ng O ficer
told nme to get it on as soon as possible and give him al
the turns possible. Wthin a few mnutes we were doing 86
rpns, until there

[ 64]

was a hit and | lost electrical power. W went dead in the
wat er .

Counsel for the Court: Lieutenant GOLDEN, how many years
have you been in the naval service actively?

A.  Twenty-six years sir.

Q This Court has heard many instances of loss of |life, and
the Court has viewed the inordinate anbunt danage to the
vessel . Would you please tell the Court the nature of your
personal possession |oss incident to the damage to your

st at er oon?

A. There were two shells which could be 20mm |'m not sure.
There was one six inches in dianmeter, and another one
approximately 7 or 8 inches in dianmeter, just aft of the
center of nmy stateroom Fragnentation fromthese two shells
damaged the stateroom considerably. One cane through the
overhead of the stateroom Bullets of unknown caliber cane
through the cl oset where ny cl othes hanged. The bullets
went conpl etely through one of themthrough the other,
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ripping all of ny clothing apart. Bullets entered the
bottom of the room into the drawers where | keep ny shoes,
tearing those up. The fire fighting water from where the
repair party was fighting the fire on the starboard side of
frame 80 cane through these holes, both fromthe 01 | eve
and the 02 level, and ruined the tape recorder which | had
setting on ny desk.

Counsel for the Court: Value of the tape recorder?
A $219.00 sir.

President: Let the record show at this point that

Li eutenant GOLDEN s testinmony on his personal loss is

i ntroduced as being typical of the type of personal |oss
realized by the officers of the LIBERTY. The effectiveness
of aircraft strafing and rocketry against the topside of the
ship virtually elimnated the usability of any and
everything inside the stateroons thensel ves.

Counsel for the Court: M. GOLDEN, as Engi neering Oficer,
do you have in your custody, engineering |ogs?

A. Yes sir.

Q Do you al so have the gyro conpass record in your
cust ody?

[ 65]

A. Yes sir. | do. | have that one particular record with
me at this time, sir.

Counsel for the Court: Request the recorder nmark the

engi neering log as exhibit 16, the gyro conpass record as
exhibit 17, and request they be accepted into evidence as 16
and 17.

Counsel for the Court: Wuld you please read pertinent
extracts fromthese | ogs?

A. Aye, sir. In the engineering smooth log on the 12 to
1600 watch on 8 June 1967 - The log is signed by R J.
BROOKS, Machinist Mate Chief, at 1405, general quarters
under attack. 1406, granted permission to fire roomto
light fires in nunber two boiler. At 1406, i nformed
throttleman to maneuver at various speeds, to draw steam no
| ess than 400 pounds. 1407, reported condition Zebra set.
1408, secured nunber one and nunber two distilling units in
order to have nore steam or speed. 1435, |lost electrica
power due to hit believed to be torpedo. There was a
vibration fromthis hit that knocked two people in the
engi ne room of f of | adders fromthe upper platformto the

|l ower platform It vibrated a light out of its socket. It
knocked both generators off the line. Al so |ost

comruni cations to the bridge at this time. 1450, put nunber
three generator to atnospheric ballast. 1453, generator on
the line. During this period of tinme, there were both 20mrs
and two other smaller caliber bullets com ng through the

bul khead fromthe starboard side from approxi mately framnes
80 to 95. The last entry in the engineer's bell book was for
1405 when the bridge rang up for flank speed. There were no
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nmore entries in the engineer's bell book after 1405.

President: Tell ne again, Lieutenant GOLDEN, how | ong your
records or your menory indicates that you were w thout power
after your circuit breakers tripped out and you |l ost the

| oad?

A From1l5 to 20 minutes, | think sir.

Q And your record shows that you lost the |oad at what
time?

A. Lost electrical power at 1435 and regained electrica
power at 1453.

President: Let the record show at this point, as a matter
which is germane to all of the testinony wherein sequenti al
and accurate times are

[ 66]

desirabl e but unavail able. That the early rocket attack
agai nst this ship shot and stopped, in some cases
permanently and in others only tenporarily, ships clocks
through the ship. This fact has becone increasingly evident
t hroughout testinony received as well as in inform

di scussions with LI BERTY personnel

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
[67]

Ensi gn Mal col m Patrick O MALLEY,
United States Naval Reserve, took the stand as a w tness,
was duly sworn, advised of his rights under Article 31,
Uni form Code of MIlitary Justice and exam ned as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court:
State your name, rank and organization?
Mal col m Patrick O MALLEY, Ensign, USS LIBERTY AGIR-5

And your duty status?

Q
A
Q
A. Assistant Operations Oficer and Ship's Secretary.
Q How I ong have you been in the Navy?

A.  Since January 13th, 1967.

Q Approximately six nonths?

A Yes sir.

Q M. OMALLEY, directing your attention to 8 June 1967
will you please tell this court what you recall of the
attack.

A Yes sir. | had the con on the 12 to 1600 watch. From
1220 to 1230 is when an Israeli tw n-engine plane, well we
didn't know it was Israeli, just a tw n-engine plane very
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simlar to a flying boxcar, circled us once in a |long
elliptical circle and they drew near. W found out on
questioning, after they went away, M. ENNIS said the plane
had conme out al nbst periodically every 20 to 40 nminutes, and
woul d nake one pass in a high circle and head back to | and.
At 1310, | was relieved on the con by M. ENNIS, who was the
JOOD for general quarters. M. O CONNOR wasn't there so he
stopped in the deck and relieved the con. Wen we went to
general quarters, | went to my general quarters station in
CIC. It was an extrenely dull general quarters - we didn't
do anything. W didn't have any contacts or anything
significant to do. Sone place between 1335 and 1350 | again
assuned con fromM. ENNIS. At about 1402, 03, or 04,
sonmething like that, | was |ooking at the radar screen, and

[ 68]

trying to get a fix. | noticed three contacts com ng off
the shore and | said, "Lloyd, | think |I have three contacts
here." He said, "I think I'll talk to the gun nounts on the
phone circuits." He tried to talk to them and before
knew it, just as he was about to say "gun nounts 51 and 52"
a jet opened up. It was just, "boom boom boom boom
boom boom boom" and all of a sudden I found nysel f down
on one knee. Soneone yelled general quarters, | yelled
general quarters, and | left the bridge, and as | went
passed, | noticed that the general alarm was soundi ng.

went into CIC. To return to what had el apsed, well, by the
time | took over the con it was 12 o'clock, and the time |
was relieved it was approxi mately 1345

Counsel for the Court: Who relieved you?

A. Lieutenant James Ennis. Wen we got up there, we only
had one thing to shoot, and that was a tower, a signa

tower. | can renmenber how it stood on the beach. What
happened, was M. Painter and | were trying desperately to
got a fix, to get an accurate fix, what we were trying to do
was get a fix and we couldn't do it.

Counsel for the Court: Do you recall the national ensign
flying?

A. No sir, | don't because we were not allowed to go to the
04 level, and fromhere | couldn't see it. | did see the
torpedo boats when | canme up to the bridge.

Captain ATKINSON: Are you also the CIC officer?
A Yes sir

Counsel for the Court: M. O MALLEY, do you have in your
possession the DRT | og?

A, Yes sir, | do.
Q Do you have the radar bearing book of USS LIBERTY al so?
A.  Yes, | do.

Request the recorder to mark the radar bearing book as
exhi bit nunber 18
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[ 69]

and the DRT | og, exhibit nunber 19. | now offer theminto
evi dence, and request M. O 'MALLEY to read pertinent
extracts from 1400 hours, on the 8th of June.

A, The radar in CIC went out on the first attack.

Q Try 1200 hours.

A. | have at 1145 a bearing on 173 at 13.9 mles.

Q Any subsequent entries? DRT from 1300 on hours?

A.  Nothing from 1300 hours.

Counsel for the Court: | have no further question of this

wi t ness. Does any nmenber of the court desire to question the
Wit ness?

Captain ATKINSON: What was the last entry in the DRT | 0og?
A. | believe it was 1300. 1300, yes.

President: Wat would be the reasons for no DRT entries
after 13007

A. | don' t have any idea. M. Toth use to help ne with
t he thing.

Q Wiat do you nean, he use to help you?
A. Well, he use to take charge of CIC
Q During general quarters?

A.  No, not during general quarters. Actually, it was M.
BENNETT's station. | was there in training. M. BENNETT
wasn't there on that day.

Counsel for the Court: M. O MALLEY, you indicated that you
were in the Navy for about six nonths?

Yes sir.
Is this your first time at sea?

Yes sir, four nonths on the LIBERTY, sir.

A
Q
A
Q And your primary duty on USS LIBERTY is?
A. Ship's Secretary.
Q Ship's Secretary?
A Yes sir.
Q Collateral Duty?

[ 70]
A. M/ collateral duty is Assistant Qperations Oficer with
ccC

Captain ATKINSON: WAs the navigation plot nmaintained in
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combat ?
A.  No, we he maintai ned our navigational plot.
Q Wo's he?

A.  COCNAVI TCH did, but he was doi ng what he said was
contour fixes and he was just checking if they agreed with
the OOD on the bridge in the chartroom You see, we had two
charts. W had one in the chartroomand one in CIC. W did
have fixes - like | had a 1220 fix spotted on the chart when
the tower was bearing 148, 16.5 niles.

Q In conbat?

A. No, in the chart house.

Q What happened to that chart?
A.  There was an overl ay.

President: Wuld you repeat that fix and tine again, M.
O MALLEY?

A. At 1220 the tower beared 148 at 16.5 m |l es.

Q Was it normally the ship's practice to use an overlay on
a chart which they planed to use for a protracted period in
a particul ar spot?

A.  To ny know edge, no. This was the first tine that | had
seen it. As a matter of fact, he was putting it on when
came up.

Q Have you ever been in a ship when it had a patro
station in a spot for a protracted period before this?

A. No, not really. W had gone up and down the coast of
Africa, but that was not a patrol

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: | may have m ssed what you
said before. I1'mnot clear as to whether it's nornal
practice or not to maintain a navigational track in CIC?

A.  The reason why we didn't have it up in CIC, the reason
why we hadn't, been doing it for a long period of tinme, was
because we had just conme in sight of |Iand on the previous
wat ch, and that is why.

[71]
The witness was duly warned and wit hdrew.

Counsel for the Court: The next witness will be LTIG Ml col m
N. Watson, United States Naval Reserve

Li eutenant Juni or Grade Malcol m N Watson, United States
Naval Reserve, took the stand as a witness, was duly sworn,
advi sed of his rights under Article 31, Uniform Code of
Mlitary Justice and exam ned as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Counsel for the Court: WII you pl ease state your nane,
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rank, and duty station.

A.  Malcolm N Witson, Lieutenant (jg), |I'm MPA aboard the
LI BERTY.

Q M. Watson, did you know this Court has been convened in
order to ascertain the circunstances attentive with the
attack on USS LIBERTY on 8 June 1967? Wbuld you pl ease tel
the Court what you recall of that incident?

A Well, we had a practice GQ approximately 1310. MW GQ
station was the fire roomdown in the engine room Wen we
had secured fromthe practice GQ | had come up. | was
standi ng by the wardroom pantry when the attack canme. | ran
back down the officer's |adder and went down to ny station
inthe fire room And shortly |I was called up to sick bay.
I"mnarcotics custodian, and | had to open the narcotics

| ocker. | canme up fromthe fire room went through the mess
decks, up to sick bay. | got the key fromthe first class
corpsman, and a seanman KERNER went with ne back down to the
mess decks, forward al ong the passageway, into the

engi neering berthing compartnment, down the hatch, into the
narcotics |locker. | opened the |ocker, renoved norphine,
gave half of it to KERNER and told himto go on back up and
I took the other half and left the safe unlocked but closed.
I locked the door behind nme, | canme back up. As | passed by
DC Central, | stopped in there and told them | had opened
xray fittings to get down to the narcotics | ocker and had
reclosed it. At this time, DC Central is just forward of

t he di aghostic room

[72]

under which the torpedo hit. And at this tine the torpedo
had not hit the ship cause | woul d have known it because of
the way the passageway was torn up. | went back up into
sick bay with the norphine that | had, and gave the key back
to the first class corpsnman and told himwhat | had done and
that | had left the | ocker open. There was a seaman | aying
on the operating table, and they didn't have too many people
hel ping in sick bay at the tine, so | hel ped them nove the
seaman of f the operating table, and | hel ped nove third

cl ass gunners mate EASON onto the operating table. The
Doctor told me where to get two bottles that he wanted. |

t hought we were done. And | hel ped himprepare things for
operation, and by that time nore people had just cone into
the sick bay to help out. So | said, "If you don't need ne,
I need to go back to ny GQ station.”" And he said at the
time, "go ahead". So |I went back down to ny GQ station and
fromthen on in we had one nachinery casualty right after

the other. H gh water, low water in the boilers, |I lost the
|l ube oil, just all kinds of nachinery casualties. From
there on out, | really don't know the sequence of events of

anyt hing that had happened. But | know that when | happened
to think to look at nmy watch, it was 7 o' clock in the
eveni ng.

Counsel for the Court: Excuse ne, any time prior to the
attack, did you notice the national colors flying?

A. Yes sir. At lunch that day, we were discussing the
situation and M. ol den made the statenent that someone had
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sai d somet hi ng about the ensign flying so the people would
know who we were. M. Colden made the statenent sonething
like, "Don't we have a bigger flag we can fly, maybe the
hol i day colors ?" Then after lunch we went out on the 01
| evel forward and nost of the officers were around there
sunbat hi ng i rmedi ately preceding 1300. At approxi mately
1245, an aircraft flew over approxi- mately 5,000 to 8,000
feet, and his Iine of flight took it over the radar nast,
and | was watching it and nade a coment about it that it

| ooked

[ 73]

like a Cl119 flying boxcar. And as it flew over the radar
mast, the ensign was flying fromthe gaff. | noticed that
it was flying, at this tine there was a breeze.

Q Extended?
A.  Yes sir.

President: Was it fromthe mast aft or the mast directly
over the bridge?

A. The nmast directly over the bridge, sir.
The wi tness was duly warned and wit hdrew.

Li eutenant Richard F. Pfeiffer, MC, U S. Navy, took the
stand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights
under Article 31, Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice and
exam ned as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Counsel for the Court: WII you please state your ful
nanme, rank, and duty status.

A. Richard Frank Pfeiffer, Lieutenant Medical Corps, duty
station U S. Naval Hospital, Portsnmouth, New Hanpshire.

Q On 8 June 1967, where were at this tinme?

A. | was attending to ny duties as nedical officer, USS
LI BERTY.

Q WII you please tell this Court the circunstances as you
recall themincident to the attack on the USS LI BERTY?

A. Well, we had secured fromthe General Quarters drill. |
was standing in the passageway outside the pantry, which is
on the main deck. Suddenly, we heard a sound as a jet plane
flying low and the steward to whom | was tal king and nysel f
t hought that sonething had happened to one of the steam
lines. Inmediately after that, we heard an expl osion, and
we sounded general quarters. M general quarters station is
on the main deck aft, the main battle dressing station. |
went across the nain deck, and at that point | saw anot her
pl ane passing over the ship and letting |oose its supply of
rockets on the ship. It was passing fromthe starboard bow
to the port side and aft. | went into the main dressing
station as quickly as possible and awaited the flow of
casualties that would come in. We sent the third cl ass
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corpsman to the forward battle dressing station
[74]

which was in the wardroom |In the main dressing station was
the first class corpsman and nyself. Wwen | was in the main
battl e dressing station, we were relatively sealed off and
we didn't hear very nuch of what was happeni ng outside. At
that point | would have thought it was a single or two

pl anes that had strafed the ship once or twice. | didn't
have an idea exactly how much had been done. And when they
brought in the first aid patient who was a seaman with a
col | apsed lung, we thought he would be one of the few
casualties that we got, and i medi ately took care of him

whi ch involved an incision in his chest and packing of a
pretty good sized chest cavity to renove the blood and air
to nake it possible for himto breathe again. W then found
M. Watson, who had the conbination to our narcotics safe in
the nmedi cal storeroom | sent the corpsnan to get M.

Wat son to got me a supply of norphine and we started

adm nistering to the men. The tinme at this tinme was about a
quarter to two, and it would be before the torpedo had
struck. Soneone told ne that they wanted nme on the bridge,
and to get there | went through the nmess decks which had a
nunber of casualties there already, | passed the wardroom
and found the forward battle dressing station was sonewhat

fl ooded by casualties, and went to the bridge where at that
point, the Captain was the only person who was stil
functioning and the Captain had helm Again, the Captain
had not been injured at that tine. | took a | ook outside
the bridge and saw two decks bel ow the remai ns of our

Navi gator, M. Toth, The hel nsman had di ed where he stood at
the helm and at that tine there wasn't anything | could do
for any of the nmen on the bridge except adm nister norphine
to those who were injured and yet living and get nmen up with
stretchers to evacuate them It so happened the fire in the
starboard side, the men had under control, and | returned to
the wardroom where again we started caring for the

casual ties as best we could. W took care of the nen in the
war droom and in the passageway on the nmain deck there were
men wounded sitting shoulder to shoulder the full ????
??2???7? of the passageway. On the port side in a stretcher
was the executive officer who had conpound fractures of
three bones on one I eg and two bones on the other leg, the
seni or research officer, M. Lewis, who had sem --fl ash
burns of his face and had been tenporarily blinded, and all
the nmen that had been injured.

[ 75]

I found our third class corpsman, Shulman, with our nmai
clerk, Spicer, who had suffered [del eted] and was

[del eted] Shul man was perform ng, or had finished performng
[ del et ed] hi m breat he.

President: Shulman's a third cl ass?

A. Yes sir. And, one of the other men had his armin a
sling and was operating the foot- powered suction punp
enabling himto activate the man's trachean lungs to get the
secretions fromthere.
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President: Doctor, is this the foot-powered trachean punp
whi ch supports the nicrophone into which you are speaki ng?

A. Yes sir. Sir, in the chief's ness, we found another man,
this was Payon, who was al so having difficulty breathing.

He had a [deleted] that time we did not have the facilities
on board to care for a second [del eted]

so the only thing | could do at that point was

[del eted] [del eted] There was
another man with a broken leg who we were just able to
splint. As it turns out the last thing that we bought
before we left Norfolk was a supply of air splints that were
just coming in and being used as many as we had, and we
coul d have used nmore. Then | returned to the main dressing
station. At this tine again | was going through the ness
decks and there were nore people there. | got to the main
dressing station and found people on the floor, people in
the beds, in the isolation room and the clean room One of
the men in the bed was Bl anchard, a man who had sust ai ned
[del eted] [del eted] The first class corpsman and | had

exam ned himand we realized that we m ght have to operate
on him At that point we had al so agreed though, unless it
was an absolute matter of being certain he would die
otherw se, we would not do anything to him Then someone
told ne in a nonent that the wardroom had been hit, and that
the Captain

[ 76]

had been hit. W went by the wardroom and found fortunately
that the hit had been away from where the people were being
taken care of. A nessage while | was in the nain battle
dressingstation, they had announced to be prepared for a
torpedo attack, and the torpedo hit and suddenly the ship
started listing to starboard, rolled, becoming 9 degrees in
a matter of a few seconds. At that tine, Van C eave and
mysel f and as many people as we could get, we went down to
the nmess decks to try to evacuate anyone that we could from
there in case the ship started going down. W were told
that the destruction bill had been put into effect. The
ship was stabilized after a couple of mnutes and then | got
the word to go to the wardroomand to the bridge. Wen I

got to the bridge, the Captain had put a tourniquet on his
own leg. He had lost a |arge amount of blood, but there was
nothing I could do at this time. He was the only officer
aboard at that tine. The only other officer that | could
find was Ensign O Malley. | told himof the situation on
the bridge, where the Captain had been injured and was the
last officer | could find up there and suggested that he be
prepared to go to the bridge if necessary. W then returned
to the main dressing station, just in tine to have a rocket

I and on the overhead near the clean room and at this time
the lights in the main dressing station went out. W
decided at that tinme that we certainly couldn't care for the
wounded in the situation that we were. W were told to
brace ourselves for a second torpedo attack, and the only
thing we could do was go inside and find a couple of the
wounded on the floor to find places where they weren't
wounded and | ay across their bodies so in case the torpedo
did hit they wouldn't be thrown around. | could hold on to
one of the uprights, but they certainly couldn't. W
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decided at that tinme, that the only place where we could
take care of the nen was on the mess decks. The ship had
stabilized. W went to the engineroomto find out what had
happened, if the engines had been damaged, or, if it would
be a point of nmoving the nen to the ness decks and then
havi ng the ship go down than having themdie there. W
found that as far an it went that the danage had been
brought under control. W evacuated the nen to the ness
decks. W had just that norning finished resterilizing
supplies in the

[77]

forward battle dressing station. They were still in the

aut ocl ave. When we went to the autoclave, we got as nmany nen
who could wal k as possible, took themto the nain dressing
station and gave them supplies, it was dark and we coul dn't
really see what we were handling then, and they took it to
mai n deck and piled it on the table. At that tinme was the
first time we could evaluate the condition of the wounded.
There was no question of our ability to keep records or
anything at that point. W just couldn't. The only way we
could tell if sonmeone had been given norphi ne, when we gave
it to him we stuck a needle through an article of clothing
on him W got sone gauze and hung the bottles fromthe
lights in the mess decks. At that tine it becane evident
that many of the nmen were going to require further surgery,
but we established in a major hospital surgery is sonething
that is done by three doctors, two nurses, and a support
team outside, and that here we would be able to have nyself
and one corpsman. W obviously weren't going to do any
unless it was a life or death emergency. So we went on with
it and tried to stabilize the people who were in shock,
giving fluids. Then | organi zed a couple of teans of nen.

At that time we still had not found out what had happened.
The nen were confused, they coul dn't understand where was
the Sixth Fleet or where was the Air Force. Soneone had
told us that there was an Israeli helicopter outside, and it
bol stered our norale a little bit, but we tried to find out
the answers to the question, "is anybody going to help us?"
"Or can we got nessages out?" Does anyone know we're hit,
and how badly?" At this tine, sir, we had organi zed teans
to start fromone end of the ness decks, we'd gotten
surgical soap and water, supplies of sterile dressings, and
started cleaning the wounds agai n as best we coul d. I went
up to the bridge to see the Captain. The Captain had lost a
trenendous anount of bl ood and was show ng synptons of early
shock. The nen who were show ng synptons of shock, the
people that we couldn't get fluids to had just overrun the
medi cal facilities for the while. W had been giving out
water, salt pills, bicarbonate soda, just to replace the
fluids with anything that we coul d.

[ 78]

Now we had intravenous fluids that we were able to give
them but the Captain was showi ng the early synptons. He
said that he was feeling weak every tine that he got up and
was perspiring and was begi nning to show one of the earlier
signs of shock which is excessive anxiety. |It's hard to
think of how anxiety at that point could be described as
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excessive, but he had been tal king about nedi cal things that
he had ascribed as a tremendous urgency to, and | just had
interpreted this as a sign of shock. | told M. Lucas, the
First Lieutenant, who was at the bridge about this and told
himto be on the watch for this, dress the Captain's | eg,
renove the tourniquet, and went back below. There's not
really much nore tell of this, except how we should give the
i ndi vidual nmen, at that tinme someone had gotten a supply of
brandy down to the nmen bel ow and we were di spensing this to
the men who were dazed or who were confused or anything, or
excited. At one thirty it becane obvious that Bl anchard was
not going to survive the night w thout an operation

President: One thirty in the norning?

A. One thirty in the norning. W went to the ness decks
agai n, got sonme enpty bl ood transfusi on packs, collected
two pints of blood fromnen who were his blood type, and
took himto the wardroomto operate on him Unfortunately,
hi s wounds were such that any attenpts were hopel ess. W
determined this and closed the incision. W rendered fina
anesthetic which the first class and | admi ni stered, but he
died during the operation. Again, after that, It was just
a question finding, doing certain nmechanical things for the
men, getting themall cleaned, getting new dressings on,
treating their pain if this was required, and awaiting the
arrival of help.

Counsel for the Court: O the nmany injured was Bl anchard
the only one who died after an operation?

A. Blanchard was the only one that died. The Executive
O ficer died soon after having been brought to the ness

decks but we had seen himon the main deck, and the next
time | saw himon the nmess decks was to

[79]
pronounce hi m dead.

Q How many ot her operations of a major nature did you
per f or nf

A. Only this operation and the insertion of the tube in the
man's chest.

Q How long were you on your feet before you were able to
rest?

A. 28 hours.

Q Do you have a list of the personnel who died as a result
of the attack?

A. Yes sir, | do.

Counsel for the Court: Request the reporter mark this
exhi bit nunber 20. | now offer exhibit number 20 into
evi dence. WIl you please read this for the record?

A. The following is a list of the dead personnel. The
bodi es’ of these persons have been recovered.
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LCDR ARMSTRONG, Philip M 569825/ 1100
SN BLANCHARD, Gary R 771 77 22
QM8 BROWN, Francis (n) 778 76 70
CT3 HGANS, Alan (n) 788 62 97
SN HOAR, Carl 774 46 48
CT2 MENDLE, Anthony 777 62 87
| CFN SKOLAK, Davi d B50 17 83
PC2 SPI CHER, John C. 473 41 77
Gvz3 THOMPSON, Al exander 770 47 21
CT3 THORNTON, Thonas R 997 97 91
LT TOIH, Stephen S. 669613/ 1100
CTl WALTON, Frederick J. 236 31 86

Q Didyou bring alist of personnel who were decl ared
m ssing in action during the attack?

A Yes sir, | did.

Counsel for the Court: Request the reporter mark the
mssing in action list as exhibit nunber 21. | now offer
exhi bit nunmber 21 into evidence. WII you please read this
for the record?

A.  Personnel nissing

Cr3 WIIliam B. ALLENBAUGH CTr3 Duane R MARGRAF

CT2 Ronnie J. CAWPBELL LT Janes C. PlIERCE

CT2 Jerry L. CONVERSE Crl John Caleb SM TH

CT2 Robert B. ElI SENBERG CIC Melvin D. SMTH

CTl Curtis A GRAVES CT3 Phillippe C TIEDTKE

CTSN Lawrence P. HAYDEN CT3 Carl C. NYGREN

CTl Warren E. HERSEY CPL Edward E. REHMVEYER

Cr2 Richard W KEENE SGI' J.L. RAPER

CTSN Janes L. LENAU CT3 Jerry L. GOSS

CTSA David W MARLBOROUGH Cri Janes M LUPTON

CTC Raymond E. LINN * Cvilian Allen M Bl ue
[ 80]

Counsel for the Court: Did you bring a list of the injured
with you that you treated during the attack?

A. Yes sir, | have.

Counsel for the Court: Request the reporter mark the
injured list as exhibit nunber 22. | now of fer exhibit
nunber 22 into evidence and will you please read it?

A. Wunded Transferred

Nane Rate Ser No. Di agnosi s

[ del et ed] SN 796 66 15 Conpound Fracture Skul

[ del et ed] SN 913 50 66 Conpound Fracture Skul

[ del et ed] SN 997 55 71 Wund Left Eye, Left Forearm

[ del et ed] SH2 609 22 48 Mult. Puncture wounds, Pneumpnitis
[ del et ed] CTSN 998 13 79 HEMOPNEUMOTHORAX

[ del et ed] GvB 969 84 98 Pneunpt hor ax

[ del et ed] EM3 773 35 21 Perforated Bowel, Henothorax

[ del et ed] CTl 594 81 55 Cpd.Fx. L. Tibia and Fi bul a Pneunot hor ax
[ del et ed] LT 671765 Penetrating wounds, back & Kidney
[ del et ed] BM3 775 76 78 Henopneunot horax, Post Laparotony
[ del et ed] SN 999 88 63 Penetrating wound back-to col on
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[ del et ed] YN3 Mul tipl e Puncture Wunds
[ del et ed] EMFN 914 73 89 Fracture L. Tibia Renmi ned aboard
[ del et ed] SSGT Fl ash burns face
[ del et ed] LT Cpd Fracture L Fenur
[ del et ed] LCDR Fl ash burns, face & eyes
[ del et ed] ET3 Conpound Fx. Radius & U na
[ del et ed] Cr1 Mul tiple Punctures, Cervical Sprain
[ del et ed] EMS Mul ti pl e Puncture wounds
[ del et ed] I Cl Fracture - Forearm
[ del et ed] SN  (deck dept) Multiple bullet & Shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] SN " Mul tipl e Shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] SN " Mul ti pl e Shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] SN " Mul ti pl e Shrapnel Wunds
[ del et ed] SN " Shrapnel - chest, anputated toe
[ del et ed] SN " Shrapnel Neck, Fractured Mandi bl e
[ del et ed] SN " Shrapnel hand, |eg
[ del et ed] Shve Shrapnel wounds, |eg & Back
[ del et ed] SN Shrapnel, Guteal area
[ del et ed] SVBN Shrapnel, L. Ankle
[ del et ed] QvB Shrapnel, R Flank
[ del et ed] CTSN Mul ti pl e Shrapnel Wunds
[ del et ed] TN Shrapnel, Knee
[81]
Nare Rat e Ser No. Di agnosi s
[ del et ed] SN Shrapnel, Guteral & R Thigh
[ del et ed] Cr1 Fracture, L. Ankle
[ del et ed] CT3
[ del et ed] CTSN Mul tipl e Shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] CT3
[ del et ed] Cr1 Mul tipl e Shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] Cr1 Mul tipl e Shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] Cr2 Mul tipl e Shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] CTSN Shrapnel wounds Skul
[ del et ed] CTSN Mul tipl e wounds shrapne
[ del et ed] CT3 Mul tipl e shrapnel wounds
[ del et ed] Cr2
[ del et ed] Cr2
[ del et ed] CTSN Shrapnel , abedonen
[ del et ed] CTSN
[ del et ed] CTSN
[ del et ed] Cr1
[ del et ed] Cr2
[ del et ed] ENS 710515/1105 Foreign bodies R Tenple, hand L. arm
[ del et ed] CDR 494467/ 1100 Puncture wounds-nultiple- with F.B
[ del et ed] LT 625125/1610 Mult Puncture wounds- flash burns face
[ del et ed] LT( MO) Punct ure wound hand-1 acerati ons mult contusions
[ del et ed] CTC 471 37 37 Foreign body left wist
[ del et ed] EML 298 39 72 Lacerations R hand
[ del et ed] EM3 353 98 33 Contusions and Abrasions - back
[ del et ed] FN Forei gn body, 2nd digit R
[ del et ed] LTIG 692274/ 1105 Lac. R hand. Henatoma R flank
[ del et ed] CTC 518 69 45 Lac. R hand, contusion back
[ del et ed] SN3 546 83 16 Abrasions L. calf
[ del et ed] SN 796 43 22 Puncture wound R shoul der
[ del et ed] BT3 B70 41 42 Mult. contusions, arms, L Knee
[ del et ed] BT2 549 85 64 Mult. contusions, F.B. R hand
[ del et ed] FN 699 53 81 Contusions L. shoul der
[ del et ed] BT3 776 08 93 Contusions L. hand
[ del et ed] MVR3 Back strain, contusions shoul ders
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[ del et ed] SN 918 44 65 Mult. lacerations hand & arns

[ del et ed] CS3 904 30 77 Lac. L. hand

[ del et ed] FN 779 52 59 Lacerations and contusions L. hand, burns L. arm

[ del et ed] MVFN 998 07 12 Abrasion & contusion R leg & CALF Fracture Tibia

[ del et ed] CS3 B10 42 33 Contusion L. |lower |eg

[ del et ed] SA 998 70 04 Cerebral concussion

[ del et ed] FN B10 22 23 Abrasion R calf

[ del et ed] FN 290 54 86 Lac R arm

[ del et ed] FN 354 81 55 Contusions chest, arms, |egs

[ del et ed] FA  B51 8156 F.B. L 5 (digit (hand)

[ del et ed] FN 917 52 08 Mult. contusions ext's

[ del et ed] CS3 796 37 68 Mult. | ac hands

[ del et ed] FN B10 43 15 Lac. arnms (nult)

[ del et ed] CTSN B61 44 71 Lac, cont hands, knees, chipped R Low can
[82]

Nane Rate Ser No. Di agnosi s

[ del et ed] FN 916 29 05 Contusions Legs (bil)

[ del et ed] CTSN B20 04 91 Burns R Foot, Soft tissue inj. R Knee

[ del et ed] FN 796 18 83 Contusions Knee, bi

[ del et ed] SK2 370 92 58 Abrasions and Strain-Lower Back

[ del et ed] MVB 998 19 47 Burns -Arns

[ del et ed] SK3 776 42 83 Contusions, R Calf & Thigh

[ del et ed] RD3 794 71 33 Abrasions, Lac., contusions R Forearm

[ del et ed] CS2 428 92 84 Abrasions, Cont, R Lat Thorax

[ del et ed] CTl 539 00 34 Abrasions Lcts, Bil & Gutea

[ del et ed] CT2 796 85 28 Abrasions L. Thigh

[ del et ed] CT3 775 06 25 Low Back Strain, Lac Fingers

[ del et ed] CT3 795 25 54 Mult. Contusions |gs, bi

[ del et ed] Cr2 774 27 59 Punct. WIi. R Knee, Burns R Leg

[ del et ed] CTSN 777 19 71 Thaumatic Hemarthorsis R Knee

[ del et ed] CT2 914 81 10 Lac Finger, Puncture L. Calf, Thigh, Arm

[ del et ed] CTl 535 78 10 F.B. Thigh, Contusions R Arm

[ del et ed] CrT2 599 79 51 Puncture R Thigh, Contusions Buttocks

[ del et ed] CT3 918 25 70 Lac R Hand

[ del et ed] CTSN 797 04 78 Lac. L. Leg

[ del et ed] Cr2 776 28 26 Lac. R Shoulder, L. Calf

[ del et ed] Cr2 778 80 00 Lac. R Parietal, L. Calf

Counsel for the Court: | have no further questions of this

witness. Do any nmenbers of the court have questions of this

Wi t ness?

President: Approximtely how many patients during this
period did you have, Doctor?

At nearest nunber, 200.
200? How nmany nan are on the ship, Doctor?
I think approxi mtely 300.

Then we had two thirds casualties, one way or another?

> O » O »

Yes sir.
Captai n ATKINSON: Are you a surgeon?
A Yes, | am

President: Fromthis very harrow ng experience that you
went through, do you have any thoughts or ideas that the
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Navy m ght find useful ?
A. Yes sir, | have.
Q \What are they?

A First, when we were on the nmess decks, as | said, we had
pl aced our equipnent into a single pile, and in sonmewhat a
di sorgani zed fashi on.

[ 83]

When we woul d start a single intravenous transfusion on a
person, what we woul d need was a bottle of intravenous
solution, a supply of gauze to hang the bottle from one of
the light fixtures overhead, a second set of tubing for this
bottle, a needle through the man's shirt, sone al cohol
sponges to clean the area. This is a bottle containing a
sweeter, a sterile dextrose, or sale and water which is
adm ni stered intravenously. And, | think, many of these
things are di sposable, when they find thenselves with the
wrappers for themin their hands and no where to put them
One also finds with needles in hand there are sone of the
metal things that have been the seals that have been taken
off the bottles. What | thought m ght be useful would be a
vest sort of garnent they could put on with | arge pockets in
front with a supply of gauze, tape, needles, alcoho
sponges, norphine syrettes, and a pocket in the back into
whi ch waste mi ght be placed to enable one to nore
efficiently go through a | arge area and take care of nore
than one person on one trip. A second thing nmight be, as
put it out before, when we give an injection of norphine,
about three hours later if the man was conpl ai ni ng of pain
again, we would not know - we'd know if he had been given
mor phi ne, but we wouldn't know if he had been given it ten
m nutes before, and that his pain was still pain that he had
because the norphine had not had a chance to be absorbed in
his blood stream or that it had been given three hours
before and that his pain mght just be a recurrent sort of
thing, or that he had been given none and that his pain

m ght be an early synptom of shock and at tine the norphine
m ght take away his body's protective nechanism \Wat |

t hought m ght be useful there would be a strip of copper
with a oxidizing agent to it that could be taken off and
pasted on the patient, that the m xture of copper and

catal yst mi ght be such that the copper woul d oxidi ze and
thus change color fromred to green in a specific amunt of
time, and that by then | ooking at the patient you would be
able to tell; first, had he had norphine; second, how

[ 84]

|l ong ago had he had it. A red strip wuld tell you give him
no nore, but a green strip would be the green light to tel
you to go ahead and give himsonme. And that sonething of
the sane sort of an oxidizing copper strip mght be
avai |l abl e for use with intravenous solutions. As we did
when a patient received intravenous solution, we just |eft
the bottle hanging over himso that at a gl ance you could
tell that the person had received one liter, three liters.

If the person had received sugar, solution, salt, plasma, or
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bl ood. But, again we'd probably do well to have the period
in which they had been adm nistered those.

President: Did you have enough medi cal supplies?

A. Yes sir, we did. Another thing | forgot to nention was

al so during the night we broke into our supply of penicillin
and the first class corpsnan showed one of the seaman how to
dilute this with sterile water and this man pre- pared a
supply of diluted penicillin, and again we started all the
men on antibiotics, so that by the tinme the other doctors
fromthe Davis, and the Surgeons fromthe carrier cane
aboard, we could tell themthat all the norphine had been
taken care of. Everyone who was in shock had been taken
care of. Al the people had been started on antibiotics as
a preventative nmeasure for addiction.

Counsel for the Court: Wat was the prinmary cause or death?

A. Primary cause of death on sone man was penetrating
wounds of chest and lungs which nade it inpossible for them
to breathe. Wuld to the heart, contracting injury with
damage to brain. On The Executive Oficer, | don't really
know because of the way he died. Blanchard, the man on whom
we operated, had massive injuries to his liver and to his

ri ght kidney, and he just died of blood | oss and shock.

Q Did you see many burns?

A.  We had a noderate nunber of burn injuries. None of
whi ch were naj or burns.

[ 85]
Q \Was there any substance simlar to napal mcausation?

A.  Some persons nmay have been. | never inquired of anyone
because again we had burns of hands, a few flash burns of
face. But | didn't treated anyone that | would think of as
havi ng a napal m burn

President: W have no further questions, Doctor. W have
not hi ng but the highest admration for the success which you

enjoyed. It's my understandi ng that none of those you
treated and evacuated has subsequently died. |s that
correct?

A. That is true, sir.

President: This speaks volunes for your professiona
conpetence and the efficacy of your prelimnary casualty
treatment. Let ne ask you one question here that just
occurred to ne. Wat did you do and who did you use to do
it to get the dead out of the way so that they woul dn't
clutter up your sick bay?

A, \Well, anytime we needed one volunteer we'd get ten
That, if anything had to be done, people to be put on the
stretchers, there were hands everywhere. Wen we asked for
two pints of blood for trans- fusion, we had people on the
adj oi ning tables who were saying, "if you need some, | have
this type.”
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Presi dent: These were peopl e already wounded?
A.  These were peopl e al ready wounded.

Q What would you say about the norale subtribution on the
ship during that trying period of the action and person of
the Conmanding O ficer?

A.  The Commanding O ficer at that tine was |like a rock upon
which the rest of the men supported thensel ves. To know
that he was on the bridge grievously wounded, yet having the
con and the hel mand through the night calling every change
of course, was the thing that told the men, "we're going to
live." Wwen | went to the bridge and | saw this, | should
say that | knew that | could only insult this nman by
suggesting that he be taken below for treatnent of his
wounds. | didn't even suggest it.

Q Although it was needed, nedically?
[ 86]
A Yes sir.

President: Well, Doctor, | amvery proud to be wearing the
same uni formthat you are. Thank you very nmuch for your
most i nformative, profes- sionally conpetent illum nating,
and very valuable statement. |'mvery grateful to you

Doctor: Thank you sir.
The witness was duly warned and wi t hdraw.

Chi ef Communi cati ons Techni cian Harold J. Thonpson, U. S.
Navy, took the stand as a w tness, was duly sworn, advised
of his rights under Article 31, Uniform Code of Mlitary
Justice and exani ned as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by counsel for the court:
Q Please state your full name and rate.

Harol d Jessi e Thonpson, Chief Commruni cations Techni ci an,
U S. Navy, USS LIBERTY AGIR-5

Q Do you know this Court of Inquiry has been convened to
ascertain facts incident to the attack on USS LI BERTY?

A. Yes sir.

Q Wuld you please tell this Court the event you recall of
this attack?

A. W had just secured fromgeneral quarters drill and

had gone on main deck with petty officer HAROLD to discuss
training and sonme of the attitudes toward training, when |
heard a rocket cone past and hit. At this tinme, | wasn't
sure it was a rocket. | thought it was a shore battery, and
I was either knocked down or | ducked quick. Then | got up
and started running across the deck to repair two | ocker
which is inside the forecastle. | was knocked down again,
but nmade it inside to start breaking out the damage contro
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equi pnent, getting stretcher bearers on deck, and taking
stock of the situation. The attack appeared to | ast,
woul d say about 20 minutes to half an hour. Tine is
difficult torecall. Then | was alone and word was passed
over sound powered phones to DC Central to standby for a
torpedo attach. This was passed two or

[87]

three times, and | believe it was on the first tine it was
passed that we got hit. It seened to take quite awhile for
the torpedo to hit. The explosion wasn't too | oud where we
were. The deck lifted about a foot |I'd day, and then we
settled right way to a starboard list to about ten degrees.
Al though at the time it seened a little greater. Then we
were strafed at about the same tinme. | couldn't say whether
it was before or after by the patrol boats. At first |
thought it was the amunition box over the repair |ocker
where the anmunition had gotten hot and was expl odi ng, then
we determined that it was a strafing attack. The sound woul d
coupled with ny sighting of the torpedo boats |ater would

i ndicate 50 caliber and 40 nm There were several holes in
the forecastle and the area around the repair |ocker.

Nobody was hit inside. Later on the bridge asked for

signal nen from various places on the ship. Nobody seaned to
be available so | said | couldn't read flags but | could
read light. They said they didn't need ne at this tinme and
that they wanted me to stay in the repair |ocker. Wrd was
passed again to standby for torpedo attack starboard side
and again the word went out for signalnmen. Once again

told them!| could not read flags, but if | could be of

service. | was asked to report to the bridge, which | did.
VWhen | got up there, signalman David was attenpting to rig a
hand light. | assisted him W went to the starboard w ng

of the bridge and one torpedo boat was making a run straight
at us off the starboard beamwhile the other two stood off.
At the Captain's directions, David sent "US Naval Ship" ''US
Naval Ship." Wen they were about 500 yards off, the
torpedo boat turned astern and came up on the stern on the
starboard side and flashed, "do you need hel p?'

Q Was this before the torpedo hit?

A. This was after the torpedo hit us, and we were surprised
by the attack. The Captain was giving us word. He said,

"no, thank you." W sent this back to the boat, and our
steering was somewhat erratic and they came up on the port
side then. David went across, | followed him and saw on

the last part of that nmessage, David said, "Do you want us
to

[ 88]

standby?" | passed this word to the Captain. He said, "no,
thank you." We sent this to the patrol boat. They canme up
al ong port side, | say roughly 100 yards off, flashed "good
| uck" and dropped astern along with the other two whi ch had
come up to the stern, to amle or a mle and a hal f back
just about out of sight. Then they nade one hi gh speed run
directly astern and sonewhere between a quarter and a hal f
mle back made a U-turn and di sappeared. That was the | ast
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we saw of them Shortly afterwards, and Israeli helicopter
canme, hovered off the bridge and tried to hand signal us,
and dropped a note on the forecastle which was brought to
the bridge. It was a card fromthe Naval Attach,, U. S

Naval Attach, in Tel Aviv, asking if we had casualties and
could he cone aboard. The Captain signaled to him "Yes, we
did have casualties, and no, he did not want himto cone
onboard.” One tine | forgot to nention is after the torpedo
attack, before | went to the bridge, there was a pass nmde
by an Israeli helicopter. One of the nen in the repair

| ocker stepped outside the forecastle and said it was a
helicopter with a blue star on a white shield, | believe the
colors are, and we determined it to be Israeli by this. |
stayed on the bridge with the Captain and signal man Davi d,
who finally went bel ow for nedical assistance. W then
posted a | ookout and nmi ntai ned a watch throughout the

night. | was on the bridge off and on and on the ness
decks.
Counsel for the Court: | have no further questions of this

wi t ness. Does any nenber have questions of this w tness?
Presi dent: Have you been to damage control school, Chief?
A. Yes sir. | went the last in-port period.

Q How | ong?

A. | went to one week basic, and one week advanced.

Q Have all of the research personnel gone to danmage
control school ?

A. No sir. W sent a nunber, | can't give any figures, but
peopl e who we assigned to repair parties as their GQ
station, we sent themto either fire fighting or danage
control school. W have to have a damage control petty
officer in research, and we have one in each watch section
soneti nes

[ 89]

two, and these people we always send to DC school and the
others when we can, to fill out the ship's quotas for fire
fighting school

Q What was the condition of the Captain during the period
you were on the bridge?

A. Wien | arrived on the bridge, the Captain was |ying on
the deck by his chair on the port wing of the bridge with

his |l eg propped up and they were applying a tourniquet. It
seened to ne a rather |arge wound. He was perfectly
rational, in command. He asked for the Executive Oficer to

report to the bridge and was told the XO was wounded, and he
said, or indicated that he got the nessage. The Captain
stayed on the bridge all night and propped hinself in his
chair. He'd get up periodically to insure circulation

President: Thank you very nmuch, Chief, | certainly
appreci ate your kindness.
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Chi ef Thonpson: Thank you very much, sir.
The witness was duly warned and wit hdraw.
[ 90]

Carl Francis LAMKIN, CTC, USN, took the stand as a wi tness,
was duly sworn, warned of Article 31, under the Uniform Code
of Mlitary Justice and testified as follows: D RECT

EXAM NATI ON

Questions by counsel for the court: Q State your nane,
rank, organization and place of duty?

A. Carl Francis LAMKIN, CTC, USN

Q You an aware Chief that this Court of Inquiry has been
convened to ascertain the facts concerning the attack on the
USS LI BERTY on 8 June 1967. Wuld you pl ease rel ate what
took place on that day?

A. Yes, sir, | was secured from@Q drill shortly before the
attack and at the time of the attack | was in the disbursing
office, | noticed the initial shock and i mredi ately headed

for my GQ station which is repair three. As | was going to
my GQ station the word was passed that we were being
attacked by aircraft. Upon arriving to ny GQ station |
imediately started dis- pensing the gear, settling the nen
down.

Q Your GQ station is where?

A. Repair Three. After there we got together. W had the
men lay | ow on the deck, you could hear the strafing. At
this time the word was passed that they had a fire in shaft
alley and | took approximtely four men and went down to
shaft alley. The fire in shaft alley was under control in a
matter of minutes. Wen | came back up they were calling
for stretcher bearers and the men were dispensed for that.

At this time they said they had a fire on the bridge in the
mot or whal e boat and they were calling for assistance. |
took repair three al pha plus some other nmen that were there
and headed for the notor whale boat. As | was up an deck,
portside by the U boat | was knocked down by sonme sort of
explosion. | got up and went up and the men were already
fighting the fire in the whale boat. It was pretty well
destroyed at the tine. As | was standing there we were
strafed again and one of the men to my left fell. | don't
remenber his identity, he was picked up and drug inside. |
turned to run forward when | cane across the body of M.
Toth who was pretty well nessed up. | renenber getting kind
of sick at ny stomach for a second or so. At this tine |
remenber they had the fire pretty well under control. |

went back down to ny GQ which is repair three. | don't
remenber any of the time |apse during that time but | do
remenber them announcing to prepare for a torpedo attack
starboard side. | told the men to brace themnmselves, to |ay
down on the deck if at all possible. The torpedo hit, it
seenmed like it was quite a while before the torpedo actually
hit and the time we were told to prepare ourselves. The
torpedo hit, there
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[91]

was an expl osion, inmedi ate snoke and i mMmediate list. Again
we sent parties forward to investigate the resulting damage,
so on and so forth, and any assistance that was needed. At

this tinme | went back up, | was going to radio central
asked the nen there if any kind of nessage had gotten out
and they said it had. | asked themif they had neans of

conmmuni cation there and they said they hadn't a voice
transmtter they could key there in the blind. They weren't

keying it at the tinme. | told themto keep keying it in the
blind as often as possible. They imediately did so. From
this time on | just spent nost of ny tine fromrepair three
and the radio trans- mitter room There was quite a tine
| apses, | don't remenber exactly how long. The thing |I do

remenber is | started out the door and | coul d hear the

nmot or torpedo boats or at | east one of themto our port
side. | looked out, but all | could see was the top of it.
I imrediately came back in and told the nen to hit the deck
There was no firing or anything like this which surprised
me, because at the time | figured they were just coming in
to finish us off. Again, | say | don't renenber the tine

| apse, but | was in there quite awhile when | heard
aircraft. They first announced that an aircraft was com ng
inour area. | told all nen to stay inside and keep | ow.

Q How did your nen react to this?

A.  The nmen reacted fantastic as far as |I'mconcerned in the
repair party. W had men that had never had experience
before. There was one occasion where a man pani cked on e,
he started crying and screaming. | gave hima hit, and he
came out of it. | remenber seeing one boy throw ng up. He
had evi dently seen one of the bodies that they had brought
down. O her than that the response was excellent. There
seenmed to be naturally the fear that you woul d expect, but
no panic.

Counsel for the Court: Very good, are there any questions
from nenbers of the court?

President: What can you tell me with a little nore detail,
chi ef, about this keying the transmitter? Wo was in there
in charge?

A. | can't remenber his nanme sir, our second class
radioman. |I'msorry, | can't think of his nanme. | remenber
the man explicitly, he was in there, there was a coupl e of
radi omen in there, there was also an ET in there, working
with the different transmtters. They told me they had them
trans- mitting and a nessage had gotten out. The ET was
doi ng everything possible checking the various transmtters.
They only had one that was capable of transmtting voice at
that time. | did tell themto keep keying it re- gardless.
Each time he was keying it he noted that he was keying in
the blind.

Q But no receivers?

[92]
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A. Yes sir, no receivers. He did keep trying it
conti nuously.

Q VWhat was he transmitting?
A.  The exact words, | can't renenber but he was
transmtting, | don't renenber the call, he was transnitting

that we were under attack, we had been attacked by aircraft,
we had sustained a torpedo hit, and the Iist | believe of
t he ship.

Counsel for the Court: Did you hear any report of the
possi ble jamm ng of the transmitter?

A Yes, sir | did. | heard this later from Radi oman Chi ef
SMTH. He said that definitely that he had notice that the
jamm ng was so loud that, the jamming was so | oud that he
thought at first that it was our transmtters which were

mal functi oni ng but he noted, regardl ess of frequency, this

| oud janmi ng noise. At that time we weren't aware of what
they were transmitting at radio central. This is one reason
| stressed the fact that the men keep transmtting.

M. Feingerscnh: Do you know Chief what circuit they were
trying to transmt on, which net they were on?

A. No sir | don't, all | knowis that it was voice
transm ssion and | really couldn't say. | did ask themif
they had receiving capability and they said no they were
transmtting in the blind.

President: \What repair party has the responsibility of
buttoning up up there in the research spaces?

A. The research spaces up forward, | believe that is repair
two sir, But at this time there were nen dispensed all over
I had repair three men up there, also repair three al pha,
which is an assist party. They were dis- pensed. W were
also fighting this fire.

President: VWhat outfit was up there after the torpedo hit?
Wul d that have been repair two?

A. W dispersed repair three then, inmmediately, | was
trying to think because right after we sustained the hit, |
believe it was petty officer Neece, which is one of danage
control petty officers. | have two damage control petty
officers, petty officer Neece and Smth, and to ny recoll ec-
tion it was Neece who grabbed the nen and went up there.

President: Thank you very very much, W certainly
appreci ate your ki ndness.

[ 93]
The next witness will be Chief Wayne Snith.

Chief Wayne Smith, United States Navy, took the stand as a
wi tness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under Article
31, Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice and exam ned as
fol |l ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
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Counsel for the Court: State your name, rate, and present
duty station.

A. Wayne L. Smth, RMC, duty station aboard the USS
LI BERTY.

Q Chief Smith, as you know, this Court of Inquiry is

i nvestigating the circunstances of the attack on the USS

LI BERTY on 8 June 1967. WII| you please tell this Court the
facts that you recall on that date?

A, Yes sir. On that date at approximately 1400 | ocal tine,
we had heard a loud blast. | was in radio central at the
time with nmy second class who was on watch at the tine. W
i medi ately set Zulu and cl osed the porthole covers, and as
soon as we had gotten them cl osed, the second bl ast sounded
and the word was passed on the 1MC to pass over hicomthat
we were being attacked, to any station. | imediately

pi cked up the hicomtransmtter which was on U C 32,
auxiliary radio. W started to transmit with it. No
station heard us, and five mnutes or so |later the
transmitter was reported to have blown out. | imrediately
switched to a work two transnmitter in the transmtter room
and we couldn't get out on that either, so, in between

attacks by this time, | had went down to transmitter room
and | found or discovered that somebody had accidentally
knocked the frequency dial one KC off. | corrected this and

ran back to the radi o shack and we got hold of stations
schematics on which we passed the attack message. W did
aut henticate, and he authenticated correctly because he got
a roger for it, my second class. |Inmediately after that,
after we passed the word on the bridge that the nessage had
got out, we had a power failure. After the power failure, |

di scovered that nmy control lines, rempte |ines were
di sconnected or in some way inoperable, so we passed contro
on the transnmitter direct, but we still naintained a

receiver on hicom Fromthat time on we passed all our
traffic fromthe transmtter roomand at 1227 they took
control

[94]

Counsel for the Court: Did you have occasion to see the
national colors flying?

A. Yes sir. At the tine | ran out of the radio centra
space to the transmitter room

Q \Wat tinme was this?

A. | would say about 1225, this was about two m nutes
either way. And this was Zulu tine because |'mbasing it on
the log here. | had occasion to |ook at it because | was

under the inpression we were being attacked by UAR, and
wanted to see, and by the tinme that report cane down to us

fromthe bridge that they were Israelis, | wanted to check
mysel f personally to see if our flag was flying because
couldn't understand it. For sone reason | saw the flag
flying at that tine. |If this was the original flag or not,

| do not know sir.
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Counsel for the Court: | ask you if you have with you today
in your custody the radio log for the 8th of June 1967 for
the USS LI BERTY?

A. Yes sir, | do. | have the original log from1227Z on,
and | have the smooth | og covering the total time at 11587
At this time, from1158Z to 1227Z, it is a reconstruction

and we did not keep a log in radio central

Counsel for the Court: Request the recorder nmark the
original radio | og exhibit number 23, and the snooth | og
exhi bit nunber 24. | now request that they be admtted into
evi dence and request you read the pertinent tinmes to the
Court.

A. In our log 0430Z was the last entry, on hicomlog. At
1158Z is when we started to call any station, this is ROCK
STAR. W passed a Zulu precedence to this nessage. At
1200Z ROCK STAR was cal l ed by schematic saying "you are
garbled". "Say again". W repeated three tines to them
that we were under attack. At 1204Z we had to switch
transmtters. W called at 1208Z schenatic and repeated
three tines that we were under attack. |Imediately after
12082, still in the same minute, they rogered for the
message. At 1209Z we repeated again we are under attack and
this time we added "we need i mredi ate assistance". At this
time schemati c asked ROCK STAR for authentication, at which
time we gave themthe correct

[ 95]

Aut hentication. At 1214Z they rogered that. About 1217Z we
call ed schematic again saying "be advised that we have been
hit by torpedo, listing about 9 degrees, request inmediate
assi stance". At 1220Z this nmessage was received and rogered
for. At 1224Z three unidentified aircraft approached the
ship. W told this to schematic. At 1227Z they rogered for
that nessage and that's when we had our power failure. W
imediately shifted to the transmtter room

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: Wich hiconf
A E4.4.
Q You're sure chief - the CI NCUSNAVEUR hi com net - E4.4?

A. Yes sir. E4.4 At 1233Z we had placed the energency

destruction bill in effect and | took it upon nyself, not
havi ng any conmuni cations with the bridge, to hold energency
destruction. | only started energency destruction on phase

1 and phase 2, which does not include unclassified natter.
It only included RPS material that | had on hand. Well, we
started to burn, and then the word came down fromthe
bridge, finally, that there was never any order given to do
this, so | had themhalt and replaced all the ashes and the
foreign material in the weighted bags.

Q Did you throw anything over the side?

A. No sir. Nothing was thrown over the side. | have
everything that we had up there. From 1233Z until 1323Z no
signals were sent or received via hicom Al the traffic
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that we wanted to get out was out by the tinme the attack was
over. At 1355 power was restored, passed down fromradio
central that the phone was inoperable and we shifted the
control to transmitter roomconplete. By this | nmean we had
the receiver earlier. W gave themthe receiver too.

Q Didyou note any Janming on the hicomcircuit?

A. Yes sir. W did have janmming in ny estimation. | was
unable to determine this exactly, but every tine it seens
when an attack was nade on us, or a strafing run, it was
preceded by, anywhere from 25 to 30 seconds, carrier on our
hicomcircuit, and | had ascertained to check

[ 96]

this by calling the transmitter roomand they said that they
had not keyed the transmitter. This prevailed during the
attack and quite a bit after the attack, intermttently.

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: Chief, can you tell ne
ordinarily what circuits are you normally up on?

A W're normally up on hicom and we carry 500KCS receive
only for distress and our 243.0 and 121.5 distress. On this
occasi on we had 339.4 set up, which, I'mnot sure what
frequency it is but it's a COVSI XTHFLT frequency.

Q This is in addition to the hiconf

A. This is in addition to the hicom yes. And we did have
277.8 fleet comopn up at the tine.

Q How do you normally handl e your ship-shore traffic
that's cl assified?

A Al traffic went out from down bel ow except those they
couldn't get on regul ar skeds. In which case they would

of f-1ine and we woul d send themout CWand this was no
schedul e, this was just on a case basis.

Q The ship's general communication spaces doesn't have
on-line capability?

A. No sir, they pass all traffic from down bel ow on these
circuits.

Q \What do you nmean by down bel ow?

A. | nmean crypto one and crypto two. They had the
equi pnent .
Q | assune you copy fleet broadcasts in your spaces?

A. No sir, we do not. They copy fleet broadcasts down
bel ow.

Q Do you know when the ship shifted fromKR to JR?
A.  This | have no know edge of at all

Q You said that at the time 1204, | understood you said
that prior to that tine you had transmtted an attack report
to schematic?
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Yes sir.

Did they acknow edge?

A
Q
A. | amnot able to say right now.
Q And you said that you did not authenticate under initial
transm ssi on?

[97]
A No Sir, we did not.
Q Authentication took place at time 12147

A. That's when they rogered for it, yes sir. W
aut henticated at 1209.

Q Were you chal |l enged?
A, Yes sir, we were chall enged by schemati c.
Q And at 1214 they rogered for your authentication?

A. Yes sir. The first rogered transm ssion was at tine
1208 and the first rogered authenticated transm ssion was at
time 1214 on the Cl NCUSNAVEUR hi com net between LI BERTY and
schematic --CTU 60. 2. 9.

Counsel for the Court: As Counsel for the Court | hereby
submit exhibit nunber 25, which is a statenent by Captain R
L. Arthur, Sixth Fleet Mintenance Officer. | now offer it
into evidence and will read it.

"l. Aprelimnary estimate of the tine required to make
permanent shell repairs and repairs to necessary associ ated
interior strength menbers is two to three weeks.

2. Afirmestinate will require a detailed survey, not
expected to commence until 15 June."

[98] THI RD DAY

Let the record show that the Court reconvened at 0820 on 15
June 1967, and the first w tness having al ready been sworn
and duly warned will be Eugene A ken Pl atzek. Commander
woul d you be kind enough to state your nane, rank, and duty
station.

A. Eugene Ai ken Pl atzek, Commander, United States Navy,
433313.

Counsel for the Court: Commander this Court is convened to
| ook into the prior circunstances and aftermath matters
related to the incident involving the USS LI BERTY on 8 June
1967. It is the Court's understanding that you arrived at
the scene in Malta in a technical capacity. |If that is
correct, will you tell the Court the capacity in which you
are currently on board?

A. I'mcurrently on board as the representative of the
Director of the Naval Security G oup, OP94G and | am part
of the Task Force 100, de- signated as 100.4, under Captain
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Carl M Smith.

President: Commander, the first question this norning, we
wi Il handl e separately and introduce this part of your

evi dence into the nmedical por- tion of the report. |n order
to provide a record that is not disjointed, we wll

i ntroduce you a second tine, formally, and place that
testinmony in the material side if this is agreeable with
you?

A. This is agreeable.

Q The first and only question, then, relative to the

medi cal side has to do with your personal continuing
participation in the recovery of those in conpartnents which
were flooded by the torpedo expl osion and the question goes
like this -- You were in the space the whole tine assisting
in the recovery of the remains. This was fromny persona
observation. Fromthose remains recovered by you what in
your judgnment was the possibility of any of those remains
havi ng been alive after the initial torpedo expl osion?

A. There was no possibility of any being alive after the
initial torpedo explosion

[99]

Q An | understand it, Commander, the degree of

di smenbernent and conditions of the renmains are the facts
whi ch cause you to arrive at this conclusion. |Is that
correct?

A. That is correct.
The witness was duly warned and wit hdrew.

Li eutenant Maurice H Bennett, United States Navy was
recalled as a witness, reni nded that he was still under
oat h.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Questions by Counsel for the Court: Q Do you think anyone
coul d have survived after the torpedo struck the
conpart nment ?

A. There is no possibility of any of the people being alive
after the torpedo hit. This conclusion was reached, or is
based on the degree of disnmenbernent and conditions of the
remai Ns upon recovery.

President: Thank you very nuch Lieutenant Bennett.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
Mat eri al Section

Commander PLATZEK was recal led as a witness, ren nded that
he was still under oath and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

President: You, in your technical capacity, are
know edgeabl e on installation and acquisition costs of the
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techni cal equiprment in LIBERTY at the tinme of the attack,
which now will require replacenent, and/or rehabilitation of
remai ni ng equi pnent where possible. Wuld you be kind
enough to address yourself to this area and give the Court
of Inquiry your best estimate at this tinme of howlong it
woul d take to reacquire LIBERTY's technical capability
through the acquisition of long-lead time procurenents, new
purchases, and rehabilitation of old equipnent, in terns of
time and dollar, cost if you please?

A.  The equi pnent aboard the LIBERTY is relief equipnent as
much as it is research equipnent. The length of tine it
woul d take to acquire this equi pnent woul d be approxi mately
one year. The cost of this equipnent, in my opinion, would
be approximately six to eight mllion dollars. This

[ 100]

does not include the installation costs of this equipnent.
This is strictly procurenent dollars.

President: Thank you Commander PLATZEK. Does any ot her
menber of the Court have questions at this tinme to which
Commander PLATZEK mi ght address his particul ar technica
conpet ence?

Counsel for the Court: WII the repairing of this equipnent
be done in the United States?

A. The repairing of this equiprment will have to be done in
the United States. | don't believe anyone el se has the
techni cal capability.

Q Wiat woul d be your estimate of conpletion date of
repairs needed?

A. This | couldn't say until such tine as | found out the
extent of damage by actually taking equi prent and testing,
but | presume with all of the shocks that this equi prent has
taken, that it would have to be conpletely remanufactured or
procured new.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Questions by Counsel for the Court: Captain Russell L.
ARTHUR, took the stand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised
of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ and exani ned as
fol | ows.

Q Captain, would you be kind enough to state your nane,
rank, and duty station, and the reason why your technica
competence finds itself here on this scene at this tine?

A. Captain Russell L. ARTHUR, 415894, ny pernmanent duty
station is Fleet Material Oficer, Service Force,

COVBl XTHFLT, | have been ordered here in connection with the
repairs to LIBERTY and have been designated as Taskl G oup
100. 2.

Counsel for the Court: Captain, based upon your prelininary
estimate of both the topside structural and internal damage
resulting fromthe attack on 8 June, what is your estinmate
interms of time and dollar cost for the conplete
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restoration of LIBERTY into the condition she enjoyed prior
to the attack in question?

A, Admiral, including ripout restoration of all structure,
foundations, cabling, and on the assunption that the
equi prent that is necessary to

[ 101]

install is pierside at the tinme we require it during the
period of the recon- struction program | would estimate
that we could restore everything to the condition existing
prior to the attack in approximately four nonths for a cost
of about two mllion dollars. This includes everything
except the cost of the equipnment, installation, checkout,
testing, and restoration of all of the habitability features
that were existing.

President: Captain, as a professional shipbuilder, would
you be kind enough to explain in sinple ternms for the Court
of Inquiry how Commander PLATZEK s estimate of one year for
| ong-1 ead and procurenment relates to your statenment just
made of four nonths for acconplishment of the repairs. How,
in the shipbuilding business is this tine separation or
apparent disparity acconmodat ed?

A.  Generally, on new construction ships, of course, this is
pl anned so that the equi pnent is dockside in accordance with
the erection schedule. In this case, the ship would be

i mobi |l i zed and unable to carry out its mssion until the
equi prents were actually provided, and the estimate that |
gave was based strictly on the structural and the
reinstallation of existing items before. But the only way
we could accommdate this is to delay the ship which woul d
add to the cost of the repairs.

Q Let nme see if | understand this now, in sinple terns,
your estimate of four nonths presupposes availability before
you start, of everything that is going to be in the ship at
the tinme you finish?

A. Yes sir.

President: Do the other nmenmbers of the Court have any
questions?

Counsel for the Court: Your figure did not include cost of
equi pnent ?

A. No sir, not at all.

Q For record purposes, the cost to repair the damage to
the ship itself would be the figure you stated?

A. Yes sir, approximately two mllion dollars.
Q In, four nonths?
A Yes sir.

Captain ATKINSON: And this includes all equipnent plus hul
repair exclusive of research equipnent, is that correct?
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[ 102]

A Yes sir.

President: Now for the summary which | feel might be
appropriate at this tine, as | understand it, Captain, we
woul d properly add your two million to Cormander PLATZEK' S
six to eight million and come up with a high figure of ten
mllion dollars and one year |oss of the capability of this
shi p?

A. Yes sir, that's correct, Admral
Q That's the way you do this, is that correct?
A Yes sir.

Counsel for the Court: One last question, Captain. At the
| ast nmeeting of the Court, not knowi ng you would be a
witness before this Court, | had a statenent received from
you entered in the record, in which you indicate that it
woul d be two or three weeks time to nmake the necessary shel
repairs in order for this vessel to proceed back to the
United States. What is your estimate of the cost of
tenmporary repairs being nade in this shipyard?

A. About fifty to sixty thousand dollars, and |I have
received no estimates fromthe yard. This is a rough
estimate based upon the know edge of how nmuch general costs
are in this area.

President: So that three week period and sixty thousand
dollars would be additive to your two nillion and six nonth
figure, is that correct?

A Two mllion and four nmonths, yes sir, that is correct.
President: Any further questions?

President: Thank you very nmuch, Captain. Before you

| eave, would you be kind enough to confirm ny understandi ng
that you and Commander PLATZEK are havi ng phot ographs taken,
under your personal supervision, of the internal torpedo
damage and the external hull danmege, significant parts
thereof, for inclusion in the record which we will introduce
upon processing of the filn®

A. Yes sir, that's being arranged now, Admiral

President: Thank you very very nuch, Captain. W certainly
appreciate your tinme. (The witness was duly warned and
wi t hdr ew) .

Let the record show at this point that for conpl eteness,
this Court of

[ 103]

Inquiry does not consider itself conpetent at this tineg,
with witness available, to address itself to such hidden
cost as salaries of personnel, gratuities to those |ost,
| oss of service of personnel injured, hospitaliza- tion
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costs, loss of use of the vessels, and simlar cost which
are incal cul abl e based upon avail abl e i nformation, but which
shoul d and nust be included if there is an effort made to
arrive at a total dollar value loss of this particular
attack against the United States Navy.

[ 104]
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

The witness took the stand, was duly sworn, and advi sed of
his rights under Article 31, Uniform Code of Mlitary
Justice, and exam ned as follows:

Counsel for the Court: Please state your full nane, rate,
and present duty station.

A. Joseph Paul Carpenter, 794 84 55, CT2, USS LI BERTY.

Q You have been called before this Court or Inquiry to
give informati on which you may possess concerning an

i nci dent which occurred on 8 June 1967, nanely the attack on
USS LI BERTY. | now turn over questioning to the Assistant
Counsel for the Court.

Q CARPENTER, | understand that the ship maintains, other
than distress frequencies, that basically comunications
topsi de here consists of the Cl NCUSNAVEUR hi com net,

uncl assified voice hicomnet. |'mcurious, if you can tel
me what broadcast you were copyi ng upon inchop to the Med,
and then whether or not you shifted to any broadcast there,
and what broadcast you shifted to?

A.  Wien we cane into the Mbd, we were copying XR broadcasts
and KR broad- casts, and then, | can't renmenber the exact
day but | think it was approxinmately 4 June, we shifted to
JR broadcasts.

Q It's significant when you shifted to JR, and 1'd like
you to try and be sure, and if you're not sure, then | think
we ny have to try and research a little bit and cone up with
a specific time of shift. Now, after you switched to JR, do
you recall any difficulty in copying the Asmara fl eet

br oadcast s?

A Sir, every time | was on watch, the JR broadcast was up
five by, we had no m ssing nunbers.

Q Now, you say every tine you were on watch, do you
renenber what tine frane we're tal ki ng about commencing with
070001Z June?

AL On 7 June, | had the evening watch, that was from 1600
to 2330 that night and then | had the day watch which
started at 0630 in the norning.

Q Now when you canme on the watch at 071600 | ocal ti e,
were you m ssing any numbers since shift time according to
your records?

[ 105]

A Well, sir, to ny know edge, we had no m ssing nunbers at
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that tine.

Q Could you tell me what your procedures are when you are
m ssi ng nunbers?

A.  Wien we're mssing a nunbers, the first thing we do, we
have a mi ssing nunber sheet, we mark it down on that sheet.
And it stays on there until it cones back again, and then we
will cross it off, we will mark how it cane back, whether we
serviced it or whether it was a rerun but on JR broadcast
they have so many reruns that everything came back. W
never had to service it.

Q Wiat would you estinmate on an average, was the period of
time that you are actually missing a nunber until it was
rerun without a rerun request?

A Is this on a JR broadcast?
Q JR

A. On the JR broadcast we'd usually wait about a day and a
hal f because they rerun so nuch. W found out that on that
broadcast they'd rerun as many as two to three tines each
day.

Q | don't understand what you nmean by a day and a hal f.
Do you wait a day and a half, then if you didn't get a rerun
you woul d request it?

A.  Yes sir, because they would rerun three tines. W
figure if we're going to miss it three tines, we better
service it then.

President: Let nme ask a layman's question here. Does this
mean that the JR and |I'mreally addressing this question to
Conmander FEI NGERSCH, in his technical conmunications
conpetence, does this nean that the | oad of Asmara woul d be
so low as far as units are served that they could afford the
| uxury of rerunning a whole schedule three tinmes, is that
what he's saying?

A. Yes sir, Admiral. Asmara only has a handful of
subscribers and they can run up to a thousand nessages a day
and they're probably running in the nei ghborhood of two or
three reruns.

President: At this point let the record show that the
accommodat i on of communication traffic in LI BERTY was
physically arranged where the torpedo hit has elininated
records to which the present witness and the follow ng

wi tnesses on the matter of communications, mght logically
be expected to

[ 106]

refer to. Therefore, any hesitancy or inability of

communi cati on wi tnesses nmust necessarily be viewed and read
with this fact in mnd. They are dealing entirely from
personal nmenory. That's true?

A Yes sir.
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Q You say that while you were on watch you had no trouble
of copying JR?

A. On the JR broadcasts, we never had very much. Down by
Africa we had trouble.

Q No, | nmean while you were in the Med?

A Wile in the Med, we, just when the actual changeover,
we had a little bit of trouble first getting it in. Just
what |'ve been told, | was not actually on watch.

Q Mre specifically, getting to the 8th of June, let us
say from 0800017, do you recall whether you were m ssing
nunbers on that particular day?

A | recall one tinme when | was down there that WALTON, CT1
was down there, and he nentioned that he had no nmissing
nunbers at that time. | believe that was the day before the

attack. He was the one that was primarily watching the
broadcast at that tine because we were so busy in the other
room We had such a backl og.

President: \Were's WALTON now, son?
A. He's dead now, he was trapped in crypto.

Q Do you recall mssing very many nunbers on the 7th of
June an JARAD?

A. | don't recall, sir. There night have been a few KR
nunbers but no JR nunbers.

Q Cetting away fromthe broadcast for a nmonent now, on
your ship-shore ternination, what type term nations did you
establish, how often, and wi th whon?

A Well, for the past few days we had cone up anytinme we
were able to, and we woul d cone up ship-shore to Greece nost
of ten because they were the best as far as ship-shore
ORESTES were concerned. W had one sked, | believe, in the
| ast two days we were out and it was with NAVSECGRU Morocco,
and we went through Greece, using their transmtters and
their antennaes in passing it fromthere to Mrocco.

Q | understand that you do not nmintain a pernmanent
shi p-shore term nation neither ORESTES nor VFTG Is a
ORESTES circuit, that

[ 107]
you cone up with when you have traffic periodically?
A. Yes sir. And then only real hot traffic.

Q Wthout stating the reason, are there reasons why you,
at certain times, can't come up on ORESTES shi p-shore
circuit due to what the ship may be doi ng?

A. Definitely, sir.
Q Definitely there are reasons why you cannot ?

A.  Yes sir.
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Q During these periods when you cannot come up are they
usual |y extensive periods of time, specifically can you
recall on the 7th and 8th of June having extensive periods
of time, where because of what the ship was doing, you could
not come up and termnate the circuits and request m ssing
broadcast nunbers if you wanted to do so

A. Yes sir, there were sone tines, it wasn't necessarily a
|l ong period of tinme that we couldn't come up, it's just that
we didn't have enough tine in between to get everything set
up and get going before they would tell us to shut down

agai n.

Q What the ship was doi ng?
A Yes sir.

President: As | understand it, young man, these limtations
on ability and inability to cone up on a transmtter
whenever you mght wish to deal in this area of your
technical research. As | recall, Admiral MARTIN nentioned
you did some work on wave propagation, and froma |aynan's
point of view, would it be reasonable to even assune that a
transmtter of high power would affect your wave propagation
research efforts?

A.  Yes sir.

Q Then, to be sure we're perfectly clear on this point, on
m ssing nunbers on the 7th and 8th of June, very possibly
coul d have not been requested because of the transmtter
interfering with the ship's research m ssion?

A. Well sir, we got all the general service out on the 7th.
Every general service nessage that we had that | can
remenber .

[ 108]

Q I'mtalking about broadcast traffic m ssing nunmbers
coming in fromAsmara, particularly on the 8th?

A, You nean we wouldn't be able to service this?

Q You wouldn't have asked for a rerun because the ship was
involved in its research mssion, and you couldn't just come
up on a transmitter because you were mssing, say five
nunber s?

A. No sir, we probably couldn't have

Q Then, you would wait for the second or third rerun,
whi ch coul d take maybe 24 to 36 hours, in lieu of disrupting
what the ship was doi ng?

A Yes sir. [109]
Q Do you recall any mssing nunbers on the 8th, JARAD?
A No sir, | don't.

President: Young nman, is this procedure that you have
described typical of the condition that exists aboard this
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shi p anywhere you m ght be operating?

A Yes sir, it is.

Q In other words, this is not something new?
A No sir.
Q In other words, you have never felt conpelled to service

a nunber i mmedi ately, you have always felt confortable in
waiting for a rerun whether it was com ng from Asmar a,
Anapol i s, Philippines, Guam or wherever, is that correct?

A. The only time we would service immediately is if we had
had an outage of a period of tine, say ten, fifteen, twenty
m nutes, as quite a few nunmbers woul d have been m ssed

Q You nean a receiver outage?

A Yes sir.

Q And you had no such receiver outage?

A No sir.

Q Let nme put that question - it will be the sane question,

son, but put alittle bit differently. You have had no
cause for concern to feel conpelled to take extraordinary
measures such as telling sonebody you had to stop listening
to the noon, for exanple, in order to get a service on
Asmara. |s that correct?

A. No sir, we never did.
Q You never had to do that?

A No sir. W did it once when we had sone flash traffic
to send out, and sonme imediate traffic we'd tell them what
we had to get out, and then they woul d..

Q I'mtalking just about traffic you woul d be receiving.
I"'mnot tal ki ng about outgoing traffic.

A. As far as traffic we were receiving, they never bothered
us at all.

[110]

Q Odinarily, how many KW7's do you have on a broadcast
si mul t aneousl y?

A. W have two KVWB7's and we try to keep both of them on
different signals so if one will drop out we have the other
one as a backup. At that time | don't believe we did
because we couldn't handle nore than two signals and we had
those two in diversity.

Q Odinarily, you have no reason to suspect copying two
fregs on the sanme broadcast simnultaneously. You have no
reason to suspect that you're going to niss a nunber?

A. We had no reason at that tine to suspect that we were
goi ng to because they were so five by.
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Assi stant Counsel for the Court: | have nothing el se

Captai n ATKINSON: One question, on the average since
LI BERTY chopped in the Med, what was your daily traffic
addressed to LI BERTY?

A. Addressed to LIBERTY, | would say around - well, it
would vary fromday to day. 1'd say at the npost we would
get 25 and at the least we would get 7 or 8.

President: Wuld this be a conparably nornal |oad, son?
A.  That would be a normal |oad, yes.

Q For any day, any place?

A. For any day, any place, sir.

President: Does any nenber present have for the record a
feeling toward the nunber of subscribers of Asmara?

Assi stant Counsel for the Courts: Yes sir.
Q Is it in the hundreds?

A. No sir, just COM DEASTFOR basically. No sir, it's KR
they use ordinarily. And a ship like the LIBERTY, very few
Five or six, not even a dozen, sir. Very few, except if we
had a contingency in the Red Sea and we sent additiona
shi ps down.

President: |Is this your first ship in the Navy?
A Yes sir, this is ny first ship.

Q So you have nothing to compare, equipnent-w se, from
personal experiences, the equi pnent on this ship with any
ot her ship?

[111]
A. Well, |I've been in the radi o shack in other ships.

Q \What would be your opinion as to the conparability of
the equi prent that you were using in LIBERTY and the

equi prrent as far an being nodern, up to date, and the

equi prrent in some of the other radi o shacks you' ve been in?

A. | guess | could best describe that by what | heard a
wor kman say when he came down there. He said "you have the
best equi pnent |1've ever seen in any radi o shack anywhere."

President: Thank you very rmuch.

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: | have one nore question
that may be pertinent, Admiral. Do you recall ever getting
much off-line encrypted top secret traffic on JARAD or KR
aboard LI BERTY?

A. As long as | have been on here, we have never received
anything off- line. Top secret off-line, never on JR
broadcast. W never even received anything off-1line.

Q How I ong have you been aboard the ship, son?
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A. This was ny third cruise

President: Put on your thinking cap, son. Try to renenber
back, what you had till midnight on the 7th?

A. M watch on the 7th was the evening watch from 1600
| ocal to 2330.

Q On the 7th?
A. On the 7th, yes sir.

Q And did we establish that when you cane on watch, you
did or did not have any known m ssing Asmara nunbers?

Q Froma technical point of view again, we're using
Conmander FEI NGERSCH as a technical expert. Wuld that
JARAD nunber have been transmitted by 1600 on the 7th?

A. Yes sir. Probably for the second tine.
Q Probably for the second tinme?
A Yes.

President: And the witness indicates that to the best of
his is know edge, that there were no m ssing nunbers. What
concei vabl e expl anati on, and again we're theorizing and the
Court is asking a technical witness in the

[112]

person of Commander FEI NGERSCH, what coul d be an expl anati on
for this apparent non-delivery?

A. To be perfectly honest, Adnmiral, there is none. A
nmessage receives a signed broadcast nunber, and then each
subsequent nessage gets a consecutive nunber. Asmara has
their | ogs where here, of course, they've been destroyed.
Asmara has checked their 1ogs and has said this nunber, and
it's a repeat though garbled, was transmtted at such an
such a time. | think we have to assune that Asmara, since
he does have his logs, that this nmessage was in fact sent at
this tinme and the ship in fact did mss it.

President: | do not accept that. Just because |I'm hard
headed. | will accept it if we can find two other users of
Asmara who can prove to this Court that they received that
nunber prior to this young man com ng on watch at 1600 on
the 7th. And that alone will satisfy nme that that nessage
went on the JARAD as advertised. And the reason for ny
doubt is because we already know t hat Asmara has nade
critical errors before.

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: W can, if you so desire,
sir, verify this.

President: Make that so, by phone, this norning to
Cl NCUSNAVEUR

Captain ATKINSON: One final question - did you have any
m ssing nunbers when you were relieved?
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A. As far as | can renmenber, there was no change in status
on relief.

President: Now, froma |layman's point of view and in
anticipation of there being other laymen vis a vis

communi cations, reading this record, what way does a
subscri ber have of knowi ng that there is a nessage for him
that he has m ssed?

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: He does not know the

m ssed nunber is specifically addressed to him sir. He
only knows that he has m ssed a nessage and he is required
to maintain a continuous file of nunbers. So, he nust
sonmeway, sonehow, get that m ssed nunber and then he can
determ ne whether or not if it is for his info or action
By the nunber itself, there is no way. He nust see the
nessage.

President: Let the record show at this time that the | ack,
as the result of destruction of LIBERTY records and files,
conbi ned with LIBERTY comuni - cations procedures, which

wi || be expanded upon by subsequent testinony by

[113]

Li eutenant GOLDEN, the ship's communications officer, that
if LIBERTY m ssed a JARAD nunber, and for exanple, had
outgoing traffic to send, of both a technical nature
relating to her mission and operational nature, all of this
type of traffic had been and woul d have been in the

hypot heti cal case being di scussed, packaged together and
sent to a single addressee for action, nanmely Naval Security
Group Morocco. It is the Court's under- standing that the
burden woul d then be on the Naval Security G oup Mrocco to
sort out the traffic received fromLIBERTY, transnitted
during one of the periods she could afford to transmt
without interference with her technical mssion, and then
the recipient, Naval Security G oup Mdrocco, in the case of
m ssed JARAD nunbers, woul d have inforned radi o Asmara via
NAVCOVSTA Morocco of LIBERTY's requirenments. This is going
to be possibly germane to this Court's inquiry to determ ne
whet her or not such was done, and the tine delay experienced
in Morocco which station is understood to have been
saturated during this period of Mddl e East Tension, despite
the fact that radio Asmara, by virtue of few subscribers,
woul d have had a relatively | ow operationally | oad.

The witness was duly warned and wit hdraw.

Li eutenant Maurice H Bennett, Jr., United States Navy, took
the stand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his
rights under article 31, Uniform Code of MIlitary Justice
and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court:
Q State your nane, rank, and present duty station.

A. Maurice H Bennett, Jr., Lieutenant, USN, 628125,
present duty station USS LI BERTY.
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Q Lieutenant Bennett, as you are well aware, this Court of
I nquiry has been convened to ascertain the circunstances
attendant with the attack on USS LI BERTY on 8 June 1967.

The Assistant Counsel for this Court will now ask you a few
questions pertinent to the attack and to the duty station
that you had.

[114]

Q Do you recall whether any JARAD nunbers were ni ssing on
the 7th and 8th. Was it reported to you that any nunbers
were m ssed?

A. To the best of ny know edge, no numbers were m ssing.
was not the communications officer at the tinme of the
incident, therefore, | have no reason to have direct
know edge of any m ssing nunbers.

President: Wio was the comruni cati ons of ficer, Lieutenant
Bennett ?

A. Lieutenant Janes C. Pierce, who is now deceased. He was
killed in the attack

Q Was the m ssion of the ship such on the 7th and 8th that
it would have disrupted the mssion of the ship if you had

A. Excessive transmssions would. [If | mght add, however
the very nature of the situation dictated that we did cone
up in conmmunications nore frequently than nornmal in order to
pass pertinent high precedence traffic originated by the
shi p.

Q Wio did you pass this traffic to on the 7th and 8th?

AL On the 7th and 8th of June, due to the inability to
contact NAVCOMSTA MORROCO, the majority, if not all, of the
hi gh precedence traffic was off- line encrypted and passed
to NAVCOWMSTA Greece for further delivery.

Q During these periods of transm ssion, if you were in
fact aware of the m ssing nunber, would you have serviced it
at that tine?

A. In nost instances, no, because it was an individua
message which dictated that this nessage go out, and again
going back to the mission of the ship, to preclude undue
interference with the mssion, we only cane up | ong enough
to get the one or two high precedence nessages out and then
the transmtters were shut down.

Q Wy did you shift the JARAD on the 7th of June?

A. | don't know the exact reason. It was ny understandi ng
that this is hearsay, and where | heard it from| don't
recall. But, in communication instructions from whom I

don't know, that there is a designated geographical (?)
poi nt that you shift broadcast.

[ 115]
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Q This is 100%true. It is in JANAP 195. I was just
curious if you were directed to shift to JARAD for any

particul ar reason, or if you shifted just as a matter of
nor mal comuni cati ons procedure?

A. To the best of ny know edge we shifted in accordance
with the known conmunications procedure. And, again to the
best of my know edge, and in accordance with past known
practices, M. Pierce who was the conmunications officer,
notification of the shift is usually sent out, | would
presunme within 24 to 48 hours in advance.

President: 1'd like to ask a stupid question. | just don't
under stand why, when you're in the Eastern Mediterranean,
you listen to radio Asmara which, even to ny unpracticed
eye, is closest, and yet when you want(?) to(?) talk to
sonmebody, you go to Morocco, and everybody |'ve heard
comrent indicates that they have had difficulty copying
Morocco. Now, is Asnmara incapable of |istening?

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: No sir, Asmara to not

i ncapabl e of listening, but in the case of this particular
ship, and the type of research traffic they are passing, the
traffic is destined, or initially destined, to go to
NAVSECGRUDET Morocco. It would serve no purpose to the ship
to send it to Asmara because Asmara first of all would have
to be off-line encrypted because Asmara woul d not be
permitted to read it, and Asnmara would have to relay it to
SECGRU Morocco, it would have to be decrypted, and woul d
just introduce many many delays. It would serve no
advantage in the case of this particular ship to send it to
anyone but NAVSECGRU Mbrocco.

President: Now, would you expand on that a little bit nore
and tell ne how Navy Radio Marathon(?) fits into this
picture, which is still even closer than Mdrrocco but not as
cl ose as Asmara.

A. In the case of this ship they had difficulty, |
understand, in establishing their on-line secure circuit
wi t h NAVSECGRU Morocco. Consequently, they ternminated a
circuit with Greece and they transitists(?) to take this
circuit and pass it on to NAVSECGRUDET(?) Mrocco (?) So the
signal is going through Greece(?) encrypted(?)

el ectronically(?)

[116]
a boost, so to speak, at Geece, but it still winds up in
Morocco. If it's general service traffic that G eece

personnel can read, they would have terninated the circuit,
whi ch they did on high precedence general service type
traffic.

President: But, not always?
A.  But, not always.

Q In other words, this package transm ssion that we tal ked
about would go to Mrocco off-line encrypted?
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A If it went to SECGRUDE(?)T it would have went on-line
all the way, sir, because the proper people are handling it
at the other end. ??? a mixed package as recall ed.

President: Does the Court have any further questions of
Li eut enant Bennett?

No Response
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

Conmruni cati ons Technici an Second O ass Thorp L. Long,
United States Navy, took the stand as a witness was duly

war ned, advised of his rights under article 31, Uniform Code
of Mlitary Justice and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court:
Q State your name, rate, and present duty station

A. My name is Thorp L. Long, CT2, present duty station is
USS LI BERTY.

Q Long, you've been called before this Court of Inquiry
because of the circunmstances attendant with the attack on
USS LI BERTY on 8 June 1967. The Court is very interested to
ascertain certain information fromyou which you m ght
posses. Wuld you now answer questions that the Assistant
Counsel for the Court will put before you

A.  Yes sir.

Q Didyou stand watch as far as the broadcast is concerned
on the evening of 7th and 8th of June?

[117]
A. Yes, | did sir. On the norning of the 8th | had the md
watch. | got off work at about 7 o'clock in the norning.

Q Do you recall any difficulty in copying the JARAT
broadcast from Asmara during that period of tine.

A No sir. It was fairly clear. There were a couple tines
that we had sonme probl ens because sonme equi prent went down
and we had to get out nmaterial man to repair it, but on the
whole it was a good signal and we were able to copy it.

Q \Wen you say equiprent, did you drop out of sync?

A. No, it was the printer. The page print was being
gar bl ed because of some mal functions within the gear

Q Were you getting the tape?
A Yes sir.

Q And the tape was five by?
A

Yes sir.
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Q Wen you relieved the watch, do you recall any report or
any indication that any nunbers on the JARAD broadcast had
been ni ssed?

A. There were sone that had been m ssed. I''m al npst
positive.

Q Do you have a feel for the volune. Was it a matter of a
few, or was it a matter of a whole block indicating maybe
you dropped out of sync for an hour?

A It appeared to nme, as | renmenber, it may have been four
or five, or maybe six nessages that had been m ssed through
sone nal functi on.

Q Now, this is on the norning of the 8th, do you recal
whet her these nessages were basically mssing over a period
of 12, 24, 48 hours, | know it's hard but generally
speaki ng, do you have any feel for that?

A. No sir. The ones that | renenber, there was a bl ank
space on the nessage nunber |og that we kept.

Q As best your nenory serves, while you had the watch and
you had sonme trouble, can you recall at the tinme you were
relieved of the watch, whether or not any nunbers were

m ssed during your tinme of watchstanding,

[118]

from 080001 to 7 or 8 o' clock in the norning?

A. | don't believe we did, sir, because when we canme on

wat ch, we thought that we would very possible be very busy,
and we switched - we were using the reprinter fromone pl ace
and the page print from another place, so that we could use
the good page print for running off copies that had to be
distributed. W did this right at the beginning of the

wat ch. W had some mal function with the page printer, but
we checked the tape to see how many of the messages that we
did not have page prints on were to us.

Q Under normal procedures, when you cone on watch or

you' ve just been relieved, do you nore or |ess depend on
your | og of consecutive nunbers - take a glance at that to
see if there were any nissing nunbers, or is it usually
passed word of nouth, or just how do you know when you cone
on watch whet her or not you're mssing nunbers on any
particul ar gear regardl ess or what broadcast you're copying?

A. |If the nessage had been missed that day, there would be
bl ank spaces on the nessage nunber log. |If it had been
prior to that day, there was anot her page where nunbers of
all nissing nmessages were noted, and when we got out a
nmessage or received a repeat on it, if we did not need it
then it was | ogged out that we didn't need it; if we did
need it, then it was copied down.

President: Then, on this sheet which was sort of a backl og
sheet for tinme prior to the watch, were there any numbers on
that backl og sheet for a couple, three days before?
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A. Yes sir, there were. Wien we first picked up the JR
broadcast, we were having bad copy with themit would keep
goi ng out and we mi ssed several nunbers.

Q Wien you say, it would keep going out, we're not
communi cators, what's goi ng out?

A. The signal was fading. The transni ssion was weak. W
were just having trouble fromthe weak signhals we were
receiving. And we just don't know if there were sone nissed
because of that. It would be good for awhile and then it
woul d fade out. It would beconme too weak for awhile. It
woul d go good and it would go bad. It just kept doing that.

[119]

Q Now here's a real hard one - during the period of 6, 7,
and 8 June; or | should say 7 and 8 June, could you give us
any feel for what per- centage of reliability JARAD was
having, was it 50%reliable, was it 98%reliable, what would
be your feeling?

A. It seenmed to nme that it was 85 to 90 per cent reliable.
It was very good. | had the day watch on the 7th and
didn't | ose the signal once. | copied it all day and didn't

have troubl e.

Q On the 8th when you had the watch, did you establish a
ship-shore termnation to pass traffic to the beach an
ORESTES. Do you know i f one was established when you had
t he wat ch?

AL Onthe 7th, they tried to, but there were sone probl ens
that came up and they never did get established as far as
know.

President: | just haven't got a feeling for what | heard.
Now you said that you copied solid on the 7th when you had a
day watch. You had a readabl e signal throughout.

A.  Yes sir.

Q Now, does that nean that you had no m ssed numbers on
your watch?

A. | cannot renenber any, sir. To the best of ny
know edge, there were none.

Q There were no nissed nunbers on the day watch. That
woul d have covered what period of time, on the 7th?

A. The day watch started -- we relieve about 6:30 to 6:45
local in the morning and we relieve for lunch at

approxi mately between 11 and 11:15. We ate and came ri ght
back. | don't know exactly what time that was but we ate
and cane right back to work. W were relieved again
approximately 4:30 in the afternoon

Q So, from®6:30 you can testify to the best of your
know edge you had no m ssed nunbers on JARAD?

A.  Yes sir.
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Q And when you cane on watch in the norning, there were
sonme m ssed nunbers, is that correct?

[ 120]
A | seemto renenber sone.

Q How many on that m ssed nunber sheet could you recal
checking off on the reruns that occurred during your watch?

A.  None, sir, because the JR broadcast was sending reruns
froma period before we started the copying. They had not
reached the m ssing nunbers that we had.

President: | see. Well this is interesting then. The
rerun repeats that we hear Asmara has been able to do two or
three tines in a 24-hour period does not necessarily
constitute 100% reruns?

A. No sir. The nunbers we were receiving on the rerun were
nunbers fromearlier in that nonth.

Q Earlier in the Mnth?
A. Before we had started copying the other broadcast.

Q Now, a technical question, a procedure question for
Conmander Fei ngersch (asst. counsel), How does a
transm tting station decide what they're going to rerun
Are they requests from users?

A. That's one source. They'll be requested from various
peopl e then during certain periods of the day when they fee
that their propagation is at the least bit of efficiency,
they will take the nunbers that were run during that period
of day wi thout any requests and rerun those if capacity of
work units permts. |If they run 500 nunbers and they have a
capacity of 900, there's no reason why they shouldn't take
400 of those 500 and rerun than anyway. The transmitters
there, traffic's off the air. But it's requests, and it's to
their professional know edge of propagation and | ocation of
shi ps, how many mnutes do we run, what nunbers do we run.

Q One last question, son. Wen you were relieved of the
wat ch, and turned over to your relief these sheets of paper
showi ng m ssed nunbers, | want to ask you again, had you
added to that list in your handwiting, during your period
of time on watch?

[ 121]

A. | don't believe that | had, sir. |If | did, I mght have
added some nunbers while we were having trouble with the
page print and then |I remenber | went back and | checked the
reproof tape and read on to see if it was for us and checked
them of .

Q So, you didn't add any new ones. You don't renenber
whet her you checked off any ol d ones?

A. | knowthat | did not check off any old ones.

Q You did not check off any old ones, and as | understood
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you that was because what they were rerunning was stuff
bef ore you even picked up the broadcast?

A.  Yes sir.

Q Wen you assuned the watch on the 8th, you said there
were sone nunbers mssing before they shifted to the JARAD
broadcast. KR nunbers you said. Do you recall after
shifting to the Asmara broadcast of anyone taking any action
to get the, regardl ess of the nunber, m ssing KR nunbers?

A. No sir, | don't. | was not on watch when they changed
broadcast. They changed broadcast they were copying while
was in between strings of watches. | was out on a break

when they changed, so | do not know if they took any action
of if they did, what action they took

The wi tness was duly warned and wit hdrew.

Chief Warrant Officer Jack EE WCKHAM U.S. Navy, took the
stand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights
under Article 31, UCMI and testified an follows: DI RECT
EXAM NATI ON

Questions by Counsel for the Court:
Q Please state your name, rank, and present duty station.

A.  Chief Warrant Oficer Jack E. Wckham 537928/7742, | am
the assistant sal vage and diving officer for Commander
Servi ce Squadron Eight, Norfolk, Virginia.

Q You are well aware this Court of Inquiry has been
convened to ascertain

[122]

certain information attendant with the attack upon USS

LI BERTY on 8 June 1967. You have been called as a wtness,
to answer certain questions you nay be able to answer. At
this tinme, the President, Admiral Kidd would |ike to ask you
a few questions.

Q M. Wckham your reputation is known to nme in the

sal vage business, and if | recall correctly you have been

i nvol ved in sal vage operations, the recovery of the renains,
and lengthy details incident to marine salvage for sone 20
years. |s that correct?

A. That is correct, sir.

Q The question that | amgoing to ask you will be included
in the nedical portion of this report, and it goes |ike
this. In your profes- sional experience and based thereon
what woul d be your opinion, fromyour duties yesterday
incident to the recovery of the remains fromthe torpedoed
conpartment of the USS LIBERTY, as to the possibility or
probability of any of those remains having been alive after
t he expl osi on?

A. In ny experience with explosion of this type aboard
naval vessels, | have no doubt of any kind that any person
coul d have survived the initial explosion down there. |
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think death was instantaneous for every person in the
i medi ate area

Q Now, to extend just a bit. Some of the people down
there got out. There is the ever present possibility in the
m nds of next of kin, that in our deternmination to button up
the ship quickly, that we mght inadvertently trap nmen

bel ow. Now, would you commrent on this aspect of this
situation. As | understand it, fromwhat you said, those
who got out, got out because they were able to get out, and
the rest were dead on the expl osion?

A. Yes sir, that is ny opinion

Q And from previous discussions with you, | understand
that this opinion derived fromthe degree of di smenbernent
and |ike facts which caused this conviction?

[ 123]

A. Yes sir. Every body that | observed down there, there
is no doubt in ny mnd that that person was dead at the tine
or the expl osion.

President: Thank you very very nuch, M. Wckham The witness
was duly warned and wi t hdrew.

Conmander W/l liamL. MGonagle, was recalled as a wtness,
rem nded that he was still under oath and testified as
f ol | ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court. Q Captain, did you
bring with you today the gyro conpass record for USS
LI BERTY?
A Yes sir, | did.
Q Isthisit?
A Yes sir, it is.

I request the recorder to mark this as exhibit nunber 26 and
offer it into evidence as exhi bit nunmber 26

Q WII you please read pertinent extracts fromthat.

A.  The ship's gyro was |ast inspected by the USS VULCAN
qualified gyro inspection and repair personnel on 30 March
1967.

Q Is that 30 March 1967 a tinmely inspection?

A. Yes sir, it is. The ship's gyro in required to be

i nspect ed whenever possible by tender or yard personne
specifically trained in this responsibility once each
quarter. | would like to indicate that the | og shows that
the error at the tine of this inspection was .10 westerly.

Counsel for the Court: | have no further questions. Does
any nenber of the Court desire to question the w tness?
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President: Captain, in our previous discussions, you told ne
a story which I have since cone to identify as remarkabl e
hum lity and self effacenment on your part which | presune
has caused you not to nention in testinony the way you

navi gated this ship out of dangerous waters after the
attack. WII you please tell the Court how, while lying on
your back, with no conpass except the mamgnetic conpass, and
based upon your recollection of

[ 124]

your magnetic conpass error in relation to the gyro conpass
book, you used the sun and subsequently the North Star to
clear the area

A. Adniral, after a tinme on the bridge, when | had received
mnor injuries, | lost considerable blood and attenpts to
stemthe flow of blood by self-help were unsuccessful,

noti ced nmysel f beginning to | ose consci ousness. |

i medi ately |aid down on the deck flat on ny back on the
port wing and raised the bleeding | eg as high as possibl e,
resting it on ny port bridge chair, and there a first class
conmmuni cations technician by the name of Carpenter and other
persons who | don't recall at this tinme, applied a
tourniquet to ny right leg which effectively stopped the
flow of blood. I, at no tine, |ost consciousness and had ny
full faculties at all tines. | realized by that time | had
| ost considerabl e anobunts of bl ood because it was sl oshing
in my shoes and ny right |eg was conpletely soaked with

bl ood. They cut the right pant leg off to get it out of the
area of the wounds. | |ooked at ny wounds at that tine and
they still did not appear to ne to be serious and since the
fl ow of bl ood had been stopped | gave no further
consideration to - | didn't consider | had any nore probl em
in that area. | asked themto bring nme coffee, fluids, a
couple of salt tablets, and so forth. | conned the ship by
| ooking aft and by being able to see the wake of the ship |
was able to tell after steering which way to apply the
rudder and how long to leave it on to attenpt to average out
the best course that | felt the ship should travel on to
stand cl ear of possible shoal areas. | remmined on ny back
for approxinmately an hour and a half. | then felt that |
had regai ned sufficient strength that | was able to get up
fromthe deck and con the ship fromthe wing of the ship and
fromthe pilot house. | couldn't get my leg in a
confortable position so | noved fromone place to the other

I couldn't stay in any one place for too |ong a period of
time. It seened to nme that nmy remmining on the bridge, this
woul d be able to | essen the shook that the rest of the crew
had received.

Counsel for the Court: Captain, predicated on your testinony
at the last hearing in which you testified, the Court
propounded certain questions for you to answer. WII you

pl ease now give the Court the answers to those questions?

[ 125]
A Yes Sir, | will. The questions concern the foll ow ngs:
Q The basic directives for your operations in the Eastern

Medi t erranean appears to be those contained in JCS nessage
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011545Z whi ch indicated you woul d operate south of 320 N
during the period 9-30 June. Did you receive any directive
to comence these operations before 9 June?

A. Directives received both before and subsequent to JCS
0115457 indi cated the urgency of initiating operations in
the Eastern Mediterranean as soon as possible. For exanple:
COVBERVRON 8 message 2400207 directed LIBERTY to depart
Abi dj an i mredi ately and proceed at best speed to Rota for

| ogi stics and subsequent enploynent in the Eastern

Medi terranean. My 2417327 indicated ETA Port Said area
about 061400Z June. This estimate allowed five hours at
Rota to fuel, reprovision, and again get underway. Heavy
seas and & boiler casualty delayed LIBERTY'S arrival Rota.
Repairs to an antenna system were under- taken at Rota and
the ship was directed to remain at Rota until repairs were
completed. On the basis of tel ephone authorization LIBERTY
departed Rota at 0212307 for the Eastern Mediterranean and
reported that best speed would be utilized enroute (LIBERTY
0221082) .

LI BERTY 021330Z indicated that the ship would arrive at
32- 00N 3300E at about 080300Z and commence operations within
50 mles from 32- 00N 33-30E

LI BERTY SI TREP 0709087 i ndicates that PIM woul d be
stationary at 072300Z and operations would be within 30
mles of 31o 45N 33-30E

Cl NCUSNAVEUR 061357Z, which refers to both LIBERTY 0213307
(MOVREP) and 0221087 (SI TREP on departure Rota), directed

that COVBI XTHFLT operate LIBERTY to derive maxi num benefit
from special capabilities.

LI BERTY chopped to COVSI XTHFLT by nessage at 070001Z.

No messages were received which would indicate that the
expressed intentions of LIBERTY was at variance with the
inplied desires of all higher comrands concerned to
effectively enploy the unique capabilities of LIBERTY at the
earliest possible time. Daily SITREPS/ PIMreports were

[ 126]

submitted LI BERTY nessages: 032020Z June, 042050Z June,
051934Z June, 061844Z June, 070908Z June, 080634Z June
pertain.

Inspite of the fact that outgoing transnissions were
undesirabl e for research purposes in view of the operationa
i mportance of these nessages to the ship's
techni cal / operati onal conmanders | directed that the SI TREPS
that these nessages be sent Irregardl ess of their
undesirable effects on the effectiveness of the research

m ssion, especially in view of the increased precedence for
transm ssion directed and prior length of time to obtain TOD
for further routing of the SI TREPS subnmitted 3, 4 and 5
June.

JCS 062050Z June Priority (TOR 08/ 0555Z Jun) contains
procedure to be utilized in devel opi ng and pronul gati ng
LI BERTY schedul e and changes whil e operating in USCI NCEUR s

http://www.ussliberty.org/nci.txt (96 of 130) [5/3/2003 8:04:33 PM]



http://www.ussliberty.org/nci.txt

area of responsibility. Note that LIBERTY is not included
in the framework of devel oping the schedul e or changes and a
specific note was included in paragraph 3 of that nessage to
the effect that "... on all nessages pertaining to skeds for
(sic or) sked changes USS LIBERTY is not an addee on these
msgs." Since LIBERTY was not privy to background of
schedul e of changes there was no reason to believe that the
reported actions and intentions of LIBERTY were not
acceptabl e to operational/techni cal conmanders nor was there
any way to know that they were considering revisions to that
schedule until a nessage is received which directs the ship
to change its area of operation

President: During your testinmony yesterday, in relation to
the 1 oss of your quarternmaster, the |oss of your

navi gati onal capabilities, and related circunstances maki ng
it difficult to reconstruct navigationally and

chronol ogically exactly what occurred, you were asked to
develop in conjunction with your ships officers and through
the assistance of any other assets avail able, such as your
engi neer's bell book, the CIC log, recollections of ships
personnel the best available story, chronol ogical in words
and pictorial on charts and whyfors what happened. Have you
done this?

[127]
A.  Yes sir, we have.

President: Wuld you be kind enough to submt into evidence
at this tine, those docunents?

Counsel for the Court: | ask you if you have the

chronol ogical listing of events relative to USS LIBERTY on 8
June.

A. Yes sir, | do.

Q Wuld you provide it, please?
A Here it is.

Counsel for the Court: Request this be marked exhibit nunber
27 and request that it be introduced into evidence. WII
you pl ease now read exhi bit nunber 27 to the Court?

A.  Exhibit nunber 27 I's COVDESRON TWELVE Secret Message
150016Z JUN 67 to Cl NCUSNAVEUR

FOR ADM RAL MCCAI N FROM KI DD.  DELI VER AT [ del et ed]
[del eted], YOUR 141740Z NOT RCVD AS OF 1423557; HOWNEVER
REQUESTED 8 JUNE CHROMOLOGY FOLLOWS

A.  APPROACHI NG LAND FROM THE WEST DURI NG THE EARLY MORNI NG
HOURS OF 8 JUNE, PROJECTED OPERATI ONS CF LI BERTY FOR THE
MORNI NG AND AFTERNOON OF THE DAY WAS TO PROCEED TO A PO NT
13 NAUTI CAL M LES FROM THE COAST OF UAR AT 31-27.2N 34-00E
(PO NT ALPHA) THENCE TO 31-22. 3N 33-42E (PO NT BRAVO) THENCE
TO 31-31N 33-00E, (PO NT CHARLI E) RETRACI NG THI S TRACK UNTI L
NEW CRDERS RECEI VED, SH P WOULD OPERATE NORTH CF THI S TRACK
LI NE AT ALL TIMES, |IF FI XES COULD NOT BE ACCURATELY OBTAI NED
AS PO NT CHARLI E WAS APPROACHED I T WAS | NTENDED TO HEAD DUE
NORTH UNTI L THE 100 FATHOM CURVE WAS CROSSED AND THE TRACK
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MOVED TO THE NORTH TO MORE OR LESS MOVE BACK AND FORTH ON
THE GENERAL AVERAGE OF THE 100 FATHOM CURVE. NORMAL

STEAM NG SPEED WAS TO BE FI VE KNOTS. NORMAL STEAM NG COLORS
VERE FLOAN AND NORVAL NAVI GATI ONAL LI GHTS LI GHTED AT NI GHT.
THERE WAS NO | NTENTI ON TO STEAM AT DARKEN SHI P AT ANY TI ME

[ 128]

AND THE SHI P DI D NOT EVEN EXERCI SE AT DARKEN SHI P DRI LL
DURI NG THE DEPLOYMENT

2. ALL TIMES BRAVO UNLESS OTHERW SE | NDI CATED 0754 STEAM NG
ON 130T, SPD 10 KNOTS

0849 PASSSED THROUGH PO NT ALPHA CHANGED CSE TO 253T

0850 SINGLE JET A/ C (UNI DENTI FI ED) CROSSED ASTERN DI STANCE 3
- 5 MLES - C RCLED SH P FROM STBD TO PORT AND RETURN
TO UAR MAI NLAND. LOCATI NG TWO TRANSM TTED (LI BERTY
080742Z JUN).

0905 DECREASED SPD TO 5 KNOTS
1056 ANOTHER A/ C Cl RCLED SHI P- HI GH

1126 ANOTHER A/ C ClI RCLED SHI P LOCATI NG THREE DRAFTED FOR
TRANSM SSI ON AT 0810227 ( BUT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN
TRANSM TTED)

1132 PASSED THROUGH PO NT BRAVO C/ C TO 283T
1310 EXERCI SED AT G Q DRILL
1348 SECURED FROM G. Q DRI LL.

1351 3 SMALL SURFACE CONTACTS HELD ON RADAR 32, 000 YARDS
BEARI NG 082T - REJUHED TO BRI DGE AS 3 SURFACE CONTACT

1353 RADAR REPCRTS PGCSSI BLE A/ C PASSI NG OVER SURFACE
CONTACTS.

1358 SI NGLE A/ C Sl GHTED APPROACHI NG SHI P FROM 135 DEG
RELATIVE 5 - 6 MLES DI STANCE, ALTI TUDE APPROXI MATELY
7000 FT. A/ C PASSED DOMN TRACK OF SHI P

1403 LQUD EXPLCSI ON - PORT SI DE AM DSHI PS

1405 SOUNDED GENERAL ALARM - LARGE FIRE IN VICINITY OF FRAME
85, 01 LEVEL WHERE FUEL FOR MOTOR DRI VEN FI RE PUMPS
ARE LOCATED.

1405 ALL AHEAD FLANK S| GNALLED BY ENG NE ORDER TELEGRAPH.

1405 - 1410 SH P UNDER REPEATED Al R ATTACK WTH TWO OR MCRE
A/ C MAKI NG COORDI NATED STAFI NG, ROCKET, AND | NCENDI ARY
RUNS OVER SHI P. THREE MAJCR FI RES TOPSI DE COVERI NG
LARGE AREAS OF SHI P WTH FLAMES AND HEAVY SMOKE A
TOTAL OF EI GHT MEN WERE KILLED OR DI ED AS A RESULT OF
I NJURI ES RECEI VED DURI NG THE AIR A

[ 129]
ATTACK, ONE KI LLED AND ONE MORTALLY WOUNDED ON BRI DGE, TWO
KI LLED AT MACH NE GUN 51, ONE KI LLED AT MACH NE GUN 52, ONE
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DI ED FROM WOUNDS RECEI VED ON THE MAI N DECK STARBOARD SI DE
AND TWO DI ED OF WOUNDS RECEI VED ON THE 01 LEVEL PCRT Sl DE.
APPROXI MATELY SEVENTY FI VE WOUNDED, | NCLUDI NG COMVANDI NG
OFFI CER, THROUGHOUT TOPSI DE AREA FROM SHRAPNEL AND SHOCK OF
EXPLODI NG ROCKETS.

141 BEGAN MAKI NG TURNS FOR 18 KNOTS.

1424 3 MIB'S Sl GHTED ABAFT STARBOARD 1BEAM DI STANCE 4 -5
M LES

1426 NOTI CED NORVAL STEAM NG ENSI GN SHOT AVWAY DURI NG Al R
ATTACK HOLI DAY SI ZE ENSI GN HO STED ON PORT YARDARM

1428 MIB SI GNALLI NG BY FLASHI NG LI GHT FROM STBD QUARTER.
LI GHT OBSCURED BY DENSE SMOKE FROM BURNI NG MOTOR WHALEBOAT.

1430 ONE ROUND FI RED BY MACHI NE GUN 51. C. O ORDERED HOLD
FI RE.

1431 MACHI NE GUN 53 OPENED FIRE. C. O SENT ENS LUCAS AROUND
PORT SI DE OF BRIDGE TO GET MACHI NE GUN 53 TO CEASE FI RI NG

1431 WORD PASSED TO STANDBY FOR TORPEDO ATTACK TO STARBOARD.
MIB COMVENCED STRAFI NG STARBOARD SI DE OF SHI P

1434 TORPEDO PASSED 75 YARDS ASTERN OF SHI P.

1435 TORPEDO HI T STARBOARD SI DE AM DSHI PS.  TWENTY SI X MEN
D ED AS A RESULT OF THE TORPEDO HI T AND MIB STRAFI NG FI RE.

1435 LOST ELECTRI CAL PONER THROUGHOUT THE SHI P.

1436 LOST STEAM PRESSURE - SECURED ENG NES AND BO LERS -
MANY GUAGES AND METERS I'N FI REROOM AND ENG NE ROOM VERE
KNOCKED QUT. TORPEDO HI T I N RESEARCH COCRDI NATI ON CENTER
WHERE APPROXI MATELY TWENTY MEN WERE AT G Q STATIONS. THESE
SPACES FLOODED | NSTANTLY AND MOST PERSONNEL I N THI S SPACE

DI ED OF El THER BLAST OR DROMNI NG  NO SIGNS OF LI FE

EM NATI NG FROM COCRDI NATI ON CENTER AND ADJACENT SPACES VWH CH
COULD NOT BE OPENED W THOUT

[ 130]
DANGER OF FLOODI NG OTHER SPACES.

1440 MIB' S STANDI NG AWAY FROM THE SHI P. ONE MIB HAS HULL
NUMBER 206-17

1503 ONE MIB RETURNED TO SHI P AND S| GNALLED " DO YOU NEED
HELP" I N ENGLI SH C. O SI GNALLED " NEGATI VE"

1505 MIB' S RETI RED TOMRD SHORE

1507 HELI COPTER BEARI NG STAR OF DAVI D MARKI NGS APPROACHED
SH P. PORT SI DE, HOVERI NG AT ABOUT 500 YDS DI STANCE.

1508 SECOND HELI COPTER APPROACHED SHI P. MARKI NGS ON

HELI COPTERS ARE 04 AND 08 OR D4 AND D8 HELI COPTER MADE
REPEATED PASSES AROUND AND OVER SHI P. THEY WERE NOT OBSERVED
TO PI CK UP ANY BODI ES, PERSONS CR DEBRI S.

1519 POWER RESTORED TO BRI DGE BUT RUDDER DI D NOT ANSVER -
CONTI NUED STEERI NG FROM AFTER STEERI NG
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1536 MIB'S APPROACHI NG SHI P STARBOARD SI DE 7-8 M LES
DI STANT. DURI NG NEXT HOUR AND A QUARTER THE MIB'S RETURNED
TO THE SHI P HOVES AND BY 1713 THEY HAD RETI RED OUT

OF SI GHAT OVER THE HORI ZON.

1615 TWO UNI DENTI FI ED JET A/ C APPROACHED SHI P FROM THE STEB
SI DE AND RECONNO TERED FROM A DI STANCE.

1620 ATTEMPTI NG TO CLEAR AREA STEERI NG NORTHERLY COURSE AT
SPEEDS VARYI NG FROM 0 To 8 KNOTS. PERSONNEL CASUALTI ES VERE
TREATED | N THE WARDROOM ON A CONTI NUI NG BASI S, DAMAGE
CONTROL AND FI RE FI GHTI NG CONTROLLED FLOCDI NG AND DAMAGE,
ENG NEERI NG CASUALTI ES WERE RESTORED BUT STEERI NG WAS BY
HAND FROM AFTER STEERI NG

1845 | SRAELI HELI COPTER APPROACHED SHI P - Cl RCLED CLGSE
ABOARD AND ATTEMPTED TO SI GNAL - THEY APPEARED TO DESI RE TO
LOAER SOVEONE TO THE DECK - C. O. CONSI DERED RECEI VI NG H M ON
FORECASTLE BUT RULED THI S OUT AS TO HAZZARDCUS, REPEATED
ATTEMPTS TO

[131]

COVMUNI CATE VERE UNSUCCESSFUL. AND AT 1852 COPTER DROPPED A
MESSAGE PACKET ON FORECASTLE, THE MESSAGE, WRI TTEN ON A
CALLI NG CARD OF THE U.S. NAVAL ATTACHE TEL AVIV, ASKED "HAVE
YOU CASUALTIES'" SHI P TRI ED BY SEVERAL MEANS TO | NDI CATE,

DURI NG NEXT TEN M NUTES THAT THERE WERE MANT CASUALTI ES BUT
THERE WAS NO | NDI CATI ON THAT THE MESSAGE WAS UNDERSTCOD, THE
MUTI LATED BODI ES OF THREE DEAD CREW MEMBERS HAD NOT YET BEEN
REMOVED FROM THE FORECASTLE AND MJUST HAVE BEEN OBSERVED FROM
THE HELI COPTER. THE HELI COPTER DEPARTED THE SHI P SHORTLY
BEFORE SUNSET ( ABOUT 1905) SHI P CONTI NUED STEAM NG THROUGH
NI GHT TO RDVU W TH ESCORTS DI SPATCHED BY COMSI XFLT 3.

FOREGO NG CONSTI TUTES DETAI LED RECONSTRUCTI ON FROM Qv
NOTEBOOK, CI C LOG BELL BOOK AND BEST RECCOLLECTI ON COF

CO CH EF ENGR/ GUN OFF/ BRI DGE PERSONNEL. ALL CONCUR GP-3 BT

[132]

Counsel for the Court: Captain, do you have with you today
your readiness file and your gunnery procedures?

A. Yes sir, | have.

Counsel for the Court: This will be exhibit nunber 28, the
nodi fied condition of readi ness three. Exhibit nunber 29
will be the guide for gunnery officers, | request that they
be admtted in evidence.

Counsel for the Court: Captain, do you have with you today
anot her chart which was requested by the Court of your
projected track in relationship to the prescribed areas of
operati on.

A. Yes sir, | have, and the information requested by the
Court has been placed thereon

Counsel for the Court: | request this chart be marked by the
reporter as exhibit nunber 30 and be admitted in evidence at
this time. | also request that the reporter mark the

followi ng three exhibits, 31, 32, 33, exhibit 31 and 32 are
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maneuvering boards, exhibit 33 is bullet and projectile mark
phot ographs. | request that these exhibits be entered into
evi dence as exhibits 31, 32 and 33.

Counsel for the Court: Captain, do you have with you
information as to the nunber of bullet marks on USS LI BERTY
as a result of the attack on 8 June 19677

A. Yes sir, | have had a topside inspection of the ship nmade
and have recorded the nunber of projectile hits in various
areas of the ship.

President: What was the total nunber of hits you took,
Capt ai n?

A. We took a total of 821 plus one torpedo hit.

Counsel for the Court: That does not include shrapnel
mar ks?

A. No sir, that does not include shrapnel marks which are
i nnuner abl e.

Counsel for the Court: Does the Court desire to question
this witness further?

Captai n ATKI NSON: One question, on your open fire doctrine,
what is your open fire doctrine?

A. The open fire doctrine is that, except in a nelee, al
fire will be controlled by the Cormandi ng O ficer through
his normal gunnery control organization. At surprise air
and surface attacks, the gunnery personnel

[ 133]

on the nmounts are authorized to open fire if they are unable
to comuni cate with gun control or the bridge

Presidents: Let the record show at this point that the
grizzly business of recovery of remains fromthe torpedoed
conmpartments yesterday and | ast night resulted in starting
out | ooking for 22 unrecovered bodies. W actually
recovered 18 of whom we are reasonably confident that we
identified accurately 15. \Whol esal e di smenbernent resulting
in many remains virtually being blown to bits nade the
recovery particularly difficult and identification even nore
conplicated. It cannot be conclusively determ ned that the
four mssing of the 22 being sought are not in pieces in the
spaces thenselves. On the other hand, it is possible that
we did lose four floating free after the attack or we may
have | ost those four imMmediately at the time of the attack
dropping through the hole in the bottom The degree of

di smenbernent was so extrene as to be typified by the fact
that the | ast few cases we packed in the snmall hours this
nmor ni ng contai ned for exanple, a head, and an armin one and
simlar partial bodies.

The Court recessed for lunch at 1200 hours on 15 June 1967
[ 134]

After recessing at 1200 hours on 15 June, the Court net
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Counsel for the Court: Al persons who were present when
the court recessed are again present in court. The
Captain, USS LIBERTY is still on the stand and under oath.
Conmander, do you have anything el se you' d like to present?

Conmander McGonagle: | gave the list of recommendations to
the yeoman and | hadn't conpleted witing out the |ast one,
but the last one in substance that | woul d reconrend t hat
ships that are engaged in special operations of this type
or others of which I'mnot aware but that may be of
critical inportance that they be advised of the decisions
of higher authority which are under consideration and coul d
be of value to the ship in being able to respond to the
desires of higher command in nore tinely fashion

Counsel for the Court: Do any of the nenbers have
questions of this wtness?

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: Yes, | have a question,
Captain, if I may. In general, could you tell ne what the
normal everyday procedures are, as relates to determ nation
of when to come up on a transmtter for the purpose of

est abli shing a ship-shore circuit.

A. Usual ly, the nunber of nessages - of course, we have no
way of knowi ng what the contents of a missing nessage nunber

is. | check with the communicators, it is nmy usual practice
to go to the research spaces every norning. At about 0815
there, | receive a sort of infornmal briefing on the research
operations, | review the special traffic. The genera

service board is usually brought to ne before I go down to
the research spaces. And, the decision as to whether to
come up on a transmtter or not would depend on the urgency
of the message that | wanted ny superior to be aware of.
Generally, | try to deal with routine nessages to the
maxi mum ext ent possi ble. There are nmany itens which cannot
be handled at this level of course. Wth our defcon
operation there were tines where there would be only a few
hours di fference when it was worki ng between conming up on a
normal transmtter and reducing our research effectiveness,
or waiting a matter of a couple of hours until we got noon
time to relay via the nmoon. In this case | might say wait
and send this one by the TRSSCOM i f possible. There were a
couple of tinmes after mnimze was inposed in the area where
| felt that | could send a

[ 135]

message not neeting mninmze criteria by the TRSSCOM system
because it would not involve any of the Mediterranean. ships
that were a transmitter receive station. | was discussing
the matter of that | had authorized rel ease of a routine
message which would not normally qualify for transm ssion
under minimze conditions. | specifically put on the bottom
of this nmessage "transnit via TRSSCOM equi pnent only" and it
was for a spare part for the TRSSCOM system and we knew t hat
this would go fromthe ship direct to Washington via the
moon in fact the relay station.
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Assi stant Counsel for the Court: | was wondering, Captain,
in your routine scanning the traffic, was it a nornmal
function for the Conmofficer or what have you sone
personnel to informyou or to keep you cogni zant about
nunbers of mi ssing nessages from broadcast files?

A.  Not as an everyday occurrence. | did check to see what
t he backl og of outgoi ng nessages were, sonetines two or
three tines a day. As usual there would be many times when
we woul d have a backl og of several nessages without

speci fying the nunber. They would usually let me know in
the morning al so what the backl og of nessages for the night
was. This leads me to believe that if we were able to get
out we usually had no problenms with incomng traffic.

Assi stant Counsel for the Court: Wuld there have been any

reason, Captain, on the days of 6,7, and 8 June for it to be
unwise to transmit on a ship- shore circuit termnating with
a NAVCOMVSTA?

A. I'mnot sure what you nmean by unwi se.

Q You are steam ng al ong doi ng your job, at 1500 on June
7th, let us say, would it have hurt things if all of a
sudden you canme up with a 500 watt transmtter on the line?

A. | can't answer that question specifically because |'m
not an expert in that area, although ny research officer
requested that we hold the nunber of transm ssions to an
absol ute m ni mum because we did know t hat whenever we
transmtted our research capability was reduced, and | did
this for the nost part and the primary exception was the
messages which | directed to be sent, PIMreports
specifically, that | new ny operational and technica
commanders were vitally concerned with receiving in a short
period of tine. | directed

[ 136]
the transmtters cone up and transnmt those nessages
regardl ess of the consequences upon the research function.
Q The commofficer is deceased, | understand?
A. Yes, he is.

Q Was he an Ensign?

A. No sir, he was a Lieutenant. A very capabl e individual
He had been in his particular specialty for a considerable
period of tine, the exact nunber of years |I'mnot sure, but
he had been associated with temfor ten or fifteen years
anyhow. The |ast seven or eight as an officer, and he had
been on the ship approximately 11 nmonths at the time.

Q He was nore of specialist than an operational type of
officer, is that right?

A.  Yes, he was and LDO and quite conpetent in his duties,
and very thorough and conscienti ous.
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Q President: Captain MGonagle, before you is a nessage
(Defense Attach, Tel Aviv 091520) provided by the Court of

I nquiry, purporting points advanced by the |srael

Government as justification for their unprovoked attack on
USS LI BERTY on 8 June. Wbuld you be kind enough to address
yourself to those points.

A. Yes sir, LIBERTY never approached the nearest |and cl oser
than 14 NM The ship was in international waters at al
times prior to, during and after the unprovoked attack. To
my know edge there was no decl ared war zone recogni zed or
sanctioned by the United States Governnent. | had heard on
VOA various statements broadcast by M. Rusk and M.
CGoldberg in the UNto the effect that the U.S. attitude of
the U S. Governnment was neutral in the conflict between
Israel and UAR and did not intend to take a position for or
agai nst either side. The VOA broadcast and BBC i ndi cat ed
that Israel indicated a willingness to abide by the cease
fire that the UN had asked for to be effective about 072000
| ocal time. The above considerations coupled with the right
of innocent passage recognized in international |aw refutes
this allegation categorically.

[137]
As Counsel for the Court, | have in ny possession a file
cont ai ni ng nessages fromthe official records of Comrander
in Chief, US. Naval Forces, Europe. | received these

messages fromthe conmunications officer, ClINCUSNAVEUR, and
they are available for the use of the Court relative to this
case. Do any of the Court nenbers desire to exam ne this
file at this tinme?

Captain ATKINSON: This file contains all pertinent nmessages
concerning USS LI BERTY operations from24 May to 11 June, in
this correct?

Counsel for the Court: Yes.

The President of the Court adjourned the Court at 1445

hours, 15 June 1967, and will neet at his call in London,
Engl and.
[ 138]
FOURTH DAY

Counsel for the Court: This Court of Inquiry is in session
again after having adjourned on 15 June 1967 on board USS
LIBERTY in Malta. Today the date is 16 June, the tinme is
1345, the place is London, England Headquarters Comrander in
Chief, U S. Naval Forces Europe.

Captain Leonard Robert RAISH was recalled as a w tness,
rem nded that he was still under oath and testified an
fol | ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
Questions by Counsel for the Court:

Q Captain RAISH will you now advise the court of
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i nformati on that you have to present in anplification of
your prior testinony.

A. At the beginning of the court of inquiry | was directed
by Admral KIDD to prepare sets of questions to obtain
detailed information on the attack of the LIBERTY. 1| did
prepare sets of questions for NAVCOWSTA PHI LI PPl NES,
NAVCOMMSTA GREECE, NAVCOVBTA MOROCCO, Arny Conmuni cati on
Facility Asmara, and NAVCOVSTA ASMARA and | produce now t he
messages that answered the questions.

Counsel for the Court: These nessages that | have received
fromCaptain RAISH will be marked by the reporter as

exhi bits nunmbers 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, |
now offer theminto evidence, and hand them back to you
Captain RAISHto read to the court.

FROM ClI NCUSNAVEUR TO NAVCOMVBTA PHI LLI PPI NES CONFI DENTI AL
141631Z JUN 67 SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COVMUNI CATIONS (C) 1.
FOLLOW NG QUESTI ONS FORWARDED ON BEHALF OF COURT OF | NQUI RY
NOW I N SESSI ON:

A. DD YOU RECElI VE JCS 072230Z JUN AND JCS 080110Z JUN FCR
RELAY? |F ANSWER TO 1 | S YES:

B. FROM VWHOM AND AT WHAT TIME DI D YOU RECElI VE THEM? TO
VWHOM DI D YOU RELAY THEM AND AT VWHAT TI ME?

2. SUBM T REPLY ASAP BY PRI ORI TY MESSAGE. GP-4
FROM NAVCOVSTA PHI LLI PPI NES TO Cl NCUSNAVEUR CONFI DENTI AL
150346Z JUN 67
A YOUR 141632Z JUN 67
[ 139]
B. JCS 072230Z JUN 67
C. JCS 080110Z JUN 67
D. NAVCOMBTA PHI L 130041Z JUN 67

1. REF B OR 133E/ 08 FROM NAVRELSTA KUNI A TOD 1700Z/08 TO
DCS RELSTA DAG S

2. REF C TOR 0400Z/ 08 FROM NAVRELSTA KUNI A TCD 04497/ 08 TO
NAVCOMVSTA GUAM

3. REF D TRACER ACTI ON BY NAVCOVSTA PHI L PERTAI NI NG TO REF
C.

FROM ClI NCUSNAVEUR TO NAVCOMSTA GREECE CONFI DENTI AL 1416297
JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COVMUNI CATI ONS (©)

1. FOLLOW NG QUESTI ONS FORWARDED ON BEHALF OF COURT OF
I NQUI RY NOW | N SESSI ON:

A, FROM VHOM DI D YOU RECEI VE COVSI XTHFLT 080917Z JUN 677
AT WHAT TI ME?
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B. WHO WAS NAVCOMMSTA CGREECE TO PROTECT FOR I N REGARD TO
THI S MESSAGE AS ASSI GNED BY THE ROUTI NG | NDI CATORS?

C. WHAT ACTIONS DI D YOUR PERSONNEL TAKE W TH REGARD TO
COVBI XTHFLT 080917277

D HOWLONG DD IT TAKE FOR YOUR PERSONNEL TO RECOGNI ZE
THAT COMSI XTHFLT 080917Z JUN HAD BEEN M SROUTED TO NAVCOMVSTA
GREECE AND START ACTI ON TO RECTI FY?

E. COULD YOUR PERSONNEL, ONCE THE M SROUTE WAS RECOGN ZED,
HAVE RECOUPED SOVE OF THE LOST TI ME BY RERCUTI NG DI RECTO TO
NAVCOMVSTA ASMARA? |F SO, WHY DIDN T THEY?

F. HOW DCES THE MESSAGE TRAFFI C HANDLED BY NAVCOVSTA GREECE
FOR THE WEEK 3-9 JUN 67 | NCLUSI VE COMPARE W TH THE PREVI QUS
VEEK (1.E., 29 MAY - 2 JUN I NCLUSI VE) AS REGARDS VOLUME AND
PRECEDENCES USED? HOW DOES | T COVWARE TO A REPRESENTATI VE
WEEKS, SAY IN FEB 677?

G WHAT IS THE PERSONNEL ALLOMNCE OF NAVCOMSTA GREECE?
HOW MANY DO YOU HAVE ON BQOARD?

H  VWHAT I N CENERAL | S THE LEADERSHH P AND EXPERI ENCE LEVEL
OF PERSONNEL ENGAGED | N MESSAGE HANDLI NG OPERATI ONS?

I.  SUMVARI ZE | N NARRATI VE STYLE COVMMUNI CATI ONS PROVI DED AND
ACTI ONS OF NAVCOVSTA GREECE | NCI DENT TO AND FOLLOW NG THE
ATTACK ON USS LI BERTY.

2. SUBM T REPLI ES ASAP BY PRI ORI TY MESSAGE. GP-4
[ 140]

FROM NAVCOMSTA GREECE TO Cl NCUSNAVEUR CONFI DENTI AL 1507317
JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COVMUNI CATI ONS
A, YOUR 141629Z JUN 67

1. | AWREF A FOLLOW NG | NFO FORWARDED.  SUB- PARAGRAPHS
KEYED TO REFERENCE.

A. COVS| XFLT 080917Z RECElI VED FROM MAJRELSTA ASMARA ( AEZ) AT
081238Z.

B. NAVCOVSTA GREECE WAS | NADVERTANT RELAY PO NT.  NORMAL
DELI VERY PATH FROM ORI G NATOR TO ADDEE WOULD HAVE BY- PASSED
THI STA.  ONCE RECEI VED, HOAEVER, NAVCOWMSTA GREECE HAD TO
PROTECT FOR RUQPNA NAVCOVBTA ASMVARA.

THI'S WAS THE ONLY ADDEE I N THE ROUTI NG LI NE WHEN RECEI VED
THI STA.

C. HANDLED AS ANY OBCE MSG ALONG W TH OTHERS OF EQUAL AND
H GHER PRECEDENCE. DCS RELAY HANDLED 251 FLASH MSGS ON 08
JUN RADAY. OBOE TRAFFI C COUNT SUBSTANTI ALLY HI GHER,

ESTI MATE 1500. EXACT COUNT WOULD REQUI RE SEVERAL DAYS
EFFORT. TOTAL TRAFFI C HANDLED IN THI'S TORN TAPE RELAY ON 08
JUNE WAS 5718 MSGS.

D. NO PERSONNEL RECOGNI TI ON OR SPECI AL ACTI ON REQUI RED ON
THE PARTI - CULAR M5G AS I T CARRI ED A VALI D ROUTI NG MULTI PLE
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ADDRESS PROCESSI NG UNI T ( MAPU) AUTOVATI CALLY RE- ROUTED MSG
BACK TO MAJRELSTA ASMARA (AEZ) SEND PCSITIONS. MAPU IS A
MEMORY CORE DEVI CE PROGRAMVED W TH PRE- DETERM NED ROUTI NG

I NDI CATORS. ALL RUQP TRAFFI C, REGARDLESS OF RECEI VE ORI G N,
WLL BE DI RECTED TO THE AEZ SEND PCSI TI ONS BY THI S DEVI CE.

E. DUE TO EXTREMELY HEAVY TRAFFIC CONDITIONS, IT IS
DOUBTFUL THAT THE M SSENT (NOT M SROUTED) MSG WAS EVER

CONS| DERED FOR RE- ROUTE ACTI ON. THI STA HANDLES MANY OBCE
MBGS TO NAVCOMVBTA ASMARA W THOUT REQUI REMENT TO PASS VI A

DI RECT Cl RCUI TRY. DI RECT Cl RCUI TRY CARRI ES A DI FFERENT
ROUTI NG THAN DCS COMVON USER Cl RCUI TRY AND DELI VERY MEANS |S
DETERM NED BY THE ORI G NATOR, NOT THE RELAY STATI ON.

RE- ROUT??? 2?2 ??? DI RECT TO NAVCOVSTA ASMARA WOULD HAVE
ENTAI LED 2?2?22 2?2277 A NEW ????? 2?22?2227 BY HAND, THEN

227272727222227272772722222727272NS| DER NE???2?27?2727272722?2? 272777 OF LOST

TIME BY TH S METHOD.

F. TRAFFI C VOLUMES 29 MAY - 2 JUN WERE APROX THREE- FOURTHS
AS HEAVY AS PERIOD 3 - 9 JUN. PRECEDECES 29 MAY - 2 JUN
MJUCH LONER. VERY LI TTLE FLASH AND OBOE TRAFFI C PASSED.
VOLUMES FEB VERSUS JUNE LESS THAN TWO- THIRDS AS HI GH. NO
H GH PRECEDENCE TRAFFI C OF CONSEQUENCE I N FEB. DI RECT
COVPARI SON FI GURES CAN BE FURNI SHED BUT W LL REQUI RE TI ME
FOR COWPI LATI ON.

[ 141]

G  TOTAL PERSONNEL ALLOAMNCE FOR NAVCOMMSTA GREECE IS 299.
ON BOARD COUNT 1S 292. RM CYN COVMUNI CATI ONS PERSONNEL
ALLOMNCE IS 175. ON BOARD 139. THESE ALLOMNCE FI GURES ARE
FOR BOTH RECEI VER AND TRANSM TTER SI TES. CONTROL/ TRAFFI C
PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN I N A THREE SECTI ON WATCH STATUS FOR THE
PAST 14 MONTHS.

H  LEADERSH P AND EXPERI ENCE LEVEL CONSI DERED MARG NAL BUT
NOTHI NG LACKI NG | N ENERGY AND ENTHUSI ASM  EXAMPLE: 54 RwWR
ALLOWED, 27 ON BOARD, 12 RVBN ALLOWNED, 25 ON BQOARD.

I. AT 081234Z JUN NAVCOMMSTA GREECE | NTERCEPTED I NI TI AL

LI BERTY ATTACK REPORT FROM THE USS SARATOGA ON THE

Cl NCUSNAVEUR EO4. 04 VO CE H -COM NET. THI'S WAS PUT IN TTY
FORVMAT AND RELAYED VI A NAVCOMOPNET AND XRA BCST AS A NO DTG
M5G, NAVCOMMSTA GREECE TI ME OF FILE 12392/8 JUN.  SUBSEQUENT
TO THE I NI TI AL REPCRT, SARATOGA AND NAVCOMVBTA GREECE PASSED
ALL AMPLI FY | NFO CBTAI NED VI A XRA BCST, H -COM NET, AND

DI RECT TTY CI RCU TRY. DUE LI BERTY DESTRUCTI ON OF CLASSI FI ED
MATERI AL ALL COVMUNI CATI ONS TQ' FROM SHI P WAS LI M TED TO

VO CE TRANSM SSI ONS. AFTER | NI TI AL ATTACK REPORT THI STA

SH FTED TO BEAMED ANTENNAS SEND/ RECEI VE TO | MPROVE S| GNAL
QUALI TY UNDER EXTREMEMLY NO SY CKT CONDI TI ONS.  RELI ABLE
COW W TH SARATOGA AND LI BERTY WERE MAI NTAI NED BY THI S

ACTI ON ALTHOUGH CI RCUI T DEGRADATI ON OCCURED TO OTHER
STATIONS ON THE NET. NAVCOWSTA GREECE ASSUMED RELAY
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES FOR LI BERTY AND COCRDI NATED SPEED, COURSE,
AND ESCORT RDVU | NSTRUCTI ONS FROM COMSI XTHFLT.  COVDESRON
12, ASSI GNED AS ESCORT, TERM NATED FULL PERI OD ORESTES

THI STA AT 0030z/9 JUN AND RDVU EFFECTED 04242/ 9 JUN.
COVDESRON 12 ASSUMED COWM GUARD FOR LI BERTY AND MAJORITY OF
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TRAFFI C PASSED AFTER RDVU WAS VI A DI RECT SHI P/ SHORE
TERM NATI ON.

2. COVDESRON 12 REMAI NS TERM NATED NAVCOVWMSTA GREECE UNTI L
FURTHER NOTI CE. GP-4

FROM Cl NCUSNAVEUR TO NAVCOVMSTA MOROCCO CONFI DENTI AL
141628Z JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COMMUNI CATIONS (O

1. FOLLOW NG QUESTI ONS FORWARDED ON BEHALF OF COURT OF
I NQUI RY NOW | N SESSI ON:

[142]

A. AT WHAT TI ME DI D YOU RECElI VE JCS 0722307, JCS 0801107,
AND COMVBI XTHFLT 080917Z ALL JUNE AND FROM VWHOM?

B. FOR WHOM WAS NAVCOMVBTA MOROCCO ASSI GNED TO PROTECT ON
THESE MESSAGES? HOW AND WHEN DI D YOU DELI VER THEM?

C. D D YQU RECEI VE THESE MESSAGES FOR DELI VERY TO USS
LI BERTY? | F SO AT WHAT TI ME AND FROM VWHOW?

D. WHAT WAS THE GENERAL COMMUNI CATI ON LOAD FOR THE
MEDI TERRANEAN AREA DURI NG THE WEEK OF 4 JUNE? HOW DOES
TH S COMPARE TO AN AVERAGE WEEK OF, SAY, FEB 19677?

E. VWHAT IS YOUR WATCH SITIATION? | F ANSWER | S LESS THAN 1
IN 4, HONLONG HAS | T BEEN AT THI S TEMPO?

2. SUBM T REPLIES ASAP BY PRIORITY MESSAGE. GP-4

FROM NAVCOVMSTA MOROCCO TO ClI NCUSNAVEUR CONFI DENTI AL 1422557
JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COVMUNI CATI ONS (O

A, YOUR 141628Z JUN 67

B. MYy 1316597 JUN 67

C. MY 091745Z JUN 67

l. | AWREF A, THE FOLLOW NG SUBM TTED:

A, JCS 072230Z I NI TI ALLY RECEI VED FROM SAN PABLO AT
080523Z. RECEI VED AGAI N FROM WASHDC 081959Z. JCS 080110z
RECElI VED FROM WASHDC AT 080430Z. COWVSBI XTHFLT 0809177
RECEI VED FROM COVSI XTHFLT AT TPZ.

B. JCS 072230Z: NAVCOVMSTA MORCCCO DELI VERY RESPONSI BI LI TY
FOR COVSBI XTHFLT ON I NI TI AL RECEI PT AND SENT TO COWSI XTHFLT
VI A DIRECT CI RCUI T AT 080724Z. SECOND RECEI PT, MOROCCO HAD
DELI VERY RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR LI BERTY AND CTF 67. SENT TO SAN
PABLO FOR FURTHER DELI VERY TO ASMARA AT 082012Z FOR LI BERTY,
AND TO NAPLES FCOR DELI VERY TO CTF 67 AT 082135Z. JCS 080110
MOROCCO HAD DELI VERY RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR COMSBI XTHFLT.  SENT
TO COVBI XTHFLT VI A DIRECT CIRCU T AT 080639Z. COMSI XTHFLT
080917Z: MOROCCO HAD DELI VERY RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR USS

LI BERTY. SENT TO SAN PABLO FOR FURTHER DELI VERY TO ASMVARA
081100z.
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C. JCS 072230Z: AS NOTED ABOVE SECOND RECEI PT WAS FOR
LI BERTY AT 0819597 FROM WASHDC. COWVBI XTHFLT 0809177
RECEI VED 081050Z FROM COVSI XTHFLT

[ 143]

D. DURI NG PERI CD 4-10 JUNE H GH PRECEDENCE MESSAGE TOTALS
MOUNTED RAPI DLY W TH PEAK OCCURRI NG 8 JUNE. DUE TO

I MPOSI TION OF M NI M ZE BY USCI NCEUR ON 5 JUNE THERE WAS A

SI GNI FI CANT REDUCTI ON | N ADM NI STRATI VE TRAFFI C VWH CH

PARTI ALLY COVPENSATED. AS NOTED | N REFERENCE B, FLEET
RELAY TRAFFI C WAS ALMOST THREE Tl MES THAT OF AN EQUAL PERI GD
I N FEBRUARY 67.

E. COMMENCED ONE I N THREE WATCHES ON 5 JUNE | N ANTI Cl PATI ON
I NCREASED COWM LOAD.

F. REF C REFERS ALSO. GP-4

FROM ClI NCUSNAVEUR TO USASTRATCOMFAC ASMARA CONFI DENTI AL
141627Z JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COVMUNI CATI ONS (O

1. ON BEHALF OF AND TO ASSI ST NAVY COURT OF | NQUIRY NOWIN
SESSI ON PLEASE FURNI SH ANSWERS TO FOLLOW NG QUESTI ONS:

A. AT WHAT TI ME WAS COVBI XTHFLT 080917Z JUN RECEI VED AT
YOUR STATI ON FOR RELAY TO NAVCOMVBTA ASMARA?  AND FROM WHOW?

B. WAS YOUR STATI ON HANDLI NG AN ABNORVALLY LARGE AMOUNT OF
H GH PRECEDENCE MESSAGE TRAFFIC ON 8 JUNE 67?7 | F SO, STATE
ROUGHLY THE PERCENTAGE | NCREASE OVER A RCOUTI NE DAY.

C. AT WHAT TIME DI D YOUR STATI ON RELAY COMSI XTHFLT 080917Z
JUN 67 TO NAVCOMMSTA GREECE? AT WHAT TIME DI D YOU RECEI VE
I T BACK FROM NAVCOVMSTA GREECE? AT WHAT TIME YOU RELAY I T
TO NAVCOMMBSTA ASMVARA?

2. REQUEST REPLY ASAP BY PRI CRITY MESSAGE. COMMENTS I N
ADDI TI ON TO ABOVE QUESTI ONS | NVI TED. GP-4

FROM CO USASTRATCOM FAC ASMARA ETHI OPI A TO Cl NCUSNAVEUR
CONFI DENTI AL 150520Z JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COVMUNI CATI ONS (C)

REF:  CI NCUSNAVEUR MSG 141627Z JUN 67 ( PASEP)

1. COvVBlI XTHFLT MsG 080917Z JUN 67 WAS RECEI VED BY THI S
STATI ON FOR RELAY TO NAVCOMVBTA ASMARA AT 081200Z JUN 67.
I T WAS RECEI VED FROM MAJOR RELAY STATI ON SEVI LLE SPAI N.

2. TH'S STATI ON WAS HANDLI NG AN ABNORMALLY LARGE AMOUNT OF
H GH PRECEDENCE

MESSAGE TRAFFIC ON 8 JUN 67. THE FOLLON NG | S THE MESSAGE
TRAFFI C RATE

[ 144]
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FOR A ROUTI NE DAY AND 8 JUN 67:

ROUTI NE DAY (4 MAY 67) 8 JUNE 67
NR OF PCT COF NR OF PCT COF PCT COF
MBGS DI STR M5GS DI STR I NCREAS
FLASH 0 0 198 2.5
| NDETERM NATE
| MVEDI ATE 649 12. 7 2388 30.2
268
PRICRITY 1778 34.8 3860 49.0 117
ROUTI NE 2682 52.5 1447 18.3 -85
TOTAL 5109 7893 54

3. COVBl XTHFLT MSG 080917Z JUN 67 WAS RELAYED TO NAVCOMMISTA
GREECE AT 081215Z JUN 67. | T WAS RECElI VED BACK FROM
NAVCOMMSTA CGREECE AT 081503Z JUN 67 AND RELAYED TO
NAVCOMVSTA ASMARA AT 081510Z JUN 67. GP-4

FROM ClI NCUSNAVEUR To NAVCOMVBTA ASMARA CONFI DENTI AL 1416267
JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LI BERTY COVMUNI CATI ONS (O

1. FOLLOWN NG QUESTINS FORWARDED ON BEHALF OF COURT OF
I NQUI RY NOW | N SESSI ON:

A. AT WHAT TI ME WERE THE FOLLOW NG MESSACES RECEI VED AT
YOUR STATI ON FOR PLACI NG ON THE NAVCOWMSTA ASMARA BCST BEI NG
GUARDED BY USS LI BERTY:

(1) JCS 072230Z JUN 672
(2) JCS 080110Z JUN 672
(3) COMBI XTHFLT 080917Z JUN 672

B. FROM VWHAT RELAY STATION DI D YOU RECEI VE THE MESSAGES | N
QUESTI ON AND AT VWHAT TI ME?

C.  WHAT WERE YOUR "I N- HOUSE" HANDLI NG TI MES FOR THE ABOVE
MESSAGES?

D.  ACCORDI NG TO YOUR | NFO, AT WHAT TIME DI D USS LI BERTY
SHI FT TO THE ASVMARA FLEET BROADCAST (JRTT)?

2. SUBM T REPLIES ASAP BY PRIORITY MESSAGE. GP-4
FROM NAVCOMVBTA ASMARA TO CI NCUSNAVEUR CONFI DENTI AL
141956Z JUN 67

USS LI BERTY COMMUNI CATI ONS

A. YOUR 141626Z JUNE 67

1. ITAWREF A FOLL DATA IS SUBM TTED

A JCS 072230Z JUNE 67 WAS RECEI VED BY THI STA AT 0821257
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B. JCS 080110Z JUN 67 CANNOT LOCATE ANY RECORD WHI CH
WOULD TEND TO | NDI CATE RECEI PT OF THI S MESSACE TO
DATE. HAVE | NSPECTED FI LED PACE COPI ES AND TAPE
REELS OF ALL CI RCUI TS TERM NATI NG THI STA FROM

[ 145]
0800002 TO DATE W THOUT SUCCESS

C. COwsl XTHFLT 100917Z JUN 67 WAS RECEI VED BY THI STA AT
0815102.

2. JCS 072230Z JUNE 67 AND COVBl XTHFLT 080917Z JUNE 67 WERE
RECElI VED FROM THE MAJOR DCS RELAY STATI ON ASMARS (U. S. ARMWY
STRATEG C COVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TI ES, ASMARA), AT THE TI MES
LI STED PARAS 1A AND C ABOVE

3. I N HOUSE HANDLI NG TI MES WERE
A JCS 072230Z JUN 67 -- 10 M NUTES
B. COWVSI XTHFLT 080917Z JUN 67 -- 15 M NUTES
4. USS LI BERTY SH FTED TO JRTT AT 070001 Z JUNE 67. GP-4 BT

Q Captain, will you now give your conclusions drawn from
the answers received fromyour queries?

A. Yes sir, the queries have confirmed infornmation al ready
avai |l abl e that the LIBBERTY did not receive JCS 080110Z;

that JCS 072230Z, being a priority message in conpetition
with all the FLASH and OP | MMEDI ATE nessages, did not get on
the Asmara Broadcast until too |late; that COVBlI XTHFLT' s
080917Z al so did not get on the Asmara Broadcast until too
late. | conclude also that there was a trenendous surge of
hi gh precedence traffic injected into the comruni cation
system For exanple, on 8 June al one NAVCOVWMSTA G eece
handl ed 250 Fl ash nessages, about 1500 operational inmediate
messages, and a total of 10,499 of all types of nessages.

Al t hough the comunication systemwas heavily | oaded, it did
not breakdown and undoubtedly we had reader saturation

rat her than comuni cations saturation. M final conclusion
is that the queries confirmprevious information as regards
personnel in that the communication system continues to be
short in both manning | evel and experience |evel

CAPT RAI SH: Gentlenen, in addition to the foregoing, | have
here additional information that was assenbl ed at the
request of the JCS Fact finding group headed by MGEN Russ.
This information is in the formof conplications of nessages
handl ed by NAVCOWSTA Greece, NAVCOWSTA Morocco, NAVCOUVVSTA
Asmara, NAVCOVMUNI T London. This information was conpil ed
for the first 12 days of June for conparison purposes. W
have conpiled simlar information for a simlar period,
namely 1-12 Feb. This in to give you an illustration of the
burden on the systemduring this critical tine as conpared
to nornmal operations, for exanple for the first 12 days in
February NAVCOWBTA G eece handl ed 69, 122 nmessages, for the
first 12 days in June NAVCOMWBSTA G eece handl ed 1,190 fl ash
messages. Gentlenen, the sane conparison is nmade on all the
stations and the objectives is to denonstrate to you the
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strain on the systemat this tinme. | shall now read these
into the record

[ 146]

MEMORANDUM FOR RADM KI DD DATED 16 JUNE 1967 FROM CAPT L. R
RAI SH, USN, ASSI STANT CHI EF OF STAFF, COMMUNI CATI ONS.

1. ENCLOSED ARE COMMUNI CATI ONS MESSAGE HANDLI NG FI GURES FOR
SELECTED NAVAL COVMUNI CATI ON STATI ONS I N THE EUROPEAN AREA
DURI NG THE PERI OD | JUNE- 12 JUNE 1967. FOR COVPARI SON
PURPOSES A COWVPI LATI ON HAS BEEN MADE FOR A SIM LAR PERIOD I N
FEBRUARY 1967.

2. THE ATTACHED | NFORMATI ON WAS ASSEMBLED AT THE REUQEST OF
THE JCS FACT FI NDI NG GROUP HEADED BY MGEN RUSS. ITIS
FORWARDED TO YOU AS A MATTER OF | NTEREST.

Very respectfully,

/s/ L. R Raish

ASSI STANT CHI EF OF STAFF

COVMUNI CATI ONS

NAVAL COVMUNI CATI ON STATI ON GREECE

I. MESSAGE HANDLED

1 FEB 5,901 1 JUN 10, 178
2 FEB 6,775 2 JUN 10, 702
3 FEB 6, 240 3 JUN 10, 119
4 FEB 5, 506 4 JUN 8,113
5 FEB 3,892 5 JUN 8, 414
[ 146A]
6 FEB 5, 160 6 JUN 9, 906
7 FEB 5,941 7 JUN 9,750
8 FEB 6, 521 8 JUN 10, 074
9 FEB 6, 539 9 JUN 9, 959
10 FEB 6, 935 10 JUN 10, 499
11 FEB 5,293 11 JUN 8,073
12 FEB 4,419 12 JUN 7,835
TOTAL 69, 122 TOTAL 113, 622

I'l. FLASH MESSAGES HANDLED

5 JUN

96
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6 JUN 206

7 JUN 114

8 JUN 251

9 JUN 182

1

0 JUN 341
TOTAL 1,190

I'11. SERVI CE MESSAGES HANDLED

5 JUN 134

6 JUN 218

7 JUN 162

8 JUN 181

9 JUN 181

10 JUN 179
TOTAL 1, 055

NAVAL COVMUNI CATI ON STATI ON MOROCCO
l. MESSAGES HANDLED

1 FEB 7,596 1 JUN 11, 317
2 FEB 7,663 2 JUN 10, 871
3 FEB 8, 083 3 JUN 9,991
4 FEB 7,870 4 JUN 8, 049
5 FEB 6, 283 6 JUN 8,794
[ 147]
6 FEB 6, 943 6 JUN 9, 636
7 FEB 7,361 7 JUN 9, 512
8 FEB 8, 153 8 JUN 11, 195
9 FEB 8, 058 9 JUN 9, 878
10 FEB 8, 355 10 JUN 9,192
11 FEB 7,393 11 JUN 7,722
12 FEB 5, 205 12 JUN 8,771
TOTAL 87,963 TOTAL 114, 928

I'l.  FLASH MESSAGES HANDLED

5 JUN 23
6 JUN 16
7 JUN 25
8 JUN 124
9 JUN 12
10 JUN 3
TOTAL 203

I'11. SERVI CE MESSAGES HANDLED

5 JUN 109
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6

7

8

9

10
TOTAL

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

107
133
258
52
90
749

NAVAL COVMUNI CATI ON STATI ON SPAI' N

MESSAGES HANDLED

FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB

~NOoO O~ WN P

8 FEB
9 FEB
10 FEB
11 FEB
12 FEB

TOTAL

FLASH

O ©O©oo~NO O

1
TOTAL

6, 873
7,182
7,639
6, 645
4, 467
5, 906
6, 620

~NOoO O~ WN P

7,351
7,796
7,716
6, 909
4,999

80, 10

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

[ 148]

3

MESSAGES HANDLED

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

37
29
31
95
13
18
203

I.  SERVI CE MESSAGES HANDLED

O O oo~NO O

TOTAL

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

163
155
119
89
73
93
692

9, 023
9,418
8,184
5,990
7,224
7,073
7,191

8 JUN
9 JUN
10 JUN
11 JUN
12 JUN

TOTAL

NAVAL COVMUNI CATI ON STATI ON LONDON

MESSAGES HANDLED

FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB

O~NO OIS WN PR

968
927
969
872
846
842
695
704

O~NO OIS WN PR

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

1,538
1,705
1,278
909
1, 406
1,717
1, 648
1,775
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9 FEB
10 FEB
11 FEB
12 FEB

TOTAL

I'l.  FLASH

O O owo~NO O

1
TOTAL

I'11. SERVI CE MESSAGES HANDLED

O O owo~NO O

TOTAL

818
858
914
954

0, 367

MESSAGES

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

2
2
20
17
8
28
77

153
148
176
292
201
244

[ 149]

9 JUN
10 JUN
11 JUN
12 JUN

TOTAL

HANDLED

1,214

1, 589
1, 382
1, 030
1, 268

17, 245

NAVAL COVMUNI CATI ON STATI ON ASVARA

| . MESSAGES HANDLED

FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB

O©CoO~NOOILAWNPER

10 FEB
11 FEB
12 FEB

TOTAL

1,019
1, 233
1,229
1,054
97
82
1, 039
1,094
95

880
772
925

12,00

4
8

5

[ 150]

2

O©CoO~NOOUOIAWNPER

Captai n RAI SH was asked the foll ow

menbers:

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

10 JUN
11 JUN
12 JUN

TOTAL

1, 568
1,891
1, 696
1, 652
1,570
1,575
1,579
2,228
1, 837

1,430

1,394
1, 275

19, 695

ng questions from court

Q Wiat is the significance relative to the Nava
communi cati ons system's capability of this increased vol une
of nmessage traffic?

A. This reflects in ny opinion the manner in which the Navy
rise to the occasi on when call ed upon because this

per sonnel
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tremendous traffic | oad was handl ed by the sane personne

wi t hout augnentation. The gratifying thing is that under
this surge of traffic, | amnot prepared to say how rmuch of
a surge we could have taken before the system had becone
saturated; however, considering the circunstances, the
conmuni cati on systemwas clearly responsible to the
operational requirenents of the tine.

CAPT RAI SH: Gentlenen, to assist you in evaluating all these
hi gh precedences from ACP 121, an official Defense
Department publication, is avail able.

COUNSEL TO THE BOARD: This will be marked exhibit 46 and
received into evidence as exhibit 46. Captain Raish, | wll
not ask you to read exhibit 46 as it will be appended to the
record

CAPT RAISH: | would like to call your attention to one
point to illustrate what | nean by definint flash. Flash is
reserved for initial eneny contact nessages of extrene
urgency, brevity is nmandatory.

[ 151]

PAGE 152 BLANK

[ 152]

PAGE 153 BLANK

[ 153]

If one station handl es 251 flash nessage in one day it is
obvi ous that the use of precedences is being abused. | cal
this subject to your attention because it was not unusua

for high precedence nessages to be of a very |engthy
character going back to the queries and answers a concl usi on
can be drawn that is confirmed that the experience |evel and
the manning level is lowin the NAVCOWSTAs probably
academni ¢ t hroughout the services and nmust be taken into
account when a crisis devel ops.

Questions from Capt Lauff:

Q O the total traffic |load indicated of Radi o Asnmara
during the period 4 to 9 June approxi mately how nany of
those nessages had to be introducted on to the JIATT circuit
whi ch provided the principle neans of comruni cations with
the USS LI BERTY?

A.  The JIATT broadcast was relatively light during this

time and had no nore than 500 nessages that is 300 to 500
total first run traffic daily during that period.
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Q Even though the | oad on the broadcast Asmara was |ight
this does not nmean in itself that a priority nessage woul d
get on that broadcast in a priority fashion. Such a nessage
woul d first have to conpete with all the flash and op

imedi ate traffic and priorities ahead of it in the system
before it gets to Asnara.

Captai n Rai sh was warned not to discuss his testinony and
excused.

CDR C. G JORGENSEN, USN, Staff ClINCUSNAVEUR was called as a
wi tness, was sworn in and advised of his rights pursuant to
Article 31, UCMI and testified as foll ows:

Q Wiat is your duty on Cl NCUSNAVEUR St af f ?
A. | ama Command Center Duty Oficer, sir.

Q Directing your attention to 8 June 1967 at or about 2330
t hrough 0800, where you at this tine?

A. | was the Conmand Center Duty Oficer.

Q In the capacity of Command Center Duty O ficer were you
advi sed of any incident involving the USS LI BERTY?

A Yes, sir.

Q | ask you now if you have a chronol ogi cal incident
report of the

[ 154]

wat ch that you stood on that day?

A. | have a chronol ogi cal run down of incident to the
LI BERTY,

Q Request the reporter mark this exhibit 47 and |
introduce it into evidence as exhibit 47. CDR will you now
read exhibit 47.

A.  MEMORANDOM From Conti ngency Watch Team To:
Cl NCUSNAVEUR, VI A Deputy Chief of. Staff, dated 12 June
1967/ N62 FOR OFFI Cl AL USE ONLY Subj: USS LI BERTY I nci dent

1. The following to a reconstruction of the sequence of
events prior to and after receipt of JCS 080110Z by the
Conti ngency Watch Team conposed by Captain R D. STEELE
(Duty Captain), Comrander G D. JORGENSEN (Command Center
Duty O ficer), and Lieutenant E.L. GALAVOITI (N3 Duty
Oficer) for the period of 2230Z, 7 June to 0630Z, 8 June.

TI MES EVENTS

072350Z  Maj or BREELOVE, JRC WASHDC, called the Cl NCUSNAVEUR Comrand
Center on the VOCOM and asked to speak to the
Qperations Duty Oficer. LT GALAVOITI, the N3 Duty
Oficer, took the call. Mjor BREELOVE gave him a
verbal directive to have the USS LIBERTY conply with
the | atest COVBlI XTHFLT operating area restrictions
as delineated in the |ast sentence, paragraph 2, of
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080001z

TI MES

080010z

080030z

080325z

COVBI XTHFLT nessage 071503Z until further notice;
that is, not to operate closer than 100 nauti cal
mles to Israel, Syria, UAR or closer than 25
nautical mles to Cyprus. WMjor BREELOVE, when
questioned, did not have a nessage date/tinme group,
but said a nessage would follow | ater.

LT GALAVOTTI then inforned the Duty Captain, CAPT
STEELE. The Command Center Duty O ficer was aware of
the message, and that LT GALAVOTTI, under CAPT
STEELE' s direction, was originating a nessage to
COVBl XTHFLT.

LT GALAVOITI and CAPT STEELE were ready with their
message to COMSI XTHFLT.

[ 155]
EVENTS

CDR JORGESEN and CAPT STEELE advi sed CAPT HANLEY
of the call from Maj or BREELOVE, and of the nessage
whi ch had been drafted for rel ease to COVSI XTHFLT.

CAPT HANLEY directed us to hold up rel ease of the
message. He was concerned because JRC cane direct to
Cl NCUSNAVEUR with only a verbal directive and

wi thout a date/time group of a nessage and had

by- passed USCI NCEUR. He wanted sonet hi ng nore
concrete than just a phone call since we had been
burned in the past when a phone call directive was
not backed up with a nmessage. CAPT HANLEY directed
the Conmmand Center Duty O ficer to call USCH NCEUR,
advi se them of the phone call from Maj or BREELOVE,
and that we were ready to conply, and requested that
USCI NCEUR confirmthis directive with JRC and get us
a date/tine group. CAPT HANLEY further stated that
we were to rel ease our nmessage to COVBlI XTHFLT if we
received the date/tinme group from USCH NCEUR

The Command Center Duty O ficer, as directed,
cal |l ed USCI NCEUR and advi sed LCOL WAGNER of the call
from Maj or BREELOVE. The above information from
CAPT HANLEY was passed. LCOL WAGNER said he woul d
cal | back.

The Command Duty O ficer called USCI NCEUR, LCOL
RUSSELL, and asked what action had been taken on the
USS LI BERTY. LCOL RUSSELL asked what action
Cl NCUSNAVEUR had taken and was advi sed that we were
still waiting for a call back from LCOL WAGNER. The
Conmand Duty O ficer then suggested that LCOL
RUSSELL call Mj or BREELOVE, get a date/tine group,
or give us a directive (date/tinme group) from
USCI NCEUR.

LCOL RUSSELL called back shortly with JCS date/tine
group 080110Z. As he was relaying this infornation
the Duty Yeoman handed the JCS 080110Z nessage,
whi ch had just been received, to CDR JORGENSEN.
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TI MES EVENTS

080325Z The Command Center Duty O ficer then had

conmuni cations (cont) set up a Telecon to

COVBI XTHFLT so that he could talk to COVSI XTHFLT staff duty
of ficer.

0803552  Consi derabl e del ay was caused by at nospheric
difficulties. After being unable to establish a
Tel econ circuit CDR JORGENSEN had the radi o operator
contact COMSI XTHFLT by SSB and request a Telcon with
the Staff Duty O ficer as soon possible.

0804102z Two way Tel econ was established, w th COVSlI XTHFLT
still having difficulty receiving Cl NCUSNAVEUR. CDR
SLUSSER, COMSI XTHFLT Staff Duty O ficer, inforned
CDR JORGENSEN t hey did not hold JCS 080110Z. CDR
JORGENSEN passed it to himthree times before
recei ving an acknow edgnent at 0440Z. He foll owed
this inmediately with a w renote "FROM Cl NCUSNAVEUR
COMWAND DUTY OFFI CER To COVSI XTHFLT DUTY OFFI CER BE
ADVI SED TAKE JCS 080110Z FORAC. COFFI Cl AL MESSAGE
FOLLOWS. "

CDR SLUSSER advi sed CDR JORGENSEN di dn't hold JCS
7337/ 072230Z (Reference A to JCS 0801102) and
requested a copy. Si nce CI NCUSNAVEUR di d not hold
JCS 072230Z CDR SLUSSER was advi sed that we woul d
call USCI NCEUR for it.

080507z CDR SLUSSER was advi sed that CI NCUSNAVEUR FORAC
nmessage was 080455Z.

0805157z  After talking to LCOL RUSSELL at USCI NCEUR, CDR
JORGENSEN sent the foll owi ng nessage to CDR SLUSSER
" RECEI VED FROM USCI NCEUR FOR YOUR | NFO JCS 072230Z
WAS GENERAL GUI DE LI NES CONCERNI NG "USS LI BERTY" OP
AREA W TH DI STANCE RESTRI CTI ONS FROM M D EAST
COUNTRI ES. HAS SI NCE BEEN OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS AND
THUS CANCELLED. THE RESTRICTIONS I N JCS 080110Z ARE
MORE STRI NGENT. "

[ 157]
TI MES EVENTS
080521z Recei ve recei pt for above.
2. The tinmes and events listed in paragraph | indicate
every action the watch teamtook within its authority to

insure that the USS LIBERTY received the new operating
restrictions as expeditiously as possible.

3. This statenent is subnitted after a careful review of
all logs kept by each individual watch team nenber and
constitutes the events as they took place.

Si gned: CAPT R D. STEELE, USN CDR G D. JORGENSEN,
USN LT E. L. GALAVOITI, USN
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The witness was duly warned and, w thdrawn.
[ 158]

Gentl eren: The JAG Manual provides that the responsibility
of Counsel for the Court is to exploit all practicable
sources of information and to bring out all facts in an
impartial manner without regard to the favorable or un-
favorabl e effect on persons concerned.

| believe that the record of proceedings of this Court of
Inquiry will reflect that all facts and i nformati on which
are avail abl e concerning the unprovoked attack on USS

LI BERTY on 8 June 1967, have been brought to your attention

The only remaining responsibility which | have, while this
Court is in session is to give sunmation of the evidence

i ntroduced observing the caveat that the summati on nust be
an inpartial argunent and not anmount to partisan advocacy.

Even though | intend to tenper ny remarks within the

peripheral limts of such a guide line, | must confess
however, that after living intimately with the facts of this
case for the past week, | have becone nore and nore appall ed

that such a tragedy shoul d have over occurred. Therefore, |
shall attenpt to synopsize those salient facts which have
i nfluenced ny judgnment in this sunmation

You have heard testinony and viewed incontrovertible
docunentary evi dence which established the foll owing factua
setting:

USS LI BERTY, pictured, defined and described in Janes

Fi ghting Ships as an unarmed U. S. Navy technical research
ship, deployed to the Mediterranean pursuant to officia
orders and, on 8 June 1967, was on station in accordance
with such orders. However, the Commandi ng OFficer, USS

LI BERTY, had not been appraised that LIBERTY' s orders had
been nodified, apparently because of the M ddl e East War so,
i nstead of the previously assigned area of operation being
in international waters contiguous to the coast of the
United Arab Republic, the nodification provided for renova
to an area of operation 100 nmiles fromthe coast. The
evidence clearly reflects that any dereliction for USS

LI BERTY not havi ng know edge of the nodification in orders
is not attributable to LIBERTY. Nor is there any evidence
of probative val ue establishing culpability in non-receipt.

Accordingly, no matter what conclusions are reached as to
the cause of the incident, the horrendous inpact of the
ef fect should disturb even the nost inpassioned.

I will not depict again the awesone conbi ned firepower of
the aircraft and torpedo boats which was brought to bear on
this hel pl ess vessel resulting in inordinate injuries and

|l oss of life to her personnel

In conclusion, | respectfully submt that USS LIBERTY wote
anot her chapter in the great heritage of Navy gallantry and
that her personnel, from Commanding Officer to the nost

j uni or seanman, deserve the highest accol ades and
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acknow edgnent it is possible to bestow for their val or and
acts of courage.

[ 159]

no further witnesses were called and the President cl osed
the Court at 1645, 16 June 1967 in order to deliberate and
prepare findings of fact.

[ 160]
PROCEEDI NGS

The Court of Inquiry experienced no unusual difficulties

i ncident to conducting the subject proceedi ngs except for
the necessity of investigating such a major naval disaster
of international significance in an extremely abbreviated
time frane. However, because of the high degree of
cooperation and assi stance rendered by USS LI BERTY personne
in conjunction with the outstandi ng performance of duty
evinced by clerical personnel assigned to the court, it was
possible to conplete the preparation of the record of
proceedings in the allotted period of tinme. In regard to the
af orenment i oned exenpl ary performance by clerical personnel,
special recognition is given to Joeray SPENCER, YNC

Cl NCUSNAVEUR St aff and Robert W JOHNSON, YN2, COVFAI RMVED
Staff.

The following FIND NGS are enunerated as a recitation of
those facts established by the evidence of record; however,
in those areas of interest wherein the Court could not
affirmatively establish a fact per se, an ostensible
supportabl e i nference was st at ed.

The Court, after inquiring into all the facts and

ci rcunstances connected with the incident which occasioned
the inquiry, and having considered the evidence, finds as
fol |l ows:

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. Available evidence conbines to indicate the attack on
LI BERTY on 8 June was in fact a case of m staken
identity.

2. The cal mconditions and slow ship speed may well have
made the American Flag difficult to identify.

3. The ship's westerly heading at the time of attack - in
the general direction of Egyptian ports may have
reinforced el ements of doubt in the minds of the severa
Israeli pilots who | ooked the ship over in the forenoon

4. The colors were shot down early in the action and were
replaced prior to the PT attack.

5. The inmediate confusion mlling around astern foll owed
by peacef ul

[ 161]
overtures by the attacking surface forces after | aunching

only two torpedoes of the six presuned available (two on
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each PT boat), indicate these craft may well have identified
the colors for the first time when they got in close enough
to see clearly through the snoke and flanmes bill ow ng, at

ti mes above the mast head.

6. There are no available indications that the attack was
i ntended against a U. S. Ship.

7. LIBERTY S position at the tinme of the attack has been
previously ordered changed farther to seaward by JCS
however, the nessages relating to these changes were not
known to the ship before the attack took place. The reasons
these nessages were not known to the ship can be determ ned
in all instances except for one. Since LIBERTY records and
know edgeabl e personnel were lost in the action, it is

i mpossible to determ ne the disposition of the nmessage.

8. The conmmuni cation delays and mis-routing errors which
caused these several non-deliveries conbined with delays in
initiating foll owup actions on operational instructions
received, all contributed to the ship itself being unaware
of plans and decisions made for her repositioning. A
detail ed accounting of the five pertinent nessages are
attached as appendi ces one through five.

9. The absence of any identifiable threat to the ship
apparently caused the foregoing referred to operationa
actions to be taken and inplenmented in routine manner, i.e.,
wi t hout resorting to highest precedence (Flash) traffic.

10. USS LIBERTY was assigned technical research tasks to be
performed in the eastern Mediterranean by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff. LIBERTY first becane aware of this new tasking
when she received sailing orders from Abidjan on the Ivory
Coast on the 24th day of May 1967. The precise tasking by
whi ch LI BERTY was ordered to depart Abidjan is significant.
In this tasking | anguage, LIBERTY was directed to proceed to
her new operating area in the eastern Mediterranean via Rota
for pick-up of specifics at "best speed."

[ 162]

11. LIBERTY received her basic operational and m ssion
gui dance fromthe JCS t hrough her new operational chain in
JCS 0115457. LI BERTY proceeded to conply.

12. The Commanding O ficer, USS LIBERTY conducted the
operations of his ship in accordance with the intent of
directives received by him The operating area of LIBERTY on
8 June was in accordance with the announce- nents of

i nt ended novenent pronul gated by the Commandi ng Officer USS
LI BERTY. Such operating areas were nornmal to the
acconpl i shnment of LIBERTY's m ssion. These announcenents
were addressed to, and presumably received, by all seniors
in the chain of LIBERTY's operational command. LIBERTY
received no directive, prior to the attack, that higher
authority desired that the ship operate at |east 100 miles
fromthe coastline of the UAR

13. LIBERTY responded to her newy assigned m ssion by
departing Abidjan pronptly within some four hours fromthe
time of receipt of her sailing orders. LIBERTY experienced
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m nor engineering difficulties enroute Rota which caused
her arrival there sonewhat |later than originally planned.
On departure Rota, LIBERTY filed her novenent report and
decl ared therein her intention to nake best speed in
conmpliance with the JCS detail ed tasking assi gnments set
forth in JCS nessage dtg 011545Z June 1967. It is
significant to note that in this JCS tasking, two tine
frames were identified, one covering the period between 1
June through 8 June, the second covering the period 9 June
to 30 June. During the first period (1 through 8 June),

LI BERTY' s novenents were prescribed by the JCS to cover her
transit along the north African littoral; and therein were
prescribed mni num cl osest points of approach allowed to
national maritine boundaries. The terminal point in this 1
through 8 June tinme frame was to be a navigational position
at latitude 32 North, longitude 33 East. The second tine
frane addressed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, assigned

LI BERTY an operating area bounded on the North by l|atitude
32 North, the north African/lsraeli littoral on the south
and between | ongitudes 33 East and 34 East. It might well
occur to some that LIBERTY's attack occurred on 8 June,

whi ch woul d have placed her considerably farther to the
North of the African coast, had she confornmed explicitly
with the aforementioned JCS directive. However, as LIBERTY
proceeded eastward through the Mediterranean from Rota, she
filed three separate nessages

[ 163]

reports of position and intent which advi sed superiors of
her plans to anticipate arrival on station - that is, to
arrive sonewhat earlier than prescribed by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff. Mreover, LIBERTY advised superiors of her
specific intentions to proceed to and operate in the closer
of the two areas to the north African coast - that is south
of latitude 32 north. Finally in this regard, LIBERTY
reported her arrival at her final destination to appropriate
addr essees.

14. It is understood fromrepresentatives of the JCS Fact
Finding Goup that it was receipt of LIBERTY's 7 June

SI TREP/ PCSI T report which stated her final destination which
pronpted concern in the JRC as to her proximty to the
African coast on the night of June 7th. This concern by
responsi ble authorities, who initially has tasked LI BERTY,
resulted in followon actions and directives to the ship

whi ch were either never received or were transnmitted on the
fl eet broadcast from NAVCOMSTA Asnmara after the attack has
t aken pl ace.

15. Pertinent to the findings of fact is the matter of
communi cati on conditions regarding USS LI BERTY during the
period of 1 and 8 June. The ship is known not to have
received at |east five nessages sent prior to the attack
each of which was not only inmportant but, in that respect,
critical to the events which term nated in the aggravated
attack on this ship on June the 8th.

16. Higher authority nodified LIBERTY' s origina
operational guidance between June first and the attack on
the eighth, which, if she had received it, would have
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resulted in her being further off shore.

17. Conbi nation and conpoundi ng of many del ayed

conmuni cation deliveries related to LIBERTY incident denied
the ship the benefit of command deci sions actually made
prior to the attack which, anbng other things, would have
caused the ship, as a minimum to be heading further

of f-shore from her 081200Z actual position

18. Pre-attack overflights of LIBERTY: (First air attack
occurred at 1403 local) Unidentified aircraft circled
LI BERTY at:

[ 164]

0850 ( 5 hours 13 minutes prior to attack) (080742Z refers)
1056 ( 3 hours 7 mnutes prior to attack) 1126 ( 2 hours 37
m nutes prior to attack) 0810227 refers

Hul I markings were clean and freshly painted - ensign was
flying fromforemast halyard

19. Aircraft attack on LIBERTY Attack initiated by single
aircraft, nmaking a run similar to previous overflights.
First warning that this aircraft had attacked ship was a
rocket explosion abaft the bridge, port side. In five of
six attacks, fromvarious angles, two or nore jet aircraft
at a time conducted strafing, rocket and incendiary attacks.

20. Motor Torpedo Boat attack on LIBERTY. Twenty m nutes
following air attack, MIB's closed ship to a position 2000
yards on starboard quarter and signal ed ship by flashing
light. At this time ship had been making turns for FLANK
speed for 9 mnutes (Estima- ted SQA 15-17 knots). Holiday
ensign was flying fromthe starboard yardarm for at |east
five mnutes before torpedo attack was | aunched. LIBERTY 50
cal. guns opened fire while the MIS was signaling. The
torpedo attack was | aunched shortly after the MIBs were
fired upon, and MIB's strafed the ship with machine gun fire
as, at least, one MIB passed down the starboard side.

24. O fers of assistance. Post air attack signaling by MIB' s
(before torpedo attack), may have been an offer of
assi st ance.

Thirty minutes after attacking LIBERTY the MIBs signaled in
English, "Do you need hel p?"

Two hours and 10 nminutes after torpedo attack (2 hours 40
m nutes after air attack) an Israeli helo apparently offered
assi st ance.

Israeli defense forces reported they conducted air and
surface searches for survivors at the scene of the attack
responding to a U S. request.

22. Goups of up to two and three jet and propeller
aircraft begin comng

[ 165]
out fromshore and circling ship at altitudes ranging from

500 up to several thousand feet at about eight hundred | oca
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on day of attack. Planes in question were otherw se active
over El Arish on Sinai north coast which was plainly visible
fromthe ship sone sixteen mles off shore.

Shi p's navi gati on was sound and practical, using bearings on
mnaret in El Arish and radar range to beach at that point.

23. The ship had exercises at full G Q and secured only a
short time prior to the unprovoked attack. After securing
fromG Q, the Commanding Oficer had adnoni shed all hands
over the PA systemthat large billow ng clouds of black
snoke ashore were evidence of intense mlitary activity,
therefore, crew should be "heads up ball players" as |long as
she was in that close

24. Fromthe tinme of first air attack onward, attackers
were well coord- inated, accurate and deterni ned.
Criss-crossing rocket and machi ne gun runs from both bows,
bot h beans, and quarters effectively chewed up entire
topsi de including ship control and internal conmmunications
(sound powered) network. Well directed initial air attacks
had wi ped out the ability of the four 50 cal. machi ne guns
to be effective.

25. PT attack first devel oped from starboard side and was
identified as a high speed run in. Center and | ead PT began
flashing signal |ight and very shortly thereafter the
Conmanding Officer identified the Star of David flag on this
| ead boat. LIBERTY's signal l|ight had been shot away
requi ri ng dependence upon an Aldis lanmp to try and penetrate
the snoke on the bearing of the PTs.

26. The Commandi ng O ficer had passed word to stand by for
torpedo attack and the forward starboard 50 cal. fired a
very short burst in the direction of the boats on the
gunner's own initiative. Having seen Israeli flag on the
PT, the Commanding Officer waved to the forward gunner to
cease firing. The after starboard gun, opened up at this
point, wth apparently no one pulling the trigger. The
bridge could not see this gun for snoke and flanme on the
starboard side, so the Commanding Officer sent a runner to
tell himcease fire. Before this runner could reach the
after starboard

[ 166]

gun, effective high volume fire fromthis gun was peppering
the water around the mddle PT. It appears as though 50
Cal. amunition was cooking off fromintense fire. The gun
was seen to be firing with no one manning it.

27. The reaction of all three PTs imedi ately after |aunch,
when they stopped and m |l ed around cl ose aboard LI BERTY and
then offered help by signal light, conbine to indicate this
was the first tine the U S. large colors flying were
actually positively identified. Not having signal |ights
avai | abl e, the Conmanding O ficer then nade the

i nternational flaghoist neaning, "Not Under Command."

28. Flat, calmconditions and the slow five knot patro
speed of LIBERTY in forenoon when she was bei ng | ooked over
initially may well have produced insufficient wind for
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steani ng col ors enough to be seen by pilots.

29. USS LIBERTY had installed conmmuni cati ons equi pnent
whose reliability and degree of sophistication produced a
feeling of maxi mum confidence in operators, the

Conmuni cations O ficer, and the Commanding O ficer
regarding the reliability of reception on fleet broadcast
whi ch minimzed the nunber of nissed nunbers.

30. In anplification of the proceeding statenent, the
superior comruni- cation capability inherent in LIBERTY' s
enbar ked el ement for technical research purposes conbi ned
with interests of econony in personnel have dictated that
during LIBERTY's operation in her present configuration she
used the best enbarked equi pnents and personnel available to
serve both her technical research requirenments as well as
operational and adm nistrative requirements for the ship
itself. The resulting consolidation of functions found

LI BERTY organi zed internally in a way such that, in the
person of a single officer we find both LIBERTY' s

Comuni cation O ficer and the Assistant Director of
Techni cal Research. This systemhad well. After the attack,
those LI BERTY personnel |eft alive who had been serving in
conbi ned capacities of this sort reported their conviction
that such practices should continue.

[167]

31. The aforenentioned facts relative to conmmunication
procedural peculiarities unique to ships of LIBERTY's

m ssion resulted in the ship transmtting under the
schedul i ng control of the research department. This practice
permtted optimum performance by the research departnent,
schedul i ng outgoing transni ssions during lull periods of
research activities; furthernore, when avail abl e research
lul'l periods were short, the practice had grown up, quite
naturally, to conbine into single transm ssion packages al

of the outgoing traffic which had accunul ated. Such
procedures necessitated transm ssion of each ships

communi cati on package under a classification applicable to
the highest classification of any single element within the
package itself. Such transm ssion packages woul d frequently
contain research material, ship position reports, and,
periodically, requests for messages nissed on the regul ar
ship broadcast schedule. A built-in delay factor exists in
this procedure however, inasmuch as not all shore-based
term nals are equi pped to accommpdate research material. In
the case of LIBERTY during the time period under

consi deration, the closest available eligible term nal for

LI BERTY research material was NAVSECGRUDET Morocco, rather

t han NAVCOWSTA Asmara, which happened to be serving LI BERTY
as a subscriber at the time of the attack. The above
conditions are detailed to point up occurrence of del ays

whi ch nust be anticipated in any such system In summary,

i f LIBERTY had a nornmal outgoi ng nessage requesting m ssing
sked nunmbers, it would first have to wait, under normal
circunstances, for transmi ssion during a lull period. It
woul d next, by virtue of |leaving the ship as part of a
package contai ning research data, go to NAVSECGRU- DET
Morocco where the conmbi ned conmuni cati on package woul d be
broken down in its component parts; thirdly, the element of
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t he package requesting retransm ssion of nissed fleet
broadcast numbers woul d then have to be sent from NAVCOWSTA
Morocco back to NAVCOMMSTA Asmara for action, Asmara being
the transmtting station serving LIBERTY at the tine.

[ 168]

32. Detailed questioning of avail able surviving

communi cation witnesses di sclosed that LIBERTY had never
before found m ssing nmessages, subsequently requested and
received, to have been critical to ship's operationa
comm t nent s.

This fact was expl ained by ship's personnel as being due to
the very few nessages ever nissed. This condition was
attributed to superior equipnment in the ship coupled with
the fact that the ship operated independently as a regul ar
practice and had not found herself wanting at any tine
previ ous.

33. It is inportant to be aware at this point that there
are no logs and or records available in LIBERTY. There are
no conmuni cation officers left alive with first hand

know edge of the m ssed nmessage backlog on 8 June. It could
only be determned fromtestinmony that the ship had been
copyi ng transm ssions from NAVCOVSTA Asmara with no apparent
difficulty from 70000l Z and the time of the attack. One

wi t ness who was on watch on the Asmara broadcast between the
hours of 0645 and 1615 on 7 June stated that he had | ogged
no m ssed nessage nunbers during the period of his watch and
that the reception of the JRAIT broadcast was excellent.

34. LIBERTY's technical mission was one that nmade it
necessary, in exercising the aforenentioned cl ose
cooperation, to use mninmumelectronic transm ssions and
radi ations on certain frequencies - radio transm ssions
particularly. LIBERTY was continually subjected to and used
to the prejudicial effects such transmi ssions would on the
degree of efficiency of her primary functions. In summary
on this point, ships of LIBERTY's configuration, |ike
submarines, are nenbers a "silent service" all their own.

35. It is found that it has been, and continues standard
practice, in ships of this type to cultivate great patience
with regards to desires to get electrical traffic off the
ship because of the prejudicial effect on the ship's

m ssi on.

36. It is evident that comunications procedures for ships
of this type would be inmproved were they to be considered in
a conmuni cati on category anal ogous to submari nes.

[ 169]

37. On the matter of operational control of LIBERTY vis a
vVis the precise directives to the ship governing the
application of her enbarked capabilities, it is inmportant to
understand LIBERTY's situation as a nobile platform under
naval conmmand, transporting capabilities belonging to a
service or agency other than the Navy. This condition and
situation, while not unique to naval platforms, requires a
conpl et e awar eness and under standi ng of the very cl ose
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coordi nati on and cooperation between those responsible for
operation of and positioning of the platformitself in
relation to those responsible for the enbarked capabilities.
Detail ed testinony discloses that LIBERTY found absolutely
no difficulties accommodating to this conditions, unique
within the navy to ships off this particular type.

38. The on-line crypto capability has engendered a
dangerous w llingness to send nore classified traffic than
in days of manual decodi ng without required proportionate
i ncrease in experienced supervisory personnel to ride herd
on traffic quantumincreases. Conversely, we find often
very inexperienced personnel being the first to give
attention to m srouted messages such as those in question.

39. Key nessages critical to international relations were
not in this case, paralleled on other circuits.

40. High precedence of operational messages is too often
not enough to overcone circuit choking resulting fromlarge
vol ume of such as FBIS of the same precedence conpeting for
i nexperienced operator attention at the sane tine.

41. LI BERTY' s enbarked "warni ng" capabilities apparently
gave no indication of inpending danger during the period
prior to the attack.

42. LI BERTY had experienced periodic reconnai ssance on this
and ot her operating stations which tended to create a
feeling of "acceptance w thout undue concern" conditions as
they were on 8 June 1967

Reconnai ssance experiences known to LIBERTY and other ships
of LIBERTY's class in other parts of the world mninized
concern by LI BERTY personnel

[ 170]
over recon efforts on 8 June.

43. Commandi ng O ficer LIBERTY appropriately reported
recon early on AM of 8 June through her "locating two".
This report was transmitted pronptly by ship despite
tenmporary interruption of her mission, at the direction of
the Commandi ng O fi cer.

44. Up to the time of the attack, testinony disclosed no
reasons to abort LIBERTY's mission in accordance with
par agr aph 1A of Appendix B to SM 676-66 of 19 August 1966

45. The degrees of coordination and accuracy of the air and
surface attacks conbined first to wi pe out defense and

shi pboard control capabilities, followed by the crippling

bl ow of a torpedo.

46. The Israeli aircraft rockets penetrated topside stee
easily, leaving roughly five inch holes, with innunerable
shrapnel pock marks on the inside of spaces penetrated.

47. The heroi sm di spl ayed by the Commandi ng O fi cer,
officers and nmen of the LIBERTY was exceptional. The
Conmandi ng Officer is being recomended for the
Congressi onal Medal, and the ship for an appropriate unit
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citation. These planned actions are fully supported by
testinony to the Court.

48. LI BERTY apparently experienced a phenonenon identified
as electronic jaming of her voice radio just prior to and
during air attacks. This jamm ng was described as a steady
carrier w thout nodul ation.

49. Disparities in reported tinmes relating to sequence of
events can well be attributed to the nunber of ship's clocks
on board hangi ng askew and often stopped from shock at
various times. It was necessary to reconstruct tine
sequences, because QM not ebook was inconplete from 1355 to
1446 since the QM was killed during the first attack

50. Extent of Danage. The nmjor material damage to LI BERTY
resulted fromthe torpedo expl osion, as follows:

A. SHELL DAMAGE: Hole centered at FR 60 and extending 24
ft downward from just bel ow second deck and | ongitudinally
fromfrane 53

[171]

to frane 66 (39 feet). The hole was teardrop in shape,
| arger at bottom

B. Interior structural damage: CQutboard 15 feet of first

pl atf orm and associ ated structure badly damaged. Lesser
damage to second platformdeck (tank top). Second deck and
frames buckled fromframe 52 to frame 62 and extending

i nboard 15 feet.

C. WMjor damage to all interior joiner bul kheads bel ow
second deck frame 52 to 78, entire wi dth of ship.

In summary of above, the two research conpartnents, which
extend the entire width of the ship, suffered severe
structural damage and were flooded. Installed equipnment and
fittings were reduced to tw sted w eckage.

Topsi de damage resulting fromaircraft strafing and rocked
attacks and from MIB strafing (ship was hit by nore than
821 shells and rockets, many of themincendiary) sunmarized
as follows:

Pil ot house and signal bridge forward deck house, all gun
tubs, many antennas includi ng radar antenna, numerous

bul kheads and decks hol ed by expl osive rockets. Whal e boat
destroyed in davits by incendiary rockets and nany life
rafts holed or burned in their stowages. Flag bags burned
and nunerous fires resulting fromincendiary nunitions.

The gyro conpass, air conditioning plant and many m nor
items of equiprment, |ocated in superstructure spaces, were
damaged or destroyed. Nunerous living spaces and personne
ef fects damaged by holing, shrapnel and wetting during
firefighting.

Cost estimated - Value of destroyed research equi pnent $6-8
mllion, 12 nonths lead time. Structural repairs to ship
and ship's equi pment $2-4 mllion, 3-4 nonths.
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51. The Israeli governnent set forth 7 points of rationale
to explain their position relative to the attack on LIBERTY
in USDAO Tel Aviv nmessage DTG 091520Z. Legal opinion and
ot her comments on each is appended hereto (Appendix VI).

[172]

52. That any killed or wounded personnel attached to the
USS LIBERTY during the attack are eligible for the Purple
Heart under the provisions of SECNAVI NST. P1650. 1C Chapter
TWO SECTI ON THREE ARTI CLE 231 PARA 12 b. sub-paras (4) and
(5). The Commanding O ficer, USS LIBERTY is preparing a
listing of eligible personnel to be recomended.

[173]

[signature] Isaac C. KIDD, Jr.
Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy
Pr esi dent

[signature] Bernard J. LAUFF
Captain, U 'S. Navy Menber

[signature] Bert N. ATKI NSON,
Jr. Captain, U S. Navy Menber

[signature] Isaac C. KIDD, Jr. Rear Admiral, U S. Navy
Pr esi dent

[signature] Ward BOSTON, Jr. Captain, U S. Navy Counsel for
the Court

[174]
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